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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
There is a song called “Killing me softly with his song.” I am sure
most of you have heard it. It was first made popular in 1973 by Roberta
Flack, but there have been a few remakes over the years. The words go
like this: “I heard he sang a good song, I heard he had a style. And so I
came to see him, to listen for a while. And there he was, this young boy, a
stranger to my eyes strumming my pain with his fingers, singing my life
with his words, killing me softly with his song, telling my whole life with his
words, killing me softly with his song. I felt all flushed with fever,
embarrassed by the crowd. I felt he'd found my letters and read each one
out loud I prayed that he would finish, but he just kept right on strumming
my pain with his fingers, singing my life with his words killing me softly
with his song.” It’s a beautiful, haunting song. I wondered, can we kill
another with a song? By that I mean can our words kill another?
The reason that struck me is because this month we are talking
about the 5th commandment: “You shall not kill.” This is often the
commandment that many of us pat ourselves (unless we have been in war
or other extreme circumstances) on the back and say; here is a
commandment I have kept! But have we? When you look at Luther’s
explanation of this commandment it is clear that this commandment is not
so cut and dry.
So you decide as you ponder this commandment, can we kill
someone with our words? I’d love to hear your thoughts.
Here is our section for this month:
The Fifth commandment:
You shall not kill.
What does this mean?
We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in
any way, but help him in all his physical needs.
1. What is your initial reaction to Luther’s explanation? Why do
you think you feel that way?
2. Luther explains that this commandment doesn’t just include
hurting our neighbor, but helping them. Why would God call us
to do that?
3. Does reading this explanation make this commandment harder
or easier to follow? Why?
4. Can we “kill” someone with our words? How?
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

September has been
a great start to the
Sunday School year!
Thank you to the
teachers that made
Rally Sunday a huge
success.
We are pleased to welcome our teachers this year.
Prek/K: Erin Stotz, Lisa McKibben
1/2: Patty Zehler
3/4: Judy Witucki
5/6: Jodi Rospierski
Confirmation: Lauren Wild, Heidi and Wilson Wild
Senior High: Paul Schuler
Superintendent: MIchelle Muscoreil

Sunday School Lollipop Challenge!!
Hi! Mrs. Molly Bauer here to tell you about the Lollipop Challenge!
I am helping my friend Anna Jegierski work towards earning her Girl
Scout Gold Award and we need your help! The mission of our Sunday
School Program this year will be Danny’s Helping Hands! This is an
organization which Anna helped bring to the Alden Middle School. DHHs
collects hygiene products and money to be used by the school counselors
to help students who cannot afford hot showers or hygiene items. They
may be bullied at school because of this, and Anna is hoping to stop the
bullying and provide students with the things they need to take care of
themselves. Anna will be running a Lollipop Challenge starting in October!
If you bring a donation of $1 or more to Sunday School, you can pull a
lollipop from the huge board filled with lollipops. For every $1 you bring,
you can take a chance! Some lollipops will have a colored stick. If you are
lucky enough to pull one of those, you get to pick a prize! Even if you don’t
get a colored stick, you still get a lollipop and the good feeling of knowing
that you helped someone in your community! There will be a new
game/challenge each month! Thank you for helping Anna and Danny’s
Helping Hands! God Bless!

I was a stranger, and you welcomed Me. Matthew 25:35
Would you help welcome some new neighbors to our WNY
community by preparing a home for them? Journey’s End Refugee
Services resettles families fleeing danger in their homelands in our
homeland. Through their “Home Again” program, we as a
congregation will ready an apartment for a newly-arrived refugee
family.
Can you help? We need willing hands and a few strong backs,
not to mention some trucks, to pick up and move donated furniture
and other household goods and set up the apartment in time for the
arrival of our new neighbors. The onsite work will take place on a
Saturday morning and is expected to require approximately 4 hours,
depending on the number of volunteers. Lunch will be provided. The
actual work date depends on how soon we can collect the needed
items and when the family is expected to arrive, so flexibility is
needed.
Interested? Contact Sue DeWitt, mikesuedewitt@verizon.net or
937-3453. More information, including a list of required and
suggested furnishings, will be available in the gathering space.

Bible Study
God and the Golden Girls.
Join us for a six week Bible study where
we will watch some of the best episodes
of the Golden Girls and discuss the faith
issues found in them.
Wednesdays at 10am through Oct 31
Sunday Evenings at 7pm: through Nov 4
Celebrate with us at Family Worship: Sunday
October 7 @ 11am "Life in the Gray areas"
Join us for this interactive worship as we explore
what it means to live "life in the gray areas."

Tuesday, October 9th at 12:30 pm here at
the Church. Come join us for Bible Study
and friendly conversation. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All Women of Town Line are invited.

The QUILTERS

are off and tying up a
storm – guaranteeing another very productive
season. Thank you for your continued
donations of materials--they are very much
appreciated! We will continue to meet every
other Monday (10/8, 10/22, then Nov. 5, etc.) from about 9:15 am
until 1:00 pm. Come join us (or come visit and see what we do) -bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and conversation.
Any non-weather-related changes to our schedule will be placed
in the Sunday bulletin. If you have any questions, please call Lois
Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers You can join the
Town Line book club at any time. We meet
the 3rd Monday of every month at the Church.
Just read the book and join us for lively
conversation on the book.
October “Mary, Mrs. A Lincoln” by Janis Cooke Newman
November “Hidden Light of Northern Fires” Darren Wang
December “The Christmas Wedding” Patterson and DiLallo
January “America’s First Daughter” Dray and Kamole
February “Lilac Girls” Martha Hall Kelly
March “The Hamilton Affair” Elizabeth Cobbs
April “A Place for Us” Fatima Farheen Mirza
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with questions

You are invited to join the Woman of TLLC:
Niagara Lutheran Guild Luncheon GHRC at 5949 Broadway on
Oct. 18 at 11:30 am. Devotion: Rev. Jordan Miller-Stubbehdick of
St. Paul’s, Niagara Falls. RSVP by Oct. 11 to Joyce Smith: 6519344. Card Workshop after Luncheon.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 21 - 12:15 pm
The Annual Congregational meeting of the Town Line Lutheran
Church will be held on Sunday, October 21 at 12:15 pm in the
fellowship hall. Reports of all organizations; Nomination
committee, and the budget will be on the agenda.
We need you! Would you like to serve God and help guide your
church into the future? We need you for Church Council. If you
are interested please speak to John Wild or Pastor Serena.
REMINDER: All year-end reports
from our Committees, Organizations
and treasurers are due in the Church
office October 9 for printing in the Annual report.

All Saints Remembrance: Sunday, November 4
If you have lost a loved one in this last year and
would like them remembered on All Saints Sunday
during worship, please call or email the church
office with your loved ones name and what
worship service you will attend by October 28
Their name will be read during worship and a
white rose will be placed in the baptismal font in
their honor. Someone must be present during
worship to receive the rose to take home as a
remembrance. Your loved one does not have to have been a
member of Town Line, this is open to anyone who has lost a loved
one since last November.
Reducing our Carbon Footprint: coffee cups on Sundays
To help reduce the waste at church we are seeking volunteers to
help with coffee hospitality. Currently we use disposable coffee
cups on Sunday mornings. We would like to use real mugs but we
are in need of volunteers willing to wash them and clean up the
coffee pot after worship. If you are willing to volunteer for this once
a month (or more) please call the church office (684-1467) or email
Pastor Serena. (pastorserena@gmail.com)

YOUTH NEWS…
FAIRYTALE THEATER PRESENTS…
“The Wizard of Odds” by our
Town Line Lutheran Youth Group

Nov.2nd & 3rd @ 7:00 PM

with a matinee performance November 3rd
@ 3:00 PM
A silly remake of the classic story when we
learn, there’s really no place like home!
Be sure to get your tickets from our cast members$5.00 presale/$6.00 at the door
3 years old and younger-free!
A great inexpensive family event with a
baked goods sale during intermission.
Our youth will be taking orders for Christmas
wreaths Nov 4th & 11th after each worship service.
Be sure to get your orders in- it helps support our
youth ministry!

Kids grades 3-6-We have a youth group just
for you! KIDS IN CHRIST
Our first event will be Reverse Trick or Treat
October 27th 1-4:00
We dress up in costumes & bring a homemade gift to
our homebound members followed by treats & games
(be sure to sign up on the youth bulletin boarddrivers needed!)

Music notes…

THE NEED IS GREAT FOR PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER
TO SING OR PLAY IN OUR MUSIC GROUPS. It’s
not a big commitment but a very important one!
Please consider joining one of our groups.
We’d

to have you join us!

Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesdays @ 7:30
Women’s choir rehearses
the 1st & 3rd Thursday @ 7:00
Bell choir rehearses the 1st & 3rd Wednesday @ 6:15

THERE’S A PERFECT FIT FOR EVERYONE!

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Order memorial brick(s)
in memory of your
loved ones.
Order forms are available
at the Church
Have Questions?
Call Diane 716-713-3149

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal
The Memorial Committee and Church Council have approved
setting up funds to pay for a new ELW Hymnal.
The amount per book is $25.00 which can be given:
As a Memorial:
In memory of
_____________________________by_______________________
As a Thank offering for blessings:
In thankfulness for blessings received by
________________________
To honor someone
In honor of
_________________________by_______________________
Please make checks to the Town Line Lutheran Church Memorial
fund and mail/drop off this form to church or place in offering plate.
The new hymnal will be in our pews for Advent.

We would like to Thank all of the
parishioners that have donated to the FLC!
We have put a hold on Clothing donations
for a bit but we are still accepting Winter
coats, New under ware, socks & diaperssize 0-XL as foster care goes from 0-18
years of age! Our Hours are Wed 4-6pm &
Sat 9-2pm- We are looking for anyone that
would like to volunteer with us (sorting &
hanging clothing) Also if any students need hours - they are more
than welcome to come and volunteer

Thank you to David Baehre for
making up our new sign for
Christmas worship.

Thank you members of Town Line Church and all
children who attended Vacation Bible School! I would
especially like to thank everyone who participated in
the Talent Show at Summerfest! I truly appreciate
your generous donations to my Girl Scout Gold
Award Project. The hygiene items you donated have
been delivered and organized and are at the Alden
Middle School ready for use by students in need. Your
donations helped get Danny’s Helping Hands up and running for students
in our community! Donations are still being accepted and there is a box
located in the gathering space. Monetary donations can be given to
Pastor Serena or my mom, Kathi Jegierski. An account has been
established at Alden State Bank and the money will be used by the school
counselors as needed to help students purchase yearbooks, school
supplies or sports equipment. Thank you again and I’m proud to live in
such a wonderful community! If you have any questions about my project
please call me.
Anna Jegierski 937-3506

Picture Pages
Thank you Town Line Quilters
for donating these beautiful
quilts to the Foster Love closet

Town Line Garden

Sunday School Rally Day

Dinner, Drama & Dessert!
Support Lutheran Charities ministries by helping solve the
Murder in the Undercroft!
Ripa's Restaurant
4218 Walden Ave.
Lancaster, NY
Artisan Desserts for purchase!
Basket Raffles!
Save the Date!
Seating is limited.
Ticket information will be in the bulletin soon.

Coloring Page

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to
church any Sunday. There is a blue box located in the
Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change of
address or phone
number, please email
the Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Join us on Twitter

Church Council 2017-2018
President: John Wild
517-0624
VP:
Larry Muscoreil
465-3301
Secretary: Marcie Mason
984-5858
Treasurer: Patty Zehler
908-3877
Financial Sec: Mike DeWitt
331-4931
Benevolence Treas: Heidi Wild 983-5507
Trustee 1: Tom Stutzman
Trustee 2: Rick Krueger
213-8000
Deacon 1: Anne Marie Appleby 650-8785
Deacon 2: Harold Bowen
684-1557
Member:
Judy Quinty
525-7460
Member:
Mark Reddy

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Hours
Monday, - Thursday

9:00 am – noon

The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and
volunteers, please knock or use the doorbell at the
carport door when you stop by. If you need
assistance outside of these hours please call/text
Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23

Attendance
Offerings
82
$3,110
110
$4,354
99
$3,282
145
$2,892
Needed Weekly $3,300

Worship Assistants for October
Ushers
Early Service
Charlie Turner
Jim Heinrich
Chris Whittingham
Jim Wilckens

Late Service
Ronald Peebles
Harold Bowen
Richard Noel
Mark Casell

Acolytes
Date
7
14
21
28

8:30 am
Riley Striet
John Wild
Mackenzie Mertz
Please volunteer
Josie Wild
Shawn Witucki

11:00 am
Marcus Appleby
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Taylor Tyburski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Matilynn Schmidt
Ben Wild

Communion Set –Up
7
14
21
28

Barb Sims
Marci Mason
Ellie DeFilippo
Mark and Jody Reddy

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for all the
above Ministries! Call/text Diane 716-7133149 or email the church if you would like to
help at the church in any of these or our many
other ministries

October 4
38 years Diane and Michael Randall
October 3
20 years Susan and Tim Angielczyk
October 6
58 years Annette and Ronald Fitscher
October 18 60 years Joanne and Paul Pautler
October 18 43 years Deborah and Kenneth Peebles
Did we miss your Special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the church office

Baptism
September 23, 2018 – Emery Jay, daughter of
Michael and Jessica Baker

Deaths
Called to the Church Triumphant on August 15 was our member,
Donna Pesch. A Funeral was held on August 21 at Town Line
Lutheran. Our sincere sympathy is extended to her family and
friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant on August 19 was our member
Arlene Wilhelm. A Funeral service was held at Town Line on
August 29. Our sincere sympathy is extended to his family and
friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant on August 25 was our member,
Howard Randall.. A Graveside was held for Howard and Joan on
September 22. Our sincere sympathy is extended to her family and
friends
In sympathy to Cheryl wild and family at the death of her mother
Kate Cascio.

Memorials
To the Church Sunday School and Memorial fund in memory of
Beverly Thore and Raymond Kalle by the Amigone family and staff.

2 Krisite Rogers
3 William Aquila
3 Cassidy Bauer
3 Kathy Lee
3 Joyce Noel
3 Darlene Smith
5 Vincent Muscoreil
5 Allie Space
6 Evelyn Kendall
7 Carter Golding
8 Heather Czajka
9 David Peebles
10 Timothy Kosmowski
10 Connor Streit
10 Keeley Stutzman
12 Gabe Bauer
12 Emily Voss
13 Mark Heberlein
12 George Kumpf
13 Ronald Kratzke
14 Keith Morgan
15 James Kosmowski
15 Mark Kratzke
15 Beatrice Paschke
16 Shawn Witucki
17 Alison Helms
17 Emma Krueger
17 Owen Krueger

19 Jackson Frey
21 Pat Karcher
22 Dale Green
22 Melissa Nowicki
23 Julianna Muscoreil
23 Jody Reddy
24 Eric Vona
25Margo Dombrowski
25 Barbara Whitmarsh
25Clara Witucki
26Jeweliet Phillips
26 Karssen Bonning
27Victoria Kramer
27Laura Kratzke
28Eliza Muench
28Lauren Stashak
28 Piper Manchester
29 Theodore Putney
31Benjamin Kron
31Lois E. Stutzman
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please let us know at
the church office, 684-1467
or email
Townlinetllc@aol.com

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1159 Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace

Church office: 716-684-1467
Church Fax: 716-683-1664
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com

The 1970’s Rock
Musical

Music & Lyrics
By
Steven Schwartz

1159 Town Line Rd, Alden NY 14004
We are looking for
both cast and crew!

(716) 913-3584
arlynnknauff@gmail.c

