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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
I have a Lutheran joke for you:
Question: How many Lutherans does it take to change a lightbulb?
Answer: Change?!!! We don’t change!!! My grandmother donated that light
bulb!
I hope that this joke about us at least made you smile. It’s funny
because as Lutherans, that can be true. Change is hard, even for those of
us who think we are flexible. I thought I was very flexible before the world
turned upside down.
Why is change so hard for us? I heard a quote about change a few
years ago: “People don’t fear change, they fear loss.” It struck a cord with
me because I think that is true. Changes sometimes brings loss, and that is
why we can fear change.
I think that is why these past few months have been hard on us. We
all have experienced loss. No matter what stage in your life you are in, this
pandemic has changed all of our lives, and we have lost some of the parts of
our lives we counted on.
What happens when you experience a loss in your life? Grief. We
are mourning some of the things we have lost. We might be saying to
ourselves things like: other people have it worse than me, why am I
complaining? I believe that to help ourselves move forward we should
acknowledge that yes, each of us have experienced loss. Things in our
world are not the way we expected them to be. We have lost things.
But there is another side to change. Another quote I about change I
have heard is this: “without change there can be no growth.” In other words,
change brings about newness and possibility.
That is a very Lutheran way of viewing the world. This is called, “the
theology of the cross.” Simply put, the theology of the cross means that just
like God brought salvation to us all through the cross, God can (and does)
eventually bring wonderful things out of some of the biggest challenges in
our lives.
That is the hope I hold onto in these challenging times we are facing.
As I grieve the losses, I remember the God I know and believe in. God is
with us in these challenging days, and out of this pandemic, God will
eventually bring about new things that will lead us into the future God has
prepared for us.
In the meantime, if you need someone to talk to, I am here. I can
meet with you outside or on a private Zoom call. I can be easily reached on
my cell phone: 716-510-2939 or email: pastorserena@gmail.com
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

WORSHIP SERVICES
Worship continues to be offered online through the month of June. Watch for
an email each week with up to date information from Town Line Lutheran.
"Re-gathering" Task Force
We have a task force that has been working on how we can safely gather at
the building for worship. We are hoping to be gathering at the building
again starting Sunday July 5th if it is safe to do so. We will continue to
offer online options for those who cannot safely attend worship in person.
Our priority is the safely and health of all our members. More
information will be in the next newsletter and will be sent out in the weekly
emails.

WORSHIP

Drive Thru Worship: 10am-11am Sundays
every other week:
You are invited to join us for prayer, music,
and a gift for you. We will also be collecting
non-perishable items for the food pantry and
offering.

May 24: Get a special gift for Memorial day!
June 7: Welcome summer gift for all who come.
June 21: Special Father's Day gift for all our men.
If you have any questions or need anything, call Pastor Serena directly. She
is available for phone and Zoom and in person meetings. You can reach her
at: 716-510-2939 or pastorserena@gmail.com

Sunday School News
We look forward to
start up in the fall!
Make your crosses like above and share them with us in an
email or on Facebook
Please watch our facebook page:
TLLC Sunday School and
Town Line Lutheran
and emails for information!
Share a picture of yourself and family at home.
We would love to see your smiling faces.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
We will be recognizing our High
School and College graduates in the
next newsletter. May we ask that our
graduates share a picture with us to
use to show off our Graduates.
Please email us at
Townlinetllc@aol.com to let us know you are graduating
and send us your picture!
in

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020
We hope to have VBS in August in a different format
Watch for more information coming soon.

Babcia’s Drive Thru Pierogi Sale
Sunday, June 7 1-3 pm
Pre-Orders will begin on
Monday, May 25 – June 3
Proceeds will benefit
our youth group and R & R Fund

Call and order today
Customers are encouraged to
place their orders and prepay online at babciaspierogi.com or by phone,
913-2746 or 436-3894 to ensure a zero-contact transaction at the event.
Babcia's Pierogi will be in our parking lot where people will drive up & pop
open their trunks. We ask that all pre-orders who are paying onsite leave an
envelope with their payment in their trunk. Pre-orders are encouraged to
ensure that we bring enough product, but drive up customers are always
welcome.
Drive- up pierogi items available
PIEROGI
FARMER’S CHEESE
KRAUT
STUFFED BANANA PEPPER
BUFFALO WING
REUBEN
POTATO BACON CHIVE
STUFFED MUSHROOM
JALAPENO POPPER

PRICE -$9.00 HALF DOZEN
POTATO CHEDDAR
KRAUT MUSHROOM
POTATO FARMER’S CHEESE
SAUSAGE ASIAGO
APPLE
BEEF ON WECK
PIZZAROGI

DELI ITEMS














FRESH BARREL KRAUT- PINT (1 LB)………………………………………$5
POTATO SALAD- PINT………………………………………………………….$7
GERMAN POTATO SALAD- PINT…………………………………………..$7
LAZY PIEROGI- PINT (½ LB)……………………..……………………………$4
KAPUSTA- PINT (1 LB)………………………………………………………….$7
3 MEAT COWBOY BAKED BEANS………………………………………….$8
POTATO PANCAKES- 8 PACK (1 LB)………………………………………$8
GOLUMBKI- 3 PACK (1 LB)……………………………………………………$9
OLD FASHIONED BBQ BURGERS- 4 PACK (1 LB)……………………$9
KIELBASA BOMBER PKG (Includes: 1 lb Camellia’s smoked kielbasa, 1 pint
kapusta, 4 sausage rolls, honey mustard)……$20
KIELBASA & KRAUT PKG (Includes: 1 lb Camellia’s smoked kielbasa, 1 pint fresh
barrel kraut, 4 sausage rolls, Weber’s
mustard…………………………………………………………………………….$20
APPLE PIEROGI A LA MODE PKG (Includes: 1 pkg Apple pierogi, pint vanilla ice
cream, homemade whipped cream, graham cracker crumbs, caramel sauce,
cinnamon sugar)……………….$20

Community Garden News
The TLLC Community Garden will be planted as usual,
but with a smaller crew and social distancing. Committee
members have been working to get the beds ready for
planting, thanks to Janet Klein and family for tilling and
fertilizing, and Mark Jegierski for preparing the rain barrel irrigation system.
Heidi Wild and Elaine Grant have been starting vegetable seeds at home
and the committee of Heidi, Renee Mertz, Paige and Kathi Jegierski and
Elaine plan to plant the garden on May 24, as usual.
With all the uncertainty going on right now, the Community Garden has the
potential to provide a sense of Community while still "social distancing." If
you have a use for the vegetables, please feel free to come pick them as
they ripen. Join the Town Line Lutheran Church Community Garden page on
Facebook, and Elaine will try to post what is ripe and ready to pick. Renee,
Heidi and Elaine will be harvesting and dropping off at the food pantry on
Mondays and/or Fridays throughout the summer, but our garden typically
produces more than the pantry needs. The cost of picking vegetables is the
pulling of a couple weeds while you are there.
The following vegetables will be planted:
Asparagus--ready to pick now.
Strawberries--ready to pick mid-June
Tomatoes--Heirloom, Roma and Cherry Varieties
Peppers
Broccoli
Bush Beans
Pole Beans
Squash
Cucumbers
Beets
If there is something you would like to see planted in the future, reach out to
Elaine and we can consider adding it! Elaine can be contacted at 432-6210
with any questions or requests. Be well!

Coloring Page

The QUILTERS – The Quilters will not officially be meeting
again until given the “all clear” to do so by the county/state. We
will then decide, depending upon when that happens if anyone
wants to get together during the summer. We will hopefully
begin a new season on the first Monday after Labor Day. A big thank you
again to Thrivent for their financial assistance which enables us to purchase
batting, and for people’s donations of material, sheets, etc. The Quilters are
always looking for donations of flat sheets in any size (twin, full, queen, king)
which are used for our quilt backs.. If you have any questions, please call
Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.
.

Calling all Readers You can join the Town
Line book club at any time.
The June book club meeting will be held online
at Zoom. If you would like to join us please let
Pastor know and she will send you the link. The
book selection is “The Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth Ware.
In July and August we are hoping to meet in person. More info will
be in next month's newsletter.
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any questions

SPECIAL DATES IN JUNE
Trinity Sunday, June 7
Flag Day, June 14
First day of summer, June 20
Father’s Day, June 21

PRAY FIRST

YOUTH NEWS…
Congratulations to the class of 2020! You’ve done great work
in a tough situation and your Town Line Lutheran family are all very excited
for you! If you are a graduate (high school, college, masters, doctorate…) we
would like to celebrate with you & get to know you. We would ask that you
prepare a short video telling us your name, where you’re graduating from
and what you plan to do next year(what college you’ll be attending-major
course of study, or what career you’re pursuing) and what this past year has
meant to you. Upload it to You Tube & set the video to unlisted and then
share the link with Laura Mollenkopf-Grill lauramgrill7@gmail.com that will
be great! Our congregation will be able to view the videos on our church
Facebook page in late June. The deadline for videos is June 7th.
Our youth group graduates are Justin Mason, Sam Grant,
Samantha Wild, Haley Tyburski, Taylor Tyburski and Lauren
Stashak.
Congratulations! We will miss you but we’re very proud of you!

To our graduates…
Matthew 5:16
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
Remember what you’ve learned here at Town Line Lutheran, know
that you’re loved and carry your light out into the world and make a
difference!

MUSIC NOTES…
THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR IN
A PANDEMIC
Love, faith & hope
Spring flowers
Songs you can sing in the shower
Tunes that keep playing in your
head
for days
Family that still like each other
Enough food to eat
A cozy house to live in
Zoom meetings with family & colleagues
Sunshine & blue skies
Parks you can walk in
A church to come back to
Drive thru worship & virtual worship
Volunteers
Good health
An awesome organ
All those on the front lines-health care workers,teachers,
garbage collectors, mail carriers, scientists,delivery
people,our pastor,our church council,
Feel free to fill in the
blank____________________________
God Bless you all during this time away from one
another. You are all in my heart and prayers! Kate Snyder

Deaths
Called to the Church Triumphant on May 13, 2020 is our member
Althea Green. A memorial service will be held at the church at a
later date Our sincere sympathy is extended to her family and
friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant on May 11, 2020 is our member
Ruth Duncan. A memorial service was held at the Funeral home.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to her family and friends.

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Order your memorial brick(s) in
memory of your loved ones.
Order forms
are available at the Church.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal
The Memorial Committee and Church Council have approved
setting up funds to pay for a new ELW Hymnal.
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given:
As a Memorial:
In memory of
_____________________________by____________________
As a Thank offering for blessings:
In thankfulness for blessings received by
________________________
To honor someone
In honor of
_________________________by_______________________
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church Memorial
fund and mail/drop off this form to church or place in offering plate.

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change
of address or phone
number, please
email the Church
and let us know

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on Facebook!
Join us on Twitter & Instagram!
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Help us help those most vulnerable at
this time.
We are asking that you take time to drop
them a note, card, to our homebound
members. If you have children in your
household this might be a good time for
them to put their creativity to work,
and adults too!
Those in quarantine in Nursing/Rehab/ homes:
Ken Duncan, Elderwood Assisted Living, 229 Bennet Road,
Cheektowaga, 14227
Janet Seitz, Elderwood Skilled Nursing, Room 138, 225 Bennet Road,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Arlene Krueger, Elderwood Skilled Nursing room 208, 229 Bennet Road,
Cheektowaga, 14227
Joyce Kalle, Eden Heights Assisted Living, room 117, 3030 Clinton,
West Seneca, 14224
Mauguerite Krueger, Brothers of Mercy Nursing care Room 317,
4520 Ransom Road, Clarence, 14031
Martha Hess, Greenfield Skilled Nursing, Room C112, 5949 Broadway,
Lancaster 14086
Delores Luderman, Green Field Court, Room 149 5951 Broadway,
Lancaster, 14086
Bette Maines, Green Field Manor apartment 120, 5953 Broadway,
Lancaster, 14086
Mary Jane Heinrich, Greenfield skilled nursing, Room D115, 5949 Broadway,
Lancaster, 14086
Anneliese Folwancynz, Greenfield Court, 5951 Broadway, room 262
Lancaster, 14086
Those at home:
Adele Steinman, 11740 Parkwood Drive, Alden, NY 14004
David Peebles, 122 Glendale Rd, Alden. NY 14004
Bill and Thelma Dabb, 982 Sumner Rd, Darien.NY 14040
Helen Arndt, 1432 Mechanic St, Alden, NY 14004
Marge Pohl, 11317 Broadway, Alden NY 14004
Barb Sims, 11044 Broadway, Alden, NY 14004
Bata Holtz, 6951 Council House Road, Basom NY 14013
Millie Williams, 12336 Genesee St, Alden 14004

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Church Council 2019-2020
President:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Benevolence Treasurer:
Trustee:
Trustee
Deacon:
Deacon:
Member:
Member

Mark Reddy
359-2389
John Wild
517-0624
Ann Marie Appleby 650-8785
Patty Zehler
908-3877
Judy Quinty
902-4316
Heidi Wild
983-5507
Harold Bowen
684-1557
Robin Gilbert
292-2719
Harry Mandris
937-0322
Ellie DeFilipppo
574-9830
Larry Muscoreil
465-3301
Marcie Mason
984-5858

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Hours
If you need assistance please call/text
Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Worship Assistants for June
will not be needed but we sure do appreciate
you volunteering at Town Line Lutheran!
Thank you! Thank you for those who have been so
generous with sending in or dropping off your
offering. Thank you for those who have donated to the
food pantry, Good Samaritan fund, and other community
needs. Thank you to those who are helping neighbors
and family members. You are truly letting the goodness
of God shine in you.

June 1
June 1
June 7
June 16
June 18
June 18
June 19
June 19
June 22

35 years
36 years
62 years
47 years
54 years
32 years
38 years
38 years
63 years

Pam and Richard Czechowski
Ellen and Harry Mandris
Virginia and Charles Chauncey
Diane and David Baehre
Jeanette and Tom Dickinson
Carol and David Reiner
Kathy and David Lee
Michele and Michael Piasecki
Carole and Richard Noel

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 &over 30
years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

1 Janet Klein
1 Michelle Muscoreil
1 Carrie Weston
2 Peter Subsara
3 Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
4 Mason Hack
6 Sharon Holcomb
6 Kacey Menge
7 Amanda Bartz
8 Jacob Rospierski
9 Ethan Hamm
10 Joshua Stoldt
11 Molly Bauer
11 Ashlyn Golding
12 Nathan Jegierski
12 Dixie Lilleck
13 Timothy Zima
15 Adele Steinman
15 Liam Stotz
16 Margaret Bliemeister
17 Shaun Fallon
17 Kevin Peters
17 Ian Subsara
19 Alycia Baran
19 Tammy Piasecki

20 Linda Green
20 Nathan Heinrich
21 Ronald Ball
21 Kaitlyn Laudico
21 Albert Stutzman
22 Laura Ferguson
22 Stephen Slevinski
22 Brenda Wells
22 Tammy Piasecki
23 Sean Nowicki
24 Joyce Smith
24 John Phillips
25 Ryan Zima
26 William Dabb Jr
27 Jeanette Dickinson
27 Ron Dulski
27 Anna Jegierski
27 Karen Salvatore
29 Janet Seitz
29 Peggy Snyder
29 Jessica Wierzbowski
30 Cheryl Klein
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please contact the
Church office, 684-1467.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1159 Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace
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