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FROM OUR PASTOR 
 
Dear Friends, 
   I’m going to take a month off of what I have been doing the last few 
months to focus on a special project I would like to encourage you to be a part 
of.  This month I invite everyone to TLC with TLLC.  (Take up the Lent 
Challenge with Town Line Lutheran Church!)  There are more details on how to 
join the Lent Challenge in this newsletter.   
 I thought it might help if I talk about why I am encouraging all of us to do 
this.  To understand that we need to learn a bit about the history.  Lent is the 40 
days before Easter, a time set aside by the church for soul-searching, reflection 
and taking stock.  One of the ways that people choose to do this is through the 
practice of fasting.  Fasting is not necessarily giving up all food for a time period.  
Fasting is a spiritual exercise, meant to help our faith grow.  The origins of 
Friday Fish Frys come from Lent.  People would give up meat for Lent and 
instead eat fish.  The point is to give up something that you enjoy so that you 
can appreciate what Jesus has done for you. Giving up one thing can make you 
appreciate everything else in your life even more.  And in our world of excess, I 
think fasting from something you enjoy can be a good way to remind ourselves 
of what’s really important.  
 Our history has us give up things, but another (and just as important) way 
to grow in our faith is by taking up a new healthy habit. There are many habits in 
our lives that will help our health and wellness.  Exercise, prayer, meditation, 
daily scripture reading are just a few of these.  Maybe you are someone who 
would benefit more from taking up a new healthy habit instead of giving up 
something.   

Whatever you decide to do, I think that this Lent practice will help us in 
many ways.  By making a change in our lives, we can show God our gratitude 
for all that Jesus did for us.   

So, what are you giving up/taking up for Lent?  Fill out your form, put in 
the box at church next to the prayer table (or send it to us as the church office) 
and join us as together we journey through Lent and give to God (and 
ourselves) a great gift this season.   
God’s peace, 

Pastor Serena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday School News 

 
 

3rd Grade Bibles: On Sunday 

March 31st our 3 Graders will receive 
their own Bibles with their families.  
To be a part of the Bible presentation, 
parent and students must attend a 
special Sunday school meeting on 
Sunday, March 24 at 9:45 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

A letter will be sent out with more information.  

 
Coming in May:  First communion classes for children 2nd 
grade and up will be held on Sunday, May 5 at the 11:00 am 
worship.  Mandatory class for parents and students will take place 
on Saturday, May 4 from 1-3 pm.   
.  

 

       Family Worship 

Sunday, March 4 at 11am worship. 
         “Out in the open” 

  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019  

Roar: Life is Wild, God is good! (Africa theme) 
Vacation Bible School will be Sunday June 23-Thursday June 27 
          from 6-8pm with a light dinner served at 5:30. 
Mark your calendars!  Volunteers are needed for VBS: youth 
must be completing 6th grade to volunteer.  Please see Pastor 
Serena for a volunteer sheet in February.  We are looking for 
volunteers who can commit to the whole week.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The QUILTERS will meet every other Monday 

during March (4th and 18th), from about 9:15 am 
until Noon.  Bring your lunch and enjoy good 
fellowship and conversation.  Please consider 
joining us as we continue our service to those in 
our community and surrounding area who are less 
fortunate.   

If you have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782. 

 
Calling all Readers You can join the Town 

Line book club at any time.  We meet the 3rd 
Monday of every month at the Church.  Just 
read the book and join us for lively 
conversation on the book.   
 

March: America's First Daughter by Stephanie Dray 
April: The Hamilton Affair by Elizabeth Cobbs 
May: Special meeting date: Monday May 20th 10am with the    
          author of The Past is Always Present by Lillian Herzburg.   
          $5 donation per person.   
June: A Place for Us by by Fatima Farheen Mirza 
July: Educated by Tara Westover 
August: White House by Amy Bloom 
September: Room by Emma Dongahue 
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at: 
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any questions 
 
"Saving Soles" shoe drive March and April 2019.  Donate your 
gently worn, used and new shoes.  Help us raise funds for our 
organization by donating today.  And don’t forget to ask friends, 

family, neighbors and co-workers to donate too!  
Collection crate is in the gathering space.  
Collected shoes are used to support micro-
enterprise vendors. Micro-enterprises are small 
businesses in developing nations. They are 

typically operated by one person or family and friends depending on 
size.  See Anne Marie Appleby 238-4080 with questions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 Niagara Lutheran Home Guild:You are invited to the NLHS Guild 
Luncheon on March 21, 2019 at 5949 Broadway in Lancaster.  
Devotions to be announced. Call Joyce Smith by March 14 at 651-
9344 if you are interested in joining the Ladies of TLLC.   
 

IT'S FISH FRY TIME!!!! 

Boy Scout Troop 160 will be holding its 
annual fish fry fundraiser on Friday, April 12 

from 4pm-7pm in the gathering space.    
                 Take out only!  Watch for the scouts to be selling tickets 
in the gathering space in March and April. 
 
All in God's Family: a five week Bible study during Lent starting 

in March. 
Join us as we explore an episode of the 
classic TV show   "All in the Family" and 
pair it with a Bible story.  Classes will be: 
Sunday evening at 6pm starting March 
10 Wednesday mornings at 10am starting 
March 13th.  
 

 

Church photo directory by Lifetouch:             
Get a free 8 by 10 and professional 
photo session! (We need you to sign up by March 17th.)                

Sign up online at townlinelutheran.com or call Robin Gilbert               
(810-2719) Sessions are Thursday March 28, Friday March 29 and 
Saturday March 30.$5 coupon if you bring an item for the food 
pantry. Family pets are welcome to be part of the photos.   
        

 

Worship 
March 6, 2019 

10:00 am & 7:00 pm 
Imposition of Ashes &  

Holy Communion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://townlinelutheran.com/


T.L.C. (Take up the Lent Challenge!) 
Give up/Take up for Lent, for God: join the Lenten project for everyone!  
There are many things in life that we do that are not good for us.  There are 
many things in life we should do that are good for us.  So often we forget that 
our entire being belongs to God, and what a better way to remind ourselves of 
this by joining the Give Up/ Take Up Lent Challenge.   
Here is what you are invited to do: 

1. Prayerfully consider your life.  Decide on an unhealthy practice to give up 

or a new healthy practice to take up.  Just one.  It should not be too hard 

or too easy. (Some examples are listed below.)   

2. Write it down on the sheet below and place it in the Give Up/ Take Up 

challenge offering box.  Consider this an offering to God from you. It is 

your gift to God for Lent.  (if you are not at worship feel free to mail or 

email it to the church office.)  You may sign your name, use a nickname, 

or leave it blank.  We will display these sheets in the gathering area.  

3. Begin your challenge on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  Your challenge ends 

on Easter Sunday, April 21st.   

4. Forgive yourself!  If you slip up begin your challenge again the next day.  

The goal is to try, but we are human and we all fall short.   

5. On Easter Sunday fill out the challenge completed card at the prayer 

table.  Everyone who makes an effort to try this challenge will get a little 

gift to remind them of their special offering they gave to God this Lent. 

A few Suggestions to Give Up/ Take Up.   
Give up a food or beverage that is unhealthy. 
Give up hitting the snooze button.  
Give up gossip or negative talking about others.  
Give up eating out/getting fast food.  
Take up daily prayer/Bible reading.  
Take up exercising 3 times a week.  
Take up volunteering at a place you never have.  
Take up daily meditation.   
Fill in this form found below or pick one up at the prayer table and turn it in by 

March 3.   

  

My offering to God this Lent is to 

Give Up or Take Up: (circle one) 
 

Name of Participant: _________________________________ 

 
 
 



 

YOUTH NEWS… 

to everyone who helped with the Valentine Brunch! We 

couldn’t have done it without you! It was a great success! 

 

to all our youth who participated in our Youth Sunday! 

It’s great to see our future leaders do such a 

terrific job with worship leadership! 

INTERGENERATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE 

                               March 31st noon-3:00  

Our youth are sponsoring a day where we gather together 

To help others in our community. ALL AGES ARE WELCOME! 

(Lunch will be provided) 

Our SERVING PROJECT WILL BE … VISITATION DAY!  

We will create a gift for our shut-ins & travel to visit and 

interview them and learn their fascinating life stories  

 

As part of our Day of Service we will be collecting…  

NEW socks- baby, toddler & children 

NEW underwear children’s sizes 3-14/16 

for HARVEST HOUSE Baby & Children’s Ministry 
 

If you have any questions about our youth ministry please  

call Kate Snyder 668-5610 

 

 

 



MUSIC NOTES… 
 
Our Bell choir is in great need of additional 
bell ringers. It’s very difficult to play pieces 
without a full complement of volunteers. You 
don’t need to read music and we will 
lovingly teach you everything you need to 

know. Rehearsals are the first and third Wednesday of the 
month and we play one Sunday a month for 8:30 worship.  
If you are interested please speak with Kate or any of our 
choir members. This is a fun way to make music! 
 

Chancel Choir 
rehearses every 
Wednesday @ 7:30                                                                   
and sings for each 
week for 8:30 worship 
 

 
Women’s choir rehearses the first and third Thursday of 
the month and sings for 11:00 worship twice a month. 
 
It’s a great opportunity to serve but also to have fun and 
create great relationships with our choir members.  
 
We hope you will prayerfully consider serving 
 
Any questions? Call Kate Snyder 668-5610 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
& 

Taste of Town Line 
 
     Sunday, April 14th, come to church hungry and ready to feast 
at the 5th annual Taste of Town Line.  From 12:15 to 2:30, you’ll 
have the chance to sample the best dishes of the cooks of Town 
Line Lutheran Church and, this year, of the dedicated volunteers 
from Alden’s Meals on Wheels too as they team up with us to 
make the day even better. Like always, you’ll get the chance to 
vote for your favorite appetizer, entrée, side and dessert.   
 
     Want in on the fun?  Have a family favorite snack, a dish to 
pass that you HAVE to bring to every gathering, a dessert to die 
for?  Dust off those cookbooks, pull out the pots and pans and fire 
up the stove.  Entry forms are available in the gathering space or 
in this newsletter.  Paper goods are provided, and entrants eat for 
free.  
 
     $10 adults, $5 ages 5-12 gets you unlimited tastes.  Kids 4 and 
under taste for free.  A hot beverage bar, featuring coffee, tea and 
cocoa is included as well.  Meals on Wheels will sponsor a giant 
basket raffle and offer fun-filled family events. If anyone wishes to 
donate a basket for the raffle they can drop it at church or Meals 
on Wheels.   
 
     All proceeds will go to Alden’s Meals on Wheels to help them 
bring nutritious meals to our neighbors who are unable to cook for 
themselves.  Enter your best dish today, and make plans for April 
14th to taste the best that Town Line Lutheran has to offer. 
 

 

 



 
Taste of Town Line: entry form  

Sunday April 14  
to benefit Alden Meals on Wheels 

12:15pm (tasting ends at 2:30) 
Hosted by: Town Line Lutheran Church,  

1159 Town Line Road, Alden 
 

Have a favorite recipe?   
Have a dish you are “known for?”   

Share it for a great cause at the Taste of Town Line! 
 

Enter your dish in any category:  
appetizer, entrée, side dish or dessert. 
(attendees vote for their favorites and  
prizes are awarded in each category!) 

 
Make bite size portions for approximately  

150 people. 
Those entering a dish get free admission and tasting! 

Questions: call Town Line Lutheran, 684-1467 or                         
email pastorserena@ gmail.com  

Please fill out form below,  
return to Town Line Lutheran or Meals on Wheels  

by April 7 
 Keep top half for your information.  Thank you!!! 

 
Name:__________________________________ 
Phone number:___________________________ 
Category: check one for each dish you will be 
bringing  
(you may enter more than one!) 

☐Appetizer                        ☐Entrée  

☐Side Dish                        ☐Dessert 
 
 



 

 HOLY WEEK  
 SCHEDULE 

  
Palm Sunday Worship  April 14  8:30 and 11:00 am 

 
Maundy Thursday Worship April 18 at 7:00 pm 

 
Good Friday Worship    April 19 at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm 

 
Easter Sunday Worship    April 21 

 
Start your day with Sunrise worship  
at 6:30 am    Continental breakfast following 
 

Celebration Worship:  8:30 and 11:00 am  
 
Easter Egg hunt – 9:45 am in the Church sanctuary 

 

 
Easter plant sale and dedications   
We will be decorating the church with plants on 
Easter.  If you would like to place a plant on our 
chancel for Easter, the youth will be selling plants 
March 3 and 10 in the gathering space.   
These dedications are put into the Easter Sunday 
bulletins. Don’t forget to write your dedications on 
the sheet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



The coloring page 
 

 
 
 
 
                                            



Picture page 
 

 
Scout Sunday 2019 
 

 
The Pre-K – 2nd Grade singing at Church 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWN LINE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MEMORIAL WALKWAY  
 Order your memorial brick(s) in memory 

of your loved ones. 
Order forms are available at the Church.   

 
 
 

 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 
The Memorial Committee and Church Council have approved setting 
up funds to pay for a new ELW Hymnal.   
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given: 
As a Memorial: 
In memory of 
_____________________________by____________________ 
As a Thank offering for blessings: 
In thankfulness for blessings received by 
________________________ 
To honor someone 
In honor of 
_________________________by_______________________ 
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church Memorial fund 
and mail/drop off this form to church or place in offering plate. 

 

 
 
 



The Town Line Lutheran  
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter  

1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive 
your newsletter electronically. The church email is 
townlinetllc@aol.com. 

2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the 
newsletter will be available for you to take home the 
last Sunday of every month.  

3. Download from the church website:    
www.townlinelutheran.com 

      If none of the above work we can mail it to your home 
 

 

If you have a 
change of address 
or phone number, 
please email the 
Church and let us 
know 
 

Email addresses are needed:  If you would like to have 
your  email added so we can contact you in this way, please 
email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.   
 
 

CHECK OUT OUR  
      WEBSITE           
              

Townlinelutheran.com                       

Friend us on facebook! 
 

Church Cancellation:  please check Channel 2 for Town Line 
Lutheran Church closings.   
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How can you help others or get help? 
    Here are a few local agencies 
 
Alden Pantry collection 
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any 
Sunday.  There is a blue box located in the Coat room.   
 

Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.   
Call 937-7105 for more information 
 

Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”  
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program 
Call: 542-2226   www.heartsandhandsfia.org 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.   
 

Suicide Bereavement support 
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day: 
(585)202-2783      Erie County Crisis Services 
                                      (716)834-3131 
 

Lutheran Charities  www.wnylutherancharities.org 
                                         716-632-2623 
 

Alzheimer’s Association of WNY 
24/7 Helpline  1-800-272-3900 
Program.wny@alz.org 
2805 Wehrle Dr  Suite 6   Williamsville, NY 14221 
 

Hospice Buffalo 
225 Como Park   Cheektowaga, NY  14227  716-686-1900 
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo 
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480 
 (716) 686-8006 
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227 
(716) 359-8056 
Life Transitions Center, Inc. 
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480 
Phone: (716) 836-6460 
Caring Hearts Home Care 
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202  (716) 686-8300 
 

 
 
 

http://www.heartsandhandsfia.org/
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Church Council 2018-2019  
President:                         Larry Muscoreil    465-3301 
Vice Pres:                         Rick Krueger        213-8000 
Secretary:                         Marcie Mason      984-5858 
Treasurer:                         Patty Zehler         908-3877 
Financial Secretary:         Judy Quinty          902-4316 
Benevolence Treasurer:   Heidi Wild            983-5507 
Trustee:                            Mark Reddy         359-2389 
Trustee:                            Tom Stutzman     937-6511 
Deacon:                            Harry Mandris      937-0322 
Deacon:                            Harold Bowen      684-1557 
Member:                           Ann Marie Appleby 650-8785 
Member:                           Ellie DeFilippo       574-9830                  
 

Church Staff Information      
Ministers: All the People of God in this place 
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Church Council President: Larry Muscoreil 
Secretary:               Diane Casell   Office: 684-1467 
Sexton:                   Ann Stanek 
Music Director:      Kate Snyder: 668-5610 

 

  Church Office Hours 

Monday, - Thursday     9:00 am – noon 
The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and 

volunteers, please knock or use the doorbell at the carport door 
when you stop by.  If you need assistance outside of these 

hours please call/text Diane  716-713-3149 or  
Pastor Serena 716-510-2939 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Facts and Figures 
 

Sunday                     Attendance           Offerings 

February 3                    132                         $4,618 

February 10                  107                         $5,396 

February 17                  156                         $3,482 

                                            Needed Weekly $3,865 

 

 



 
COUNCIL CORNER 
As our Church Council works to improve our church and 
community, we would like to keep everyone informed of our 
activities.  We would like to recap 2018 and will provide monthly 
updates as needed throughout the year. 
In 2018, we furthered our mission statement of “being a servant 
community”.  We took on a new community ministry, Foster Love 
Closet which services foster parents throughout WNY.  The 
Council supported 2 Girl Scouts in their service projects that 
enabled them to earn Gold and Silver Awards.  We also are 
working on furnishing an apartment for a refugee family. 
The Council is working hard to maintain our building and grounds 
by fixing numerous problems, repairing roof shingles, repairing the 
roof over the narthex and septic tank issues. 
The Memorial Committee was able to have funds for a new sign 
on Broadway and purchasing new hymnals. 
This past Christmas, we took the advice of the Worship Committee 
and changed the times of service.  We had 3 services that each 
yielded good attendance.  In the past, the 11:00 pm was poorly 
attended. 
For 2019, we are continuing our mission to service our church and 
our community locally and worldly.  See this newsletter for more 
information about our projects.  In March, we are starting our 
Saving Souls project.  We will be collecting new and gently used 
shoes.  The money earned from this fundraiser will go to our 
operating account in an effort to bridge the gap during the summer 
months when attendance and giving are usually low causing 
difficulty in paying our bills. 
We look forward to improving our Church and fulfilling our mission 
of being a servant community.  If you have any ideas, questions or 
comments, please contact any Council Member.  We look forward 
to hearing from you!   

 
 

 
 
 
 



Worship Assistants for March 
 

Ushers 
Early                                       Late 
Bryce Blair                             David Baehre  
Jeweliet Phillips                     Mark Reddy 
Lisa Blair                                Marcie Mason 
                                               Justin Mason 
             

Acolytes 
         Early                                  Late 
3       Colton Witucki                   Adam Bauer 
         Josie Wild    
10     Mackenzie Mertz               Haley Tyburski 
                                                    Alaina Dersam 
17     John wild                             Daulton Mason 
         Riley Streit 
24     Paige Mertz                        Tony Muscoreil 
         Shawn Witucki                    Shawn Scotland 
31     Colton Witucki                    Ben Wild 
 

Communion Set–up 
  3     John Wild                          8:30 am 
         Marcie Mason                 11:00 am 
 6      Barb Sims                        10:00 am 
         Mark and Jody Reddy          7 pm 
10     Charlie Turner                  11:00 am 
17      Ellie DeFilippo                  8:30 am 
24       Marci Mason                  11:00 am 

 
2019 Coffee Cup Volunteers 

March 3: Sharon Holcomb 

March 10: Mike and Sue DeWitt 
March 17: Elli DeFilippo 

March 24: Judy Quinty 

March 31: Joyce Smith 

If you would like to help by washing the coffee cups after worship to help 
reduce our carbon footprint, please email                                               
Pastor Serena.  (pastorserena@gmail.com)   
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March 10       52 years – Diana and James Macken 
March 30       45 years – Patricia and William Aquila 
Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and  
over 30 years)   If so, please let us know at the Church office. 
 

In Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Ruth and Dan Ives at the 
death of her mother, Theresa Martens on February 6th.  A Funeral 
took place at Town Line Lutheran on February 23.   
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family of Ron Kidder 
who died January 3, 2019. A Funeral took place at the Funeral 
home on January 7, 2019.    
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family of Shawn Miller     
on his death on February 16th.  A funeral service took place at the 
Funeral home on February 22nd.   
 

ELW Hymnal Dedications 
With Thankfulness for blessings received by   
Larry and Judy Luderman 
In memory of Pastor Robert and Mrs. Margaret Wendelin 
by JJ Jimerson 

 
Welcome to Donald Wuerch  
who has joined our community  
of faith. 
 

If you are interested in joining our church family please call the 
church office or speak to Pastor Serena 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 
1  Sarah Maciejewski 
2  Jonathan Reddy 
2  Steven Vona 
3  Patrick Bowen  
3  Vivian Check  
3  Elaine Deazley  
3  Jason Macken  
3  Thomas Jr Seagrave  
3  Amanda Nowakowski 
3  John Phillips 
4  James Frey   
5  Virginia Chauncey 
6  Wilson Wild  
7  Ann Anderson  
7  Mark Reddy  
7  Hailey Rospierski 
10 Patricia Ball  
10 Christine Finch  
10  Mark Pruitt  
11 Carley Kwietniak 
12 Richard Tyburski 
12 Joan Wilczak  
12  Lori Kumpf 
13 Jeanne Seitz  
14 Richard Pache  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14 Carol Reiner  
16 Jean Syracuse  
16 Samantha Wild  
17 Maycee Reddy 
18 Lucinda Muench 
18 Millie Williams  
19 Barbara Appleby 
19 Albert Jr. Stutzman  
20 Elaine Grant  
20 Katherine Turner  
22 Cheryl Fallon   
24 Paul Pautler   
25 Thelma Dabb   
25 James Green   
25 Eric Hinsken 
27 Aaron Golding  
27 Blake Warchocki 
27 David Wilckens  
28 Brandon Cole  
28 June Smith  
29 Kaden Bonning  
29 Collin Mandris  
29  Reese Rogers 
30 Cynthia Striegel 
 

 Did we miss your 
birthday? If so, let us 
know at the Church 
office. 
 

 

 

 

 



TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1159Town Line Road 

Alden, New York   14004-9590 
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

          ELCA.org   Living in God’s Amazing Grace 
 

Church office:   716-684-1467  

Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   

Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 

Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com 

Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com 
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