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FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear Friends, 

  For my mental well-being, I am limiting the amount of news I watch 

and read. The news show I do watch has been ending their half hour show 

with a segment called, “There is good news tonight.”  I have found that I 

enjoy this part of the news the best because it reminds me of a deep truth 

that I believe in.  There is always something to be thankful for, even in the 

midst of a pandemic.   

 And as I sit and write this letter to you I find that I have many things 

to be thankful for since last month.  I am thankful that we have begun to 

offer worship again at our church.  I am thankful that we have been able to 

be outdoors in the fresh air.  I am thankful that I have gotten to see some of 

you “in person” and hear how you are doing.  I am thankful that the online 

worship service is helping those who feel safer at home to stay safely at 

home.  I am thankful that people are doing their part to keep others safe, by 

wearing masks and compassionately distancing.  I am thankful that we have 

such dedicated volunteers in our leadership who are working hard to help us 

navigate these challenging days.  I am thankful for our church office 

volunteers who are going above and beyond to help keep us safe.  I am 

thankful for each and every one of you, the part you are playing, to help 

keep our congregation and our world safe.   

 And in my life I have so much to be thankful for.  From the small 

things, like how our yard looks better than it ever did. To the big things, like 

how we have grown closer as a family because we have had more time 

together. There are many blessings in these times.   

 It can be so easy to get caught up in lamenting the changes we have 

had to make in these days, but I think God calls us to a better way.  To 

remember, every day, there is good news.  So I challenge all of us to take a 

moment every day and find one blessing in that day you can thank God for.  

There is good news today.  There is good news every day.  May God guide 

us to see the good news around us, every day.   

  

God’s peace, 

Pastor Serena 



   

Worship (Outdoors) continues through                         

Labor Day Weekend.  8:30am and 10am. 

Everyone is required to wear a mask and bring their 
own chairs.  If you do not have a mask, one will be 

provided for you.  (In the event of bad weather, we will be in the church 
sanctuary.)  If you are feeling sick, please stay home in order to keep 
others safe.  Worship will still be available online.  An usher will be at the 
entrance to the church parking lot to hand out bulletins and give you 
parking directions.   
 
Holy Communion will be offered every other week at both services 
(August 9 and August 23) If you would rather not attend service in person 
but would like to receive Holy Communion, you are welcome to stop by 
office hours at the church in August, or call Pastor Serena to arrange a 
home visit.   
 
Communion Set–up: Communion volunteers needed 
Because of the changes with the pandemic, we are 
looking for a few volunteers to set up communion for 
the summer. We will be having communion every other 
week.  Please contact Pastor Serena (pastorserena@gmail.com)  
or 716-510-2939 if you would like to help. We will need to explain the 
changes we need to make to keep everyone safe. 
We are looking for people to set up for these dates: 
August 9, August 23, September 6, September 20 
 

Online worship will still be available on Sunday morning 
at 8:30am.  It will be the same format that we have been 
offering the past few months.  We are hoping in the fall 
that worship will be live-streamed from the sanctuary on   

                          Sunday mornings.   
 
Church office hours: Tuesday through Thursday 9am-noon   
Other office hours are available by appointment, please call Pastor  
Serena to set one up. (716-510-2939) 
 

Wednesday mornings at 10am.  
Everyone is welcome to stop by for coffee chat.  We 
don't have an agenda, but will talk about what is on 

people's minds and end with prayer.  Everyone is welcome.  If people wish 
to join us via Zoom, here is the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85816695076?pwd=VkFYRU1Ba2FxMlB1ZlFW
WUlzaTZOUT09 
 

mailto:pastorserena@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85816695076?pwd=VkFYRU1Ba2FxMlB1ZlFWWUlzaTZOUT09
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We are working on how to restart Sunday School safely,  
and we have decided that Sunday School will not begin  
until October.  Please watch next month's newsletter for  
more information.   
 
Sunday School teachers meeting will be on Sunday, August 9th 
at 11am.  We will be discussing options for Sunday School in the 
fall. .    

        
    Please watch our facebook page:  
TLLC Sunday School and  
         Town Line Lutheran 

             and emails for information!    
Share a picture of yourself and family at home.    

 We would love to see your smiling faces. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Rick Mollenkopf-Grill!   
He has been called to serve as the pastor of  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, South Newstead.   
He will begin his call on August 1st. 

Save the date! Our seminarian, Rick Mollenkopf-Grill, is being 
ordained. Rick Mollenkopf-Grill's ordination will be on Saturday, August 
29th at 10am.  More details will follow in the bulletins and church 
emails.  (But things will be different due to the pandemic.)  

 

Sunday School news 

Congratulations



 The QUILTERS – The Quilters will not officially 

be meeting again until given the “all clear” to do 

so by the county/state. We will then decide, 

depending upon when that happens if anyone 

wants to get together during the summer.  We will hopefully 

begin a new season on the first Monday after Labor Day.  If you 

have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.   

 

Calling all Readers  

 The Town Line book club will meet on 
Monday August 17th in Barb Appleby’s 
garden at 6:30 pm   Please bring book 
suggestions to be added to next year’s  list  
Everyone is welcome.   For questions:                         

                               contact Jeanette Dickinson  681-3966  
 
 

God amid pandemic 
Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms such as social distancing, 
flattening the curve and self-quarantining. We could hardly believe the closed schools, 
businesses and especially churches — just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The 
coronavirus ran rampant in the world. Where was God?  
 
But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, calmly informing us of the 
facts, of actions being taken to mitigate the crisis and of how we could help. Healthcare 
professionals risked their lives and endured separation from families; teachers drew on 
astounding stores of creativity to teach online; pastors delivered sermons and lessons to 
empty sanctuaries as members listened and prayed while living in lockdown. Surely God 
was present — through them!  
 
Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, “Fear not! When you pass through 
the waters, the fires, yes, even the pandemics of this world, I will be with you” (43:1-2, 
paraphrased). And Jesus echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).  
 
—Sandy Hyland 

 

PRAY FIRST 
 

 
 



Town Line Lutheran  
 Youth Group 

Youth group for kids grades 6-12! Safe 

Distance fun! 

“We serve God, our church and our community as we 
companion one another along our faith journey”                  

We promote healthy relationships centered around activities 

that encourage service and fellowship in a Christian setting.  

 

We are looking for kids grades 6-12 who would like to join  

Town Line Lutheran Youth group for 

team building, fun activities, & service. 

 
FAIRY TALE THEATER REHEARSALS 

BEGIN AUG. 2ND 
We will select parts AUGUST 2ND@              

11:00-11:30 am after worship 
We will be performing “Rapunzel” in early 

October. We will practice outside with 
safe distancing. 

 

Rehearsals will be every Sunday            
11:00-2:00 beginning August 9th 

Bring a lunch,  a mask &  

your own chair! 
 

Any questions? Call Kate Snyder 668-5610         
 
 



Music Notes… 

 

Thanks to Jeanette Dickinson, Laura Mollenkopf-Grill and 
Holly Uebelhoer for providing special music for July. Thanks so much for 
sharing your talents with us for worship.  
 

We are still in need of volunteers who will be willing to 
provide special music for August 16th, 23rd & 30th. If you are willing to 
serve please call Kate Snyder 668-5610 
 

We will continue to provide music for worship into the fall. We 
are looking for volunteers to join our Bell Choir. It’s lots of fun and easy 
to learn. If you’re interested please give Kate a call! First Rehearsal 
September 16th at 6:15. 
 
We are exploring how to best use our vocal choirs-so stay tuned! We 
will start rehearsals in October so check out the next newsletter. 
 
Thanks to all our musicians who have served so faithfully in the past 
and will continue to serve with safe distance practices! 
 
Kate Snyder 668-5610 
Director of Music 
 

 

http://www.wildapricot.com/articles/volunteer-appreciation-guide
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter 
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's 
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your 
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter: 

1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your 
newsletter electronically. The church email is 
townlinetllc@gmail.com.    

2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the 
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last 
Sunday of every month.  

3. Download from the church website:    
www.townlinelutheran.com 

4.  If none of the above work we can mail it to your home 

If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or 
email our articles by the 15th of any given month. 
 

 

 

If you have a change 
of address or phone 
number, please 
email the Church 
and let us know 
 

 

Email addresses are needed:  If you would like to have your 
 email added so we can contact you in this way, please email  
the Church: Townlinetllc@gmail.com 

      

Check out our website at 
www.Townlinelutheran.com   
 

Friend us on 
Facebook! 
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TOWN LINE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MEMORIAL WALKWAY  
 Order your memorial brick(s) in 

memory of your loved ones. 
Order forms are available at the 

Church or on our website   

 
 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 
The Memorial Committee and Church Council have approved 
setting up funds to pay for a new ELW Hymnal.   
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given: 
As a Memorial: 
In memory of 
_____________________________by____________________ 
As a Thank offering for blessings: 
In thankfulness for blessings received by 
________________________ 
To honor someone 
In honor of 
_________________________by_______________________ 
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church 
Memorial fund and mail/drop off this form to church or place in 
offering plate. 

 
 

 Vacations are great.  But wait!  
Remember our congregation’s mission and 
ministries continue over the summer. So, before you 
pack up and head out for vacation, make your 
offering to our church.  Thank you and have a great 
vacation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How can you help others or get help? 
    Here are a few local agencies 
 
Alden Pantry collection 
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any 
Sunday.  There is a blue box located in the Coat room.   
 

Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.   
Call 937-7105 for more information 
 

Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”  
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program 
Call: 542-2226   www.heartsandhandsfia.org 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.   
 

Suicide Bereavement support 
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day: 
(585)202-2783      Erie County Crisis Services 
                                      (716)834-3131 
 

Lutheran Charities 
www.wnylutherancharities.org 
716-632-2623 
 

Alzheimer’s Association of WNY 
24/7 Helpline  1-800-272-3900 
Program.wny@alz.org 
2805 Wehrle Dr  Suite 6   Williamsville, NY 14221 
 

Hospice Buffalo 
225 Como Park   Cheektowaga, NY  14227  716-686-1900 
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo 
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480 
 (716) 686-8006 
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227 
(716) 359-8056 
Life Transitions Center, Inc. 
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480 
Phone: (716) 836-6460 
Caring Hearts Home Care 
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202  (716) 686-8300 
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Church Council 2019-2020  
President:                         Mark Reddy            359-2389    
Vice Pres:                         John Wild                517-0624 
Secretary:                         Ann Marie Appleby 650-8785  
Treasurer:                         Patty Zehler            908-3877 
Financial Secretary:         Judy Quinty             902-4316 
Benevolence Treasurer:   Heidi Wild               983-5507 
Trustee:                            Harold Bowen         684-1557 
Trustee                             Robin Gilbert           292-2719 
Deacon:                            Harry Mandris         937-0322 
Deacon:                            Ellie DeFilipppo      574-9830 
Member:                           Larry Muscoreil      465-3301 
Member                            Marcie Mason        984-5858 

 
Church Staff Information      
Ministers: All the People of God in this place 
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Secretary:               Diane Casell   Office: 684-1467 
Music Director:      Kate Snyder: 668-5610 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesdays through Thursday 9am-noon    
You will be able to stop in for prayer or chat.  You can also make 
an appointment if these times do not work for you  
If you need assistance please call/text Pastor Serena 716-510-
2939  Thanks for your cooperation. 

 
 

Thank you!  Thank you for those who have been 
so generous with sending in or dropping off your 
offering.  Thank you for those who have donated to 
the food pantry, Good Samaritan fund, and other 
community needs. Thank you to those who are 
helping neighbors and family members.  You are 
truly letting the goodness of God shine in you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship Assistants for August 
 

Ushers 
Early  (8:30 am)                        Late (10 am) 
Jim Wilckens                             David Baehre 
Russ Allan                                 Mark Reddy 
Charles Turner                          Jody Reddy 
                                                  Marcus Appleby 
 

August Wedding Anniversaries 
August 5      31 years   Janet and Paul Klein 
August 12    20 years   Molly and Gabe Bauer 
August 14    38 years   Karen and Louis Salvatore 
August 16    20 years   Serena and Rick Mollenkopf-Grill 
August 18    30 years   Margaret and Gene Bliemiester 
August 20    38 years   Diane and Mark Casell 
August 20    32 years   Laura and David Ferguson 
Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and  
over 30 years)   If so, please let us know at the Church office. 
 

Death 
Called to the Church Triumphant on June 25, 2020 was our member, 
Paul Ribbeck.  Our sincere sympathy is extended to his family and 
friends 
 

Memorials 
To the Memorial fund  
 In memory of Janet Seitz by 
The Village of Alden 
James and Laura Heinrich 
 

In memory of Althea Green by James and Laura Heinrich 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
1 James Wright   
2 Michele Piasecki   
2 Kara Scotland 
3 Chris Lewczyk   
3 Kay Stutzman   
3 Pamela Stutzman   
4 Thomas Peters   
4 Tristen Strang   
5 Charles Chauncey   
5 Robin Gilbert   
5 Diana Streit   
6 Helen Arndt   
8 Jim Frey   
8 Marina Warchocki   
9 George Arnott   
10 Erin Pautler 
10 Jeff Erny 
12 Patricia Aquila   
13 Bata Holtz   
13 Tyler Uebelhoer   
13 Don Wuerch 
14 Laura Finch 
15 Jonathan Andrews   
15 Justin Reddy   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 Elsie Shanley 
15 Daryl Streit   
16 Thomas Langiewicz  
16 Ryan Bartnik   
16 Pamela Pawson   
16 Stacy Stashak   
16 Heidi Wild   
16 Charlotte Moe 
17 Cheryl Langiewicz  
17 Elyse Bartz 
18 Michael Kendall  
21 John Wild   
24 Michael Menge  
25 Madelyn Stashak  
26 James Reddy  
27 Elli DeFilippo  
28 Emily Klimczak  
29 Beverly Spares   
29 Grace Pautler 
30 Pam Czechowski   
31 Janet Wright   
 
Did we miss your birthday?  
If so, please contact the  
Church office, 684-1467 
or email: Townlinetllc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1159 Town Line Road 
Alden, New York   14004-9590 
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
          ELCA.org   Living in God’s Amazing Grace 
 

Church office:   716-684-1467  
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Church Email - Townlinetllc@gmail.com 
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com 
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