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Sunday Worship Services

November 2019

8:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday School
9:45 – 10:45 am

Our Mission
“Called to Be a Servant Community”

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
I saw this poster in my daughter’s 6th grade ELA (English
language arts for those without children in school now.) classroom:
Let’s Eat Grandma.
Let’s Eat, Grandma.
Commas save lives!
I really got a kick out of this sign. Because truth be told, it is
really hard to read something and know what a person means exactly.
Now chances are none of us would be tempted to eat Grandma unless
we were zombies, but this little sign makes a good point. Punctuation
can be important, it helps us to understand what someone means. I’ll
bet you have had the experience where you have read something
someone wrote you and you weren’t sure what the person truly meant by
it. I suppose in an extreme case it could be said that commas save lives.
I think that is one of the challenges we face in understanding the
sixth petition of the Lord’s prayer. Some punctuation would help,
because when you read the words Lead us not into temptation we might
at first think that we are saying that our God could lead us into
temptation if God wanted to. These words are older English and people
would understand that you are saying the opposite, by saying not into
temptation you are in effect saying lead us to do your will. I think a better
way to help us understand this would be to add some punctuation. Lead
us: not into temptation.
That is why this petition of the Lord’s prayer has been updated a
bit. The newer translation of the Lord’s prayer says these words instead:
Save us from the time of trial. Either way you say it the effect is the
same, we are asking that God watch over us and lead us.
Here is what Martin Luther has to say on it:
And lead us not into temptation or Save us from the time of trial
What does this mean?
God tempts no one to sin, but we ask in this prayer that God would
watch over us and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our
sinful self may not deceive us and draw us into false belief, despair,
and other great and shameful sins. And we pray that even though
we are so tempted we may still win the final victory.
1. Where do you expect God to lead us? What does that look
like?
2. Which translation do you prefer? Which one helps you
understand this part of the prayer better?
3. What do you find most comforting in Luther’s explanation?
What do you find most challenging?
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School news
Congratulations to our
Confirmation Class
Cassidy Bauer, Jacob Dulski,
Jonathan Mollenkopf-Grill,
Matilynn Schmidt, Riley Streit and
Josephine Wild.
They were confirmed on Sunday, October 27 @ the 11:00 am

Sunday School teachers meeting will be held on Sunday
Nov 10 at noon. All are welcome to join us and become
involved with our Sunday School.

Family Worship
Sunday, November 3 @ 11am worship
Family worship will be on the 1st Sunday of the month.
This is a hands on worship experience with easy to sing
(and hard to forget) song, interactive sermon, and
"Cheerful Coins."
Bring the whole family and invite your friends.
“Angel Helping Hands” Nov 24th noon-3:00
All ages invited to Come and learn how to
make homemade
Christmas items with the help of our
very special crafters!
A hot lunch will be provided!
Free will offering to cover costs
Pastor's Community Office Hours:
Stop by Parkside Cupcakes (1470 Church Street in Alden)
Wednesdays in November from 9am to noon for a chat or prayer
with Pastor Serena

Niagara Lutheran Health System Guild
The Niagara Lutheran Health System Guild serves the residents of The
GreenFields by promoting and supporting the interests and programs of
the Niagara Lutheran Health System. All volunteers are welcome and
encouraged to join.
What Is the Guild?
In 1958, a dedicated group of
volunteers and others formed
the Niagara Lutheran Home
Guild, which is actively
committed to enhancing the
lives of our residents. There
are currently more than 700
members. The Guild operates
under a set of bylaws and a 12-member executive board.
What Does Guild Membership Include?
Guild meetings are scheduled for the third Thursday of almost every
month at 11:30 a.m. at one of The GreenFields’ affiliates for lunch to
discuss and make decisions about important matters, participate in a
short devotion, and enjoy an interesting program. There is a special
luncheon/fundraiser in June and the Niagara Lutheran Health System
Guild Christmas Luncheon and fundraiser is always the second
Thursday in December. Guests are always welcome!
How Do I Become a Guild Member?
Becoming a Guild member is easy, and dues – which are only $5 for the
year – include a subscription to the Guild newsletter. You can download
an NLHS Guild Membership Form and mail it with your $5 to:
NLHS Guild 5959 Broadway Lancaster, NY 14086

You are invited to join the Woman of TLLC at the Niagara
Lutheran Guild luncheon at Greenfield manor 5953 Broadway
on November 21 at 11:30 am. Devotions by the Rev. Debi Turley,
Lord of Life. Hostesses: Ladies from Lord of Life. Program:
Speaker from the Albright Knox Art Gallery. Also there will be an
auction of various artist items. Pay cash or check. Proceeds go to
the guild in support of our future endeavors. If you are interested
in contributing a piece of artwork, painting or jewelry.
Call MaryAnn Young at 639-1169.
. Call Joyce Smith with questions. 651-9344.

Guild Holiday Bazaar – November 9th.
Call Judy Hardie to help at the table or baked goods.

Weather permitting, The QUILTERS -- will meet every
other Monday during November (11/4, 11/18, then
12/2, 12/16.) from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm.
Bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and
conversation. As usual, any non-weather-related
changes to our schedule will be placed in the
Sunday bulletin or telephoned to regular attendees. We’ve had a
wonderful turnout of ladies recently and are really happy to have
them. Please consider joining us as we continue our service to
those less fortunate in our community and surrounding area.
The quilters are looking for people who can sew and are willing to
help us sew the finishing edge on quilts and sew squares
together. If you can’t sew but would like help, we can use help
cutting squares. We will deliver and pick up the quilts, fabric etc.
The completion time is very flexible. If you can help, or with any
other questions contact Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers You can join the
Town Line book club at any time. We
meet the 3rd Monday of every month at
the Church. Just read the book and
join us for lively conversation on the
book.
November: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
December: Eleanor Oliophant is completely Fine by Gail
Honeyman
January:
Where the crawdads sings by Delia Owens
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any
questions

Music and Worship
You may notice boxes placed in gathering space
and front entrance. Could you be a blessing to
someone in need? Please place a nonperishable food item in the blessing box the
month of November.

Thanksgiving Celebration Worship
November 24th @ 8:30 or 11:00
Come and thank God for all
that he has given you
Help us decorate the church for our special
Thanksgiving worship! Bring non-perishable
items for the Alden/Marilla food pantry. The
items will decorate the altar on Sunday
November 24th. Please put your items in the
box in the gathering area.

Advent Bible Study: Christmas in the
Twilight Zone, a 3 week Advent Bible
study. Starting Wednesday Dec 4 @ 10am
or Sunday Dec 8th at 7pm.
Sometimes the season of Advent can be
challenging, so come and explore the three
Christmas episodes of the Twilight Zone
and explore how Mary and Joseph may
have felt like God had brought them into the Twilight Zone.
No experience necessary, come when you can!

Help is needed to decorate
for Christmas
Sunday, December 1
noon
Many hands make light work!

YOUTH NEWS…

Fairy Tale Theater Presents…
“Sleeping Beauty, the rest of the Story”
Nov 8th & 9th @ 7:00 pm
Nov 9th matinee @ 3:00 pm
$5.00 presale & $6.00 at the door/Kids 3 & under free
Baked Goods Sale at intermission
Proceeds to benefit our youth ministry
Please come out and support our kids!

“Angel Helping Hands”
Nov 24th noon-3:00
All ages invited to Come and learn how to
make homemade Christmas items with the help of
our very special crafters!
A hot lunch will be provided!
Free will offering to cover costs

Christmas Wreath Sale
November 3rd & 10th between services
Place your order & help support our youth
Any questions speak with Kate Snyder 668-5610

Music notes…
We are still looking for volunteers to join our
musical groups. If you are interested please
check out the music bulletin board
or speak with Kate Snyder 668-5610
We’d love to have you join us. It’s a great way to serve, learn
music skills and have a whole bunch of fun!

Thanksgiving Celebration Worship
November 24th @ 8:30 or 11:00
Choir & Bell Choir @ 8:30
Celebration Choir @ 11:00

Come & thank God for all that he has given you
Donations of non- perishable food will be collected for
the Alden –Marilla Food Pantry

Psalm 100:4
4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Order your memorial brick(s) in
memory of your loved ones.
Order forms are available at the
Church.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal
The Memorial Committee and Church Council have approved
setting up funds to pay for a new ELW Hymnal.
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given:
As a Memorial:
In memory of
_____________________________by____________________
As a Thank offering for blessings:
In thankfulness for blessings received by
________________________
To honor someone
In honor of
_________________________by_______________________
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church Memorial
fund and mail/drop off this form to church or place in offering
plate.

Coloring page

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to
church any Sunday. There is a blue box located in
the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care
Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change of address or
phone number, please email the
Church and let us know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Join us on Twitter

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather (hopefully not
too soon) please check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church
closings. During the winter months please use caution in the
parking lot and sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.

Church Council 2019-2020
Ann Marie Appleby
Harold Bowen
Robin Gilbert
Marcie Mason
Harry Mandris
Larry Muscoreil
Judy Quinty
Mark Reddy
John Wild
Heidi Wild
Patty Zehler

Congrats to our new
Council members. We pray
for all our council members
as they guide our church.
Thank you to our council
members who went off and
put their time in to help our
church.

The Annual Congregational meeting took place on
Sunday, October 20 with over 50 members in attendance.
Reports are available in the gathering space.

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday

9:00 am – noon

The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and volunteers,
please knock or use the doorbell at the carport door when you
stop by. If you need assistance outside of these hours please
call/text Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
October 6
October 13
October 20

Attendance
Offerings
101
$3,637
104
$3,463
119
$4,227
Needed Weekly $3,300

Worship Assistants for November
Ushers
Early Service
Bryce Blair
Jeweliet Phillips
Lisa Blair

Acolytes
Early
3
10
17
24

John Wild
Paige Mertz
Josie Wild
Shawn Witucki
Riley Steit
Colton Witucki

Late Service
David Baehre
Mark Reddy
Marcie Mason
Justin Mason

Late
Please volunteer
Daulton Mason
Alaina Dersam
Tony Muscoreil
Shawn Scotland
Adam Bauer

Communion Set –Up
3
10
17
27

John Wild
8:30 am
Mark and Jody Redy 11:00 am
Ellie DeFilippo
8:30 am
Charlie Turner
8:30 am
Marcie Mason
11:00 am

Sunday Readers
3

Charlie Turner
Ellie Donnelly
10 Kathy Turner
Cassidy Bauer
17 Elle DeFilippo
Marcie Mason
24 John Wild
James Reddy

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

2019 Coffee Cup Volunteers
November 3: Sharon Holcomb
November 10: Joyce Smith
November 17: Elli DeFilippo
November 24: Mike and Sue DeWitt
If you would like to help by washing the coffee cups after worship
to help reduce our carbon footprint, please email Pastor Serena.
(pastorserena@gmail.com)

November 13 37 years Carol and Peter Subsara
November 26 53 years Sharon and Charles Holcomb
November 30 34 years Christine and James Wilckens
Did we miss your special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 or
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

THANK YOU
June Smith would like to thank everyone who saves the tabs from
pop cans for the Ronald McDonald House. Please keep saving
them. Thank you
Thank you for your encouraging messages for Gordon and myself
in our challenging time. This is something you don’t think about
while living your life. It sneaks up on you. We need to remember
that our dear Lord is with us wherever we live, or what is going on
in this life. The Lord never forsakes us. What a comforting
thought. God’s blessing to you all. Till we meet again.
Gordon and Judy Griffith. Call anytime. 1-804-977-9643.
I would like to thank church members who said a prayer, kept us in
their thoughts or sent a card to our family. Thank you to anyone
who provided a food item for the funeral luncheon and funeral
committee, and pastor for all the visits. The Uebelhoer family.

Don’t Forget
Daylight savings time
ends Sunday, Nov 3rd
Turn your clocks back one hour.

1 Lisa McKibben
1 Claire Arnott
2 Elizabeth Ball
2 Kyle Kohl
3 Rev. Merlin Knauff
2 Nathan Turner
4 Nolan Bonning
5 Evan Fritz
6 Ann Heinrich
6 Heather Dzimian
7 Andrea Frey
7 Ryan Manchester
8 Sydney Sims
9 Barbara Sims
8 Jason Strang
9 Julie Skubis
9 Daulton Mason
9 Beth Quenzler
10 Grace Noel
11 Ruth Ives
11 Alison Daucher
13 Kourtney Dulski
13 Kaylee Kendall
16 Linsey Erny
16 Diana Huber
17 Edward Reich

18
19
19
19
20
20
21
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
26
27
27
30

Ryker Manchester
James Macken
Richard Noel
Josephine Wild
Diane Baehre
Michael Randall
Shawn Zima
James Wilckens
Nancy Arndt
David Noel
Timothy Bowen
William Dabb
Benjamin Wild
Shirley Nedell
Christopher Kendall
Hayley Tyburski
Taylor Tyburski
Mark Schreiner
Maryjane Heinrich

Did we miss your Birthday?
If so, please call us at the
Church office, 684-1467.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace

Church office: 716-684-1467
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com

