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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
I found another joke about the Lord’s prayer that I hadn’t seen before. Here it is:
After watching sales falling off for three straight months at Kentucky Fried Chicken, the Colonel calls up
the Pope and asks for a favor. The Pope says, "What can I do?" The Colonel says, "I need you to change the daily
prayer from, 'Give us this day our daily bread' to 'Give us this day our daily chicken'. If you do it, I'll donate 10
Million Dollars to the Vatican." The Pope replies, "I am sorry. That is the Lord's prayer and I cannot change the
words." So the Colonel hangs up. After another month of dismal sales, the Colonel panics, and calls again. "Listen
your Excellency. I really need your help. I'll donate $50 million dollars if you change the words of the daily prayer
from 'Give us this day our daily bread' to 'Give us this day our daily chicken.'" And the Pope responds, "It is very
tempting, Colonel Sanders. The church could do a lot of good with that much money. It would help us to support
many charities. But, again, I must decline. It is the Lord's prayer, and I can't change the words." So the Colonel gives
up again. After two more months of terrible sales. The Colonel gets desperate. "This is my final offer, your
Excellency. If you change the words of the daily prayer from, 'Give us this day our daily bread' to 'Give us this day
our daily chicken' I will donate $100 million to the Vatican." The Pope replies, "Let me get back to you." So the next
day, the Pope calls together all of his bishops and he says, "I have some good news and I have some bad news. The
good news is that KFC is going to donate $100 million to the Vatican." The bishops rejoice at the news. Then one
asks about the bad news. The Pope replies, "The bad news is that we lost the Wonder Bread account."
The ironic thing is that when we pray this part of the Lord’s prayer, we are not just praying for bread.
Martin Luther’s explanation of this part of the prayer helps clear that up. Below is Martin Luther’s explanation of
the fourth petition of the Lord’s prayer. I hope it helps you to stop and think about what we are actually saying
when we pray this part of the prayer, and realize that we are praying for “daily chicken.” (maybe even daily
coffee?)
Here is our section for the month:
Give us this day our daily bread
What does this mean?
God gives us daily bread, even without our prayer, to all people, though sinful, but we ask in this prayer that he
will help us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanks.
When is meant by “daily bread?”
Daily bread includes everything needed for this life, such as food and clothing, home and property, work and
income, a devoted family, an orderly community, good government, favorable weather, peace and health, a
good name, and true friends and neighbors.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Martin Luther says we pray this petition so that we realize God is giving us daily bread. What
difference does that make?
In the list of things that are considered “daily bread,” which of those surprises you? Why?
Besides basic necessities, which of the things on the “daily bread” list would you find it hard to live
without? What do you think it means when sometimes we don’t always get all of things on that list?
What do you find most comforting in Luther’s explanation? What do you find most challenging?

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Worship
returns to
8:30 &
11:00 am
Sunday,
September 8th

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Annual Congregational meeting
October 20, 2019 - 12:15
All members are encouraged to attend

Volunteers needed for Visitation team
The Visitation team is comprised of members from our
congregation who visit those members who are not able to attend
Sunday service in person. Members spend fellowship time about
once a month with these shut-ins and also offer them communion.
Typically a visit can last anywhere from 20 minutes to an
hour. The number of members requesting visitation continues to
grow and we have a need for more volunteers. Please consider
giving it a try. You can also partner up with someone and go as a
team. Contact Pastor Serena if you are interested.

The Funeral Fund
Did you know that at Town Line Church we have a fund to help in our
ministry to put on Funeral Dinners? We give our members and their
families a place to sit, relax and eat after the Funeral service. Our funds
have been depleted in the last few years. Please consider giving to this
fund so we can keep up with this wonderful ministry to our
congregation.

Sunday School Safari Kick Off
September 8, 2019

9:45 am
Get your kids to the Sunday School kick off
for some fun games and yummy snacks!
Classes start at age 3 See you all there!
A registration is included in this newsletter. Fill it out and bring it
with you the 1st day of Sunday School.
We are looking for people who would be interested in being a
teacher sub. If anyone has questions they can contact Molly
Bauer at 716-683-6067.
Confirmation Classes start for our 7th and 8th Grade Students
Sunday, September 8th at 9:45 am.
A letter will arrive in the mail soon. Please register your child for
our Confirmation class. The requirements to complete the
confirmation program ae to attend confirmation class regularly,
complete monthly bible sheet, attend worship regularly,
participate in service to the church, and
model appropriate behavior.
We look forward to seeing you and your child at church.

Volunteer your time and talents at Town Line Lutheran.
Usher, choirs, Altar Guild, readers, garden, lawn mowing,
coffee hour, acolytes, funeral
dinners, Sunday school assistants,
quilters, book club, youth groups
and more!
Sign-up sheets and volunteers to
answer questions will be available
in the gathering space on Sunday,
Sept 8th

Town Line Lutheran
Sunday School Registration Form
Child’s Name:_________________________________________
Child’s age:_____Date of Birth:_______ School grade:_________
Name of parent (s):_____________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
City:_____________State:_______ Zip:_____________
Home Telephone: (____)______________ Preferred_____
Cell Phone:

(____) ______________Preferred_____

Home email address:______________________________
Siblings: __________________Grade:_____
__________________Grade:_____
Allergies or other Medical conditions:
____________________________________________________
In Case of an emergency contact:_________________________
Relationship to child:_______________________________
I authorize Town Line Lutheran Church to publish photographs
taken of my child_________at church events on publicity
materials such as Facebook.
Parent signature: __________________________________

The QUILTERS will begin our new season
on Monday, Sept. 9. We will then meet every
other Monday from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm
(Sept. 23, Oct. 7, 21, etc.). Bring your lunch and
enjoy good fellowship and conversation while
joining in a worthwhile outreach to our community.
A huge “thank you” to all those who have been donating
sheets and material over the summer. There is an ongoing need
for these items during our season and we would very much
appreciate you keeping us in mind when “cleaning house.” Items
may be left in the church coat room marked “Quilters.”
Please consider joining us as we continue our service to
those less fortunate. We welcome anyone (come when you can,
leave when you must) and will be glad to show you how easy it
really is to help. If you have any questions, please call Lois
Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers You can join the Town
Line book club at any time. We meet the 3rd
Monday of every month at the Church. Just
read the book and join us for lively conversation
on the book.
September: White Houses by Amy Bloom
October:
Room by Emma Donahouge
November: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
December: Eleanor Oliophant is completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
January:
Where the crawdads sings by Delia Owens
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any
questions

Redemption and Roseanne
Five Week Fall Bible Study
Sundays at 7 pm starting Sept 22
Wednesday at 10 am starting Sept 25
Join us as we watch and discuss episodes of the
1980s TV show Rosanne and discuss Bible stories.
Hope to see you there!

YOUTH NEWS…
TOWN LINE LUTHERAN YOUTH GROUP MISSION STATEMENT
We serve God, our church and our community as we companion one
another along our faith journeys.
We promote healthy relationships centered around activities that
encourage service and fellowship in a Christian setting. We foster a kind
and safe environment that allows for positive comments, affirmation and
inclusive activities creating a safe space for conversation, and faith
exploration. We value the individual and honor them as children of God.
Kids in Christ -our youth group for grades 3-6
We meet about four times a year and enjoy service, fun activities, team
building and learning about our faith in a hands-on way! Up-coming
events-Reverse trick or treat, playdate day, Christmas caroling
Youth Group-our youth group for grades 6-12
We enjoy growing in our faith with hands-on experiences, service
projects to serve our church and community, fairy tale theater and
other fun activities, team building games, leadership building, worship
leadership and fund- raising events Learning different ways to pray,
leadership skills, how to be a light in our world!
If your youth is interested in information about our groups please speak
with Kate Snyder 668-5610
If you would like to receive a text informing you of upcoming youth
events please fill out a form with your information (found on the youth
bulletin board) and place it in Kate’s mailbox.
YOUTH GROUP (grades 6-12)
will have their first meeting
Sept 8th noon-1:00 kids & parents
We’ll give you an overview of our program, upcoming events, answer
questions and get acquainted
We will also select parts for fairy tale theater
while our adults chat!

MUSIC NOTES…

We have a brand- new singing group!
CELEBRATION CHOIR!
It’s a choir for both men and women-high school or
older We rehearse 2X a month on Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm
we sing at the 11:00 worship twice a month
No prior musical experience is needed-just bring a joyful spirit and a
willing heart and we’ll teach you the rest!
First rehearsal is Sept 10th
Have you always wanted to play an instrument but never had the
chance?
Well how about joining our BELL CHOIR!
We rehearse the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month
and play at the 8:30 service once a month
No prior musical experience needed-you don’t have to read music-we
will teach you what you need to know
First rehearsal is Sept 18th @ 6:15

Are you an early bird & like to sing to greet the sun? Well,
have we got the choir for you!
Our Chancel Choir for men & women high school & older
Rehearses Wednesdays at 7:30 and
sings each week at the 8:30 service
no prior experience needed-we teach you what you need to know and
have a fun time doing it!
First rehearsal is Sept 18TH @ 7:30

God and Country Program
Beginning in the September we will be offering 3 levels of the God and Country
Program. The information for all levels being offered is listed below.
To Parents and youth (Grades 1–3):
God and Me
Theme: “Best Friends with Jesus”
 Read Bible stories and make games
 Keep your games in a GAMEBox
 Do 4 lessons and 4 family projects
 Memorize the Lord’s Prayer
 Present your work to your counselor and pastor
This program is to further enrich your faith with Jesus. Boys and Girls in 1st
grade through 3rd grade can participate. The program is recognized by the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts but you do not have to be a scout to participate in the
program. The program will be held at Town Line Lutheran Church on Sundays
at 11am to 12pm for 10 meetings in the conference room on the 2 nd floor.
Dates are as follows:
09/22/19
10/27/19
09/29/19
11/03/19
10/06/19
11/10/19
10/13/19
11/17/19
10/20/19
11/24/19 Review
To Parents and youth (Grades 4–5):
God and Family
Theme: “Pizza”
 Read Bible stories and make pizza
 To provide an opportunity for young people and families to explore
their faith together
 To learn six ways of strengthening families through faith
 To learn the Ten Commandments
 Present your work to your counselor and pastor
This program is to further enrich your faith with Jesus. Boys and Girls in 4th
grade through 5th grade can participate. The program is recognized by the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts but you do not have to be a scout to participate in
the program. The program will be held at Town Line Lutheran Church on
Sundays at 11am to 12pm for 12 meetings in the conference room on the 2 nd
floor.

Dates are as follows:
09/22/19
09/29/19
10/06/19
10/13/19
10/20/19
10/27/19

11/03/19
11/10/19
11/17/19
11/24/19
12/01/19
12/08/19 Review

To Parents and youth (Grades 6–8):
God and Church
Curriculum Goals:
 To strengthen young people’s relationship with Christ
 To challenge young people to learn about and participate in the
worship and ministry of the church
 To have young people make a plan for daily Bible reading and
memorize a creed or statement of belief or passage of scripture
 To provide the opportunity for young people to experience the joy of
serving other
This program is to further enrich your faith with Jesus. Boys and Girls in 6th
grade through 8th grade can participate. The program is recognized by the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts but you do not have to be a scout to participate in
the program. The program will be held at Town Line Lutheran Church on
Sundays at 8:30am to 9:30am for 12 meetings in the conference room on the
2nd floor. Dates are as follows:
09/22/19
11/03/19
09/29/19
11/10/19
10/06/19
11/17/19
10/13/19
11/24/19
10/20/19
12/01/19
10/27/19
12/08/19 Review
Upon completion of the program the youth will be recognized at a church
service and presented certificates and medals. Further recognition will be
made if they are in scouts by their units and at the Protestant Committee on
Scouting’s Annual Dinner.
Counselors for this program are Laura Heinrich and Jim Heinrich. Many of the
participants that complete this third program continue on with “God and Life”.
Questions???? Call Jim Heinrich at 866-1942 or e-mail jeheinrich@aol.com

The Town Line Lutheran Church Garden
Thank you to all who helped with
the Town Line Lutheran church
garden. We were able to help many
families and community
organizations this year.
God’s hands at Work!

Dear Friends at Town Line Lutheran, Thank you for supporting
local missions through Lutheran Charities. We’re so very grateful
for your year-to date gifts to our general Fund.
Sincerely, Lutheran Charities of Western New York.
Thank you to the Congregation for saving the pop can tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House.
Dear congregation, Thank you very much for helping me to earn
my Gold award. I really appreciate your generosity during the VBS
collection drive, and for allowing me to hold my talent show during
Summerfest. Thank you for all your help. From Anna Jegierski.
Dear Town Line Lutheran, thank you very much for the graduation
gas card. I really appreciate this generous gift, and for your
support. Love Anna Jegierski
Dear Town Line Lutheran, Thank you so much for the generous
gift. I greatly appreciate it and cant’ thank you enough.
Tim Hinsken

PRAY FIRST

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Order memorial brick(s)
in memory of your
loved ones.
Order forms are available at
the Church
Have Questions?
Call the Church office

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal
Get your dedication in our new hymnals today.
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given:
As a Memorial:
In memory of
_____________________________by_______________________
As a Thank offering for blessings:
In thankfulness for blessings received by
________________________
To honor someone
In honor of
_________________________by_______________________
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church Memorial
fund and mail/drop off this form to church or place in offering plate.

Coloring Page

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change
of address or phone
number, please
email the Church
and let us know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com

Friend us on
Facebook!
Join us on Twitter!

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any Sunday.
There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Church Council 2018-2019
President:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Benevolence Treasurer:
Trustee:
Deacon:
Deacon:
Member:
Member:

Larry Muscoreil 465-3301
Rick Krueger
213-8000
Marcie Mason
984-5858
Patty Zehler
908-3877
Judy Quinty
902-4316
Heidi Wild
983-5507
Mark Reddy
359-2389
Harry Mandris
937-0322
Harold Bowen
684-1557
Ann Marie Appleby 650-8785
Ellie DeFilippo
574-9830

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: Larry Muscoreil
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610
/

Church Office Hours
Tuesday & Wednesday
9:00 am – noon
The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and
volunteers, please knock or use the doorbell at the carport door
when you stop by. If you need assistance outside of these
hours please call/text Diane 716-713-3149 or
Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
August 4
August 11
August 18

Attendance
Offerings
142
$3,761
85
$4,518
73
$1,718
Needed Weekly $3,800

Worship Assistants for September
Ushers
Early (8:30 am)
John Wild
Rick Krueger
Dean Trommetter

Late (11 am)
David Reiner
Ron Ball
Harry Mandris

Acolytes
1

8:30 am
Paige Mertz
John Wild

8

Josie Wild

15
22

Paige Mertz
Shawn Witucki
Colton Witucki

29

Riley Streit

10:00 am
Daulton Mason
11:00 am
Alaina Dersam
Paige Jegierski
Nate Jegierski
Taylor Tyburski
Shawn Scotland
Adam Bauer

Communion Set–up
1
8
15
22

John Wild
Tricia Phillips
Anne Stanek
Charlie Turner

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

We are in need of readers for Sunday worship. If you would
like to help us with this important ministry please let the church
office know. Thank you in advance for your help.
Communion set up volunteers: Would you like to learn how to
set up Communion for our worship services? We can show you
how and we really need you. Please let Pastor Serena or the
church office know and we can get you on the schedule
.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for all the
above Ministries!
Call the Church office if you would
like to help at the church in any of
these or our many other ministries

September 4 38 years Cheryl and Steven Fallon
September 5 60 years Eileen and Robert Ulbrich
September 7 62 years Diana and Ronald Huber
September 12 60 years Thelma and Bill Dabb
September 28 40 years Patti and Clifford Nowicki
Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

Baptism
August 4, 2019 Leo Anthony Charles, son of
Steven and Megan Holcomb.

DEATHS
Called to the Church Triumphant on July 14 was our member
Beatrice Paschke. A funeral service was held at Town Line on
July 22, 2019. Our sympathy to her family and friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant on June 27 was our member
Thomas Uebelhoer. A funeral service was held at Town Line on
July 2, 2019. Our sympathy to his family and friends.

Town Line Lutheran Memorials
To the memorial fund
In memory of Beatrice Paschke from
International Brotherhood of Electrical workers
Annette Fitscher
Dorthy Hake and Virginia Mainus

1 Althea Green
2 Deborah Hamm
2 Justine Fritz
2 Samantha Lewczyk
2 Steven Randall
3 Tom Dickinson
5 Raymond Abell
5 Lynn Czajka
5 Matthew Hamm
5 Steven Holcomb
5 Ronald Kidder
8 Rick Krueger
10 Mark Czajka
10 Larry Luderman
10 Cynthia Menzies
11 Zachary Heberlein
12 Erin Bliemeister
12 Eric Guidie
12 Kathi Jegierski
12 Mackenzie Mertz
12 Luciano Muscoreil
13 Eric Wilckens
14 James J Macken
14 Deborah Peebles
14 Samantha Peters
16 Randy Stanek
16 John Stutzman

18 Harry Mandris
18 Carole Noel
18 Carol Pache
19 Nicholas Kron
19 Ryan Lee
19 Herbert Schmidt IV
20 Brian Kendall
20 Jodi Rospierski
21 Meghan Shanley
22 Tammi Kron
23 Dawn Guidie
24 Ruth Maciejewski
25 Jacob Klimczak
25 Nick Preusch
25 Benjamin Reiner
26 John Smith
26 Patricia Zehler
27 Charles Turner
28 Wes Piasecki
28 Deborah Schall
28 Cheryl Schreiner
30 Lillian Skubis
30 Olivia Casell
30 Bonnie Aston
30 Michelle Hill
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please contact the
Church office, 684-1467.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1159 Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace

Church office: 716-684-1467
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com

