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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Famous last words. Have you ever read heard or read
someone’s famous last word? There are a few books out there
written about final life lessons that a dying person wants to share
with others. Many times these books are filled with a lot of wisdom
and humor. Tuesdays with Morrie and The Last Lecture are a few
that I have read. Sometimes you can even find cemeteries with
famous last words. When I did a cemetery tour at Forest Lawn we
were shown a headstone for a woman named Amaryllis Jones, “I
told you I was sick.”
You might be surprised to discover that the Bible has its own
“Last Lecture” book. Deuteronomy is a book of instruction given by
Moses to God’s people before he died. Moses had been called by
God to lead God’s people from being slaves to being their own
nation. I am sure many of you might remember or know that the
way was not an easy one. There were times when Moses tried to
give up (because the people were not behaving well) and times
when Moses made a few bad choices himself. But through it all, 40
years of wandering and trying to figure things out, Moses found
himself about to leave this world. He felt compelled to leave detailed
instructions so that the people would know how to follow God and
live their lives.
Did I mention how detailed Deuteronomy is? Moses has
some wonderful words for God’s people to help them live their lives,
but this book goes a bit overboard. There are some policies that
Moses suggests that may have worked in the ancient world, but not
so much today. Especially because when we read this book we
need to keep the lens of Jesus Christ over our eyes. For example,
in Deuteronomy there are purity laws that tell people what to eat and
what not to eat. People believed that what you ate would make you
unfit for God. Yet Jesus told us that “It is not what goes into the
mouth, but what comes out that defiles” (Matthew 15:11).
When I read Deuteronomy and some of the unusual laws
found in it I might ask myself why some of them came to be. Look
up Deuteronomy 25:11-12 and you might wonder at that backstory!
Actually, it might not be that hard to guess.
I hope you enjoy Deuteronomy, and if you have any
questions, please ask!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

September has
been a great start to
the Sunday School
year!
Thank you to the
teachers that made
Rally Sunday a
huge success.
A big thank you for all who donated for symphony manor. The
residents were grateful to receive the toiletries, and the Sunday
School kids enjoyed making gift bags for them.
We are pleased to welcome new teachers this year. Here are the
names of our wonderful volunteers. When you see them, please
thank them for their willingness to serve our children and youth.
Prek/K: Erin Stotz, Lisa McKibben, Diane and Mark Casell
1/2: Patty Zehler
3/4: Judy Witucki and Lauren Rogers
5/6: Jodi Rospierski
Confirmation: Lauren Wild, Heidi and Wilson Wild
Senior High: Paul Schuler
Superintendent: MIchelle Muscoreil
Substitute teacher: Nancy Staley

Confirmation Sunday: Confirmation will be held for our 9th
graders who have completed the requirements on Sunday, October
29 at late service. Please join us at 10am for a coffee hour in their
honor.

Family Worship
Sunday October 1 @ 11am worship
Family worship will be on the 1st Sunday of the month.
This is a hands on worship experience with easy to sing
(and hard to forget) song, interactive sermon, and
"Cheerful Coins."
Bring the whole family and invite your friends.

Tuesday, October 10th at 12:30 pm here at
the Church. Come join us for Bible Study
and friendly conversation. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All Women of Town Line are invited.

The QUILTERS are off and tying up a storm
– guaranteeing another very productive season.
Thank you for your continued donations of
materials--they are very much appreciated! We
will continue to meet every other Monday (10/2,
10/16, 10/30, etc.) from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm. Come join us
(or come visit and see what we do) -- bring your lunch and enjoy
good fellowship and conversation. Any non-weather-related
changes to our schedule will be placed in the Sunday bulletin. If you
have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers
You can join the Town Line book club at any
time. We meet the 3rd Monday of every month
at the Church. Just read the book and join us for
lively conversation on the book.
October “Small Great Things” JodinPicouldt
November “Alice Network” Kate Quinn
December “A Christmas Memory”truman Capote
January “Kite Runner” Khaled Hosseini
February “The Other Boleyn Girl” Phillipa Gregory
March “StillAlice” Lisa Genova
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any
questions
BIBLE STUDY: By Heart: Conversations with
Martin Luther's Small Catechism Wednesdays
@ 10am until October 25th. This year marks the
500th anniversary of the Reformation, the birth of
our church. In honor of that a special Bible study
will be held for 7 weeks. No experience necessary! Come when
you can.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 15 - 12:15 pm
The Annual Congregational meeting of the Town Line Lutheran
Church will be held on Sunday, October 15 at 12:15 pm in the
fellowship hall. Reports of all organizations; Nomination
committee, and the budget will be on the agenda.
We need you! Would you like to serve God and help guide your
church into the future? We need you for Church Council. If you
are interested please speak to John Wild or Pastor Serena.
REMINDER: All year-end reports
from our Committees, Organizations
and treasurers are due in the Church
office October 1 for printing in the Annual report.

Adult Discussion Group Resumes
Please join us this fall for “Half-Truths – God Helps Those Who
Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say.” If you
missed the weekday series last winter, now’s your chance. We’ll
take a look at five “half-truths” we’ve all heard, and maybe even
said ourselves, that perhaps aren’t as certain as we thought they
were.
On October 8th during the Sunday school hour, we’ll take up
“Everything Happens for a Reason.” Future weeks will look at
“God Helps Those Who Help Themselves,“ “God Won’t Give You
More than You Can Handle, “ God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles
It,” and “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin.”
Any questions? Call Sue DeWitt at 937-3453 or
mikesuedewitt@verizon.net. Hope to see you October 8th at 9:45!

Reformation Pot Luck Lunch
and German food "cook off."
Sunday, October 29 @ noon
This year marks the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation (the birthday of the Lutheran
church!). In honor of that we are having an old fashioned pot luck
Reformation Sunday. We will also have special contest for the
best "German" food. Time to pull out your old German family
recipes (or go online and find one) and make them for this event.
Watch the bulletin and next newsletter for more info. We are in
need of set up, clean up and organizational help for this event.
If you would like to help, speak to Pastor Serena.

Volunteers needed for Visitation team
The Visitation team is comprised of members from our
congregation who visit those members who are not able to attend
Sunday service in person. Members spend fellowship time about
once a month with these shut-ins and also offer them communion.
Typically a visit can last anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour.
The number of members requesting visitation continues to grow
and we have a need for more volunteers. Please consider giving it
a try. You can also partner up with someone and go as a team.

All Saints Remembrance: Sunday, November 5
If you have lost a loved one in this last year and
would like them remembered on All Saints Sunday
during worship, please call or email the church
office with your loved ones name and what
worship service you will attend by October 29.
Their name will be read during worship and a
white rose will be placed in the baptismal font in
their honor. Someone must be present during
worship to receive the rose to take home as a
remembrance. Your loved one does not have to have been a
member of Town Line, this is open to anyone who has lost a loved
one since last November.

YOUTH NEWS…
Lasertron Lock-In Friday-Saturday, October 20-21, 12:30am to
7:30am The $45 registration fee includes unlimited laser tag and
Cyber Sport, arcade token card, two food items, and devotions by our
Leadership Team. A great way to meet tons of friends both old and
new! Sign up & get your registration form & $45 in to Kate before
October 8th
FAIRY TALE DRESS REHEARSAL & OVERNIGHT
Fri. Oct 13-Sat. Oct 14th 7:00 PM-8:00 AM

Fairy Tale Theater presents…
“Hannah, Gretel & Schmo”
Friday & Saturday Nov 3rd & 4th 7:00 PM
3:00 Matinee on Saturday
Tickets on sale from our cast $5 presale/$6 @ the door
Baked goods Sale at intermission & FREE KOOLAID
FAMILY FRIENDLY!

Our Youth group is selling $25 Tops
gift cards. Buy your groceries & help
out our youth ministry!
KIDS IN CHRIST
Youth group for grades 3-6
“Reverse Trick or Treat”
We wear our Halloween costumes &visit our
homebound members & bring them a treat!
Saturday Oct 28th
1:00-3:00 PM
Games & snacks Come out for the fun!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO JOIN OUR
MUSICAL GROUPS.
Serve your church & have fun in the process
Learn about musical technique
or how to understand music terminology
or the proper way to play the hand bells
Diction, phrasing & dynamics!
ALL THIS & IT WON’T COST YOU A CENT!
Where else could you get such a life experience
Rehearsals started Sept 20th
Check out our music bulletin board or
speak with Kate for rehearsal times &
days
668-5610

Community Garden News
Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped
in our Community Garden this year in any way
you've been available: meeting with the
committee, planting seeds, weeding, watering,
harvesting, building, etc. We are starting to
close out the garden for this year, though it
may take a few more weeks since the green
beans, brussel sprouts, carrots and peppers seem to still be going
strong!
We'd like to thank Laura Hinsken, Jim Heinrich and their Boy Scout
Troop for helping to fill the beds with compost, Al Wadsworth for
roto-tilling, Eric Hinsken for building our compost bins and delivering
compost, and Mark Jegierski for building our rain barrel irrigation
system. We'd like to thank Kevin Nowak, Sr. from The Gutter People
for donating and installing gutters along the back of the church
garage to fill the rain barrels with.
The rain barrel system worked beautifully to water the garden for
most of the summer, with a buried hose that connects the barrel at
the garage to the two over-flow barrels at the garden. These barrels
made it easy to water from buckets right inside the fence, rather
than having to haul water from the church or roll out a long hose.
Thank you, Mark, for devising and installing it for us!
Thanks to the Sunday School students for helping to plant our seeds
in the basement in March, and then to plant the plants and more
seeds outside on the Sunday before Memorial Day. It was a joyful
time to have many generations involved. Thanks to Robin Gilbert for
sharing her knowledge of what worked for her in the past, and what
didn't.
Many thanks to Renee and Brian Mertz for taking care of most of the
mowing and weed-whacking inside the garden fence. And thanks to
Heidi Wild who kept a watchful eye on the watering and weeding
needs through out the week as she volunteered at the office. The
bulk of the watering, weeding and harvesting was done by Renee
Mertz, Heidi & Ben Wild, and Elaine Grant, with guest appearances
by Janet Klein, who helped shore up the sagging tomatoes, and Ann
Marie, Marcus and Cole Appleby, who helped Heidi weed and
harvest some as well.

Anna Jegierski has helped along the way as a committee member,
coordinator of the Sunday School plantings, and a weeder and a
harvester, all as part of her Girl Scout Journey learning about food
and how we grow it. Molly Bauer was drafted to be our "Garden
Photographer," and did a lovely job posting pictures on our
Facebook page.
A community garden takes a community, and we were lucky to have
one this summer. Even Pastor Serena and Miss Kate stopped by to
visit over the fence and see how we were doing. Maybe next year,
we'll be able to coax them inside the fence! There may even have
been volunteers along the way I was unaware of--so thanks to
anyone I may have left out.
The garden this summer grew tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, green
beans, peas, peppers, cucumbers, acorn and butternut squash
(which were "volunteers" that were seeded last year and came up
this year instead), broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, carrots and
brussel sprouts. An entire bed of strawberries has filled in nicely,
and should produce a nice harvest next June, and our asparagus
yielded a few spears that were big enough to eat, and are spreading
nicely for the future. There were many deliveries made to the Alden
Food Pantry, Alden's Meals on Wheels, and vegetables were
passed along to some of the members of our congregation who
could really use a "pick-me-up," or who were struggling. At the
Summer Fest in August, we had a large number of tomatoes and
some peas and beans, and had missed the food pantry drop-off
hours, so we set them out for a free-will donation that we used for
the family of Bev Thore, who had passed just that week. There were
vegetables still left at the end of the night, so Kathy Jegeirski was
able to get them to Meals on Wheels for usl
We will be having a Garden Committee meeting this
fall to discuss what went well, what didn't and what
we would like to do for next year. New members
are welcome to get involved at any time--just
talk to any one of the committee members for
more information: Elaine Grant, Heidi Wild, Renee
Mertz, Anna Jegierski, Janet Klein, Laura Hinsken,
and anyone else who would like to grow food for people who are
hungry!

Thank you to all who stepped up and helped keep our gardens
and our lawns looking nice this summer.
Thank you to all who help with the Funeral luncheons. Thank you to
Diane Casell and Beth Quenzler for heading and organizing the
luncheons, Carol Rice and grandchildren who help with set up,
Maria Veros who always just shows up to help and Ellie DeFilippo,
Marlyn Casell, Heidi Wild, Lori Kumpf, Brenda Wells, Lois Stutzman,
Holly Uebelhoer, Molly Bauer and others who set up and all who
donate food each time a request goes out for help. Without you we
could not provide this wonderful service to grieving families.
Thank you to Randy Stanek for volunteering to strip and wax the
entryway floor. We are truly grateful for his hard work and a job well
done.
The family of Beverly Arletta Thore would like to extend a warm
heartfelt “Thank you” to the Town Line Lutheran church family, its
youth group, especially the Sunday school children and parents,
Pastor Serena and special friends and family for all your prayers,
visits, cards, phone calls, preparing meals and Memorials during this
time of our loss. God Bless you all.

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Order memorial brick(s)
in memory of your
loved ones.
Order forms are available
at the Church
Have Questions?
Call Diane 716-713-3149

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to
church any Sunday. There is a blue box located in the
Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change of
address or phone
number, please email
the Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Join us on Twitter

Church Council 2016-2017
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Benevolence Treasurer
Trustees:
Deacons:
Member
Member

John Wild
716-937-8894
Larry Muscoreil
585–547-3677
Elli DeFilippo
716-937-7953
Patty Zehler
zehler.patricia@yahoo.com
Michael Dewitt
716-937-3453
Barbara Sims
716-683-3134
Robin Gilbert
716-810-2719
Tyler Uebelhoer
585-750-2432
Harry Mandris
716-937-0322
Rick Krueger
716-937-9533
Ann Marie Appleby
716-650-8785
Heidi Wild
716-983-5507

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 am – noon

Note the change
idays

The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and
volunteers, please knock or use the doorbell at the
carport door when you
stop by. If you need assistance outside of these hours
please call/text Diane
716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
September 3
September 10
September 17

Attendance
Offerings
88
$3,852
122
$4,549
159
$3,879
Needed Weekly $3,800

Worship Assistants for October
Ushers
Early Service
Paul Schuler
David Veros

Late Service
Michael DeWitt
Sue DeWitt
Daniel Ives
Clifford Nowicki

Acolytes
Date
1
8
15
22
30

8:30 am
Riley Striet
Samantha Wild
Mackenzie Mertz
Paige Mertz
Jacob Dulski
Adam Dulski
Josie Wild
Shawn Witucki
John Wild

11:00 am
Anna Jegierski
Paige Jegierski
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Taylor Tyburski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Matilynn Schmidt
Shawn Scotland

Communion Set –Up
1
8
15
22

Barb Sims
Marci Mason
Lois Stutzman
Mark and Jody Reddy

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for all the
above Ministries! Call/text Diane 716-7133149 or email the church if you would like to
help at the church in any of these or our many
other ministries

Please check our LOST AND FOUND
Tan adult Wolferine jacket and a children’s Old Navy Black fleece.

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
October 4
37 years Diane and Michael Randall
October 6
57 years Annette and Ronald Fitscher
October 18 59 years Joanne and Paul Pautler
October 18 42 years Deborah and Kenneth Peebles
Did we miss your Special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the church office

Baptism
September 17, 2017 Emilia Marie, daughter of
Robert and Amanda Prell.

Deaths
Called to the Church Triumphant on August 24 was our member,
Beverly Thore. A Funeral was held on August 26, 2017. Our
sincere sympathy is extended to her family and friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant on September 6 was our member
Raymond Kalle. A Funeral service was held at Town Line on
September 11, 2017. Our sincere sympathy is extended to his
family and friends.

Memorials
To the Sunday School program in memory of Beverly Thore by
Joyce and Ray Kalle
Mary Osgood
Naomi Aldinger
Wendy Sutherby
Pastor Serena and family
Cheryl Fallon
Mark and Diane Casell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Holcomb
Molly Bauer and family
Town Line Sunday School
Alden Primary
Irondequoit Youth football
To the Memorial fund in memory of Ray Kalle by
John Arnott
Vera Sachs
Naomi Aldinger
Jane Jimerson

1 Joseph Enser
1 Matthew Lechowicz
2 Melanie Brice
2 Craig Donnelly
2 Eric Stutzman II
3 William Aquila
3 Cassidy Bauer
3 Kathy Lee
3 Joyce Noel
3 Darlene Smith
4 Nathan Sobieraj
5 Vincent Muscoreil
5 Allie Space
6 Evelyn Kendall
7 Carter Golding
8 Heather Czajka
8 Nicole Peters
9 David Peebles
10 Timothy Kosmowski
10 Connor Streit
10 Keeley Stutzman
12 Gabe Bauer
12 Emily Voss
13 Mark Heberlein
12 George Kumpf
13 Ronald Kratzke
14 Keith Morgan
15 James Kosmowski
15 Mark Kratzke
15 Beatrice Paschke
16 Shawn Witucki
17 Alison Helms
17 Emma Krueger
17 Owen Krueger

19 Kelsey Eggert
19 Jackson Frey
21 Pat Karcher
22 Dale Green
22 Melissa Nowicki
23 Julianna Muscoreil
23 Jody Reddy
24Luke Sobieraj
24 Eric Vona
25Margo Dombrowski
25 Barbara Whitmarsh
25Clara Witucki
26Jeweliet Phillips
26 Karssen Bonning
27Victoria Kramer
27Laura Kratzke
28Eliza Muench
28Lauren Stashak
28 Piper Manchester
29Deborah Schlabach
31Benjamin Kron
31Lois E. Stutzman
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please let us know at
the church office, 684-1467
or email Townlinetllc@aol.com

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1159 Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace

Church office: 716-684-1467
Church Fax: 716-683-1664
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com

The 1970’s Rock
Musical

Music & Lyrics
By
Steven Schwartz

1159 Town Line Rd, Alden NY 14004
We are looking for
both cast and crew!

(716) 913-3584
arlynnknauff@gmail.c

