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FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear Friends, 
 In January and March we did a Bible study called: Half 
Truths: God helps those who help themselves and other things the 
Bible doesn’t say.  We had some great discussions over the course 
of 5 weeks.  We had a reoccurring theme that kept coming up: Why 
do bad things happen?  What is God actually doing when these bad 
things happen? I think those are questions that everyone struggles 
with sometimes. That is why phrases like “everything happens for a 
reason” and “God won’t give you more than you can handle” can 
appeal to us.  They can give us easy answers to questions that 
don’t have easy answers.  That is why they are half-truths.   

Our book of the Bible for this month is someone who would 
have loved to attend these discussions.  He was a prophet who 
questioned God a lot.  He asked these questions to God, and got 
an answer.  It may not have been the answer he wanted.   
 Habakkuk has a short book, only 3 chapters.  But it begins 
with a question: How Long?  The prophet was struggling with the 
evil he was seeing around him, and wondering what God was 
going to do about it.  If you have ever argued with God, this a 
great book for you!  Habakkuk’s faith is shaken by what he sees, 
to the point where he decides to stubbornly stand there until God 
answers him.  Eventually, God show Habakkuk that God will take 
care of everything, but that it is in God’s time, not ours. 
 There are some great images in this book.  I can relate to 
the one where Habakkuk stands there waiting for God to answer 
him.  But also in chapter 2 verse 4 we hear these words: but the 
righteous live by their faith.  A reminder that faith is something 
that helps us live in a world where things don’t always make 
sense.  At the end of the book is a song that speaks about how 
we are called to hold onto our faith, even when things are not 
going right around us.    
 I hope you enjoy this month’s short book of the Bible, and if 
you have any questions, please ask! 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Serena 
   
PS: Don’t forget this month begins the season of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1.  Worship is at 10am and 7pm.  Lent is a 
time for reflecting on our relationship with God.  Sometimes 
people “give up” things for Lent (this is called fasting) as a 
spiritual discipline.  It’s not a bad thing to try if you never have.  
But also this month we are inviting you to visit the prayer table in 
the sanctuary to help us “Cover the world with Kindness.” 
 

 



Sunday School News 
  

 

3rd Grade Bibles: On Sunday March 

26h our 3 Graders will receive their own 
Bibles with their families.  To be a part of 
the Bible presentation, parent and 
students must attend a special Sunday 
school meeting on Sunday, March 19 at 
9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
First communion classes for children 2nd grade and up will be 
held on Sunday, April 30 at the 11:00 am worship.  A letter will 
be sent out at the end of March to 2nd grade families. Mandatory 
class for parents and students will take place on Sunday, April 
23rd from 1-3 pm.  If you don’t receive a letter and want your child 
to take his/her first communion email the church. 
 

Family Worship 

Sunday, March 5 at 11am worship. 
On the first Sunday of the month @ 11am we will have a hands 

on worship experience with easy to sing (and hard to forget) 
worship songs, and interactive sermon and “Cheerful coins." 

Bring the whole family and invite your friends. 
 
 
 

You are invited to attend 
the Shrine Circus with 
discount tickets of $6.00.  
Dates are: Thursday, 
March 16 10:30 am and 7 
pm, Friday, March 17 10:30 
am, 3:30 pm or 7:30 pm, 
Saturday, March 18 10 am 
and 7:30 pm or Sunday, March 19 at 1 pm and 5:30 pm.  
Sign up in the gathering space, call Diane at 716-713-3149 
or email the church office for tickets. Checks made payable 
to Ismailia Shrine Circus.  Please reserve your tickets by 
March 5th.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



Naomi Circle will meet on Wednesday, 

March 14 following the Lenten worship.  Come 
join us for lunch and friendly conversations.  
Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and drinks will be 
provided.  
All woman of Town Line are invited! 

 

 
World Day of Prayer  March 3, 2017  1:30 pm at Grace in 
Community Church, Alden,  For more information contact Sherrie 
(716)714-5020 
 

 

The QUILTERS - will meet every other 

Monday during March (13th and 27, then April 10th, 
etc.) from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm.  Bring your 
lunch and enjoy good fellowship and conversation.  
Please consider joining us as we continue our 
service to those in our community and surrounding 
area who are less fortunate.   

If you have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782. 
 

 
Calling all Readers You can join the Town Line 

book club at any time.  We meet the 3rd Monday of 
every month at the Church.  Just read the book and 
join us for lively conversation on the book.   
 
 

March: Empire Falls by Richard Russo  
April: Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:  
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any questions 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! We are in need of volunteers to 
deliver the Altar Flowers to our members with special 
celebrations.  If you can help please let us know.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Worship 
March 1, 2017   

10:00 am & 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
Lenten Kindness Initiative: Starting March 1st (Ash Wednesday) 
     “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…”  
                                                                     – John 3:16 
     As we prepare to remember Jesus’ sacrifice of love for His people, let’s 
make sacrifices or our own.  This Lent, let’s cover the world with kindness. 
     On the prayer table during Lent you’ll find a selection of post-it notes and 
pens, along with suggestions of small acts of kindness anyone can try – 
kids, families, everybody.  When you do a kindness, share it! Write it on a 
post-it note and put it on the world map.  Little by little, act by act, kindness 
will cover the world. 

 
Worship for Lent 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am  

       

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
 

We live our lives beneath the cross of Jesus, beneath 

God's manifold love and grace that reach to us even from Calvary. Based 

on the hymn "Beneath the cross of Jesus", We explore what it means for 

us to abide at the foot of the cross, to cling to the rock of our salvation, to 

dwell in the house of the Lord, and to confess our sins and receive God's 

forgiveness. 

 
Easter plant sale and dedications   
We will be decorating the church with plants on 
Easter.  If you would like to place a plant on our 
chancel for Easter, the youth will be selling plants 
March 12, 19 and 26th in the gathering space.   
These dedications are put into the Easter Sunday 
bulletins. Don’t forget to write your dedications on 
the sheet. 

 
 
 
 



 

Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner  
Sunday, March 12th.   11 am – 2 pm 
All are welcome! 
 
 

Town Line Community Garden Committee will 
meet at 9:45 am on Sunday, March 12, beginning 
in the gathering space. This month's agenda will be 
to finalize a seed-starting calendar and brainstorm 
ideas for the rain-barrel/compost addition near the 
garden. Anyone who is interested in helping in any way is 
welcome to attend or contact Elaine Grant at 432-6210 or 
elainegrant1967@gmail.com.  
 
 

Adult Discussion Group 
 
     As we prepare for the Miracle of Easter, Town Line’s Sunday 
morning adult discussion group will take on a four-week LifeTree 
Café series on “Real-Life Miracles” beginning on March 5th. 
     Each week we’ll meet someone in a difficult – or terrifying – 
situation, delivered.  We’ll use their stories to examine our own 
lives as we seek to recognize and understand the idea of the 
miraculous. 
     This group is open to all who want to dig deeper into their own 
beliefs, learn from and teach one another.  We’re a small group 
but we’ve had some lively discussions and we’d really like a few 
more people to join us and offer their perspectives.  Whether 
you’re a young adult just starting your journey, a parent dropping 
your kids off for Sunday school or someone with years of 
experience who has “been there and done that”, we’d love for you 
to come and share with us.  Each week is its own, standalone 
topic, so you can still participate even if you can’t attend all four 
sessions. 
     We will meet in the library beginning on Sunday, March 5th at 
9:45am to begin this four-week journey together.  Any questions?  
Contact Sue DeWitt at 937-3453 or mikesuedewitt@verizon.net. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:elainegrant1967@gmail.com


A New Directory is in the Works! 
 

If you have a 
change of address 
or phone number, 
please email the 
Church and let us 
know by March 5th.  

 
 

Boy Scout Annual Fish Fry Dinner 
Sponsored by Boy Scout Troop and Cub Scout Pack 160 

April 7th from 4pm - 7pm   
Town Line Lutheran Church 

Take Out Only 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Taste of Town Line & Basket Raffle 
Join the Fun! 

April 9, 2017  

12:15- 2:30pm 

 

Have a favorite dish or two? Share it at the Taste of Town Line! 

It is easy! 

Just prepare your dish. Bring it to the fellowship hall. 

Then plan on serving it in mini bite-size pieces,  

that way people can enjoy everything! 

There will be a basket raffle and  

Attendees then taste each dish and  

vote for their favorites in each category.  

Entrants enjoy free admittance!  
 

Sign up now! 

 

---------------------Please Fill in and Return----------------------- 
Taste of Town Line 

 

Your name ____________________________________ 

 

Phone number _______________________ 

Category:   
Appetizer ____            Entree _____ 

 

Side Dish _____            Dessert ____ 

 

I will gladly donate a basket for the raffle _____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH NEWS… 
to everyone who supported our Valentine Brunch, donated food & 

our parents & youth, Beverly, Paul, Tom & TJ Ubelhoer & a big 

extra special thank you to Holly Uebelhoer for all her hard  

                    work for the youth ministry! 

to all our youth who participated in Youth Sunday. Our  

                 congregation will be in good hands in the years to come!  

                   Love is an action word! 

to everyone who donated to “SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY” We 

collected $163.95 in cash & gift cards and 3 shelves of non- perishable food 

items for the Alden Food Pantry. “Well done good and faithful servants.” 

Thanks to Mark Casell who took the donations to the pantry site! 

 

    Mar 12-noon-3:00 Cabin Fever Reliever-A cozy 

afternoon of good food, board games, cards & activities 

for all ages! Think warm thoughts! A hot dog lunch will 

be available for a free will offering or a corned beef & 

cabbage meal will be offered for sale.  

 

Mar 17-18 Volleyball Marathon- overnight lock-in -competing in back 
to back volleyball, packing personal care bags for those in 
need & meeting other Lutheran youth Please be sure to get 
your $25 & registration form into Kate & sign up on the youth 
bulletin board.  

Mar 12, 19, 26 Easter plant sale 
 Our youth will be available to take orders between services. Thank you! 

 
 



      

Music Notes….                                         
 

 
Our Women’s Choir will be singing March 5th & 19th -
thanks for your service and your leadership for the 
11:00 service. If you’re interested in joining please 
see Kate or give her a call 668-5610 

 
Our Chancel Choir will be singing March 5th & 12th-
you have been a wonderful force for the 8:30 AM 
worship service. It you’re interested in joining we’d 

love to have you! It’s lots of fun! 
 

Our Bell Choir will be playing March 19th @ the 
8:30 service. If you love music but don’t enjoy singing this is a 
great alternative to let you serve.  

 
Our Youth will sing at the Easter Dawn 
Service.  
 
 

DON’T MISS OUT ON ALL THE FUN! MUSIC, FELLOWSHIP & A 
LOTS OF LAUGHTER!  

Any questions? Call Kate Snyder 668-5610  

 
 
 



Lutheran Charities of WNY presents: 
The Original Whodunit Dinner Theatre 

starring some local Lutheran pastors (including Pastor Serena!) 
March 10-11, 2017     6pm doors open   7pm dinner theatre 
St John's Lutheran Church  6540 Main Street, Williamsville 

Tickets: $35 
*desserts and craft beer for sale *limited seating* 

call for complementary child care 
Some tickets will be available starting Sunday Feb 26 at church.  

(check payable to Lutheran Charities) or 
you may register and pay by credit online at: 
http://orginalwhodunit.brownpapertickets.com 

contact Lutheran Charities for more info: 716-632-2623 

 
Coming on Friday April 21 
Fun and Fellowship Friday!   Watch next month's 
newsletter and bulletins for more information.   
 

Healing service will be held on Sunday, April 23 

at both worship services.  Please invite family and 
friends to come and receive a special prayers for 
healing.  
 

THANK YOU –THANK YOU – THANK YOU 
Thank you to Bruce Blair for fixing pipe in men’s room. 
 

Thank you for the funeral luncheon and service.  It was very much 
appreciated.  Sincerely, Mary Jane Heinrich. 
 

Thank you to Sheila Perruzzi, Ruth Jaeger and Bette Maines for 
cleaning our brass.  
 

Thank you to our Scouts for helping with our worship service on 
Scout Sunday.  
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 Please Help the Girl Scouts Make a Difference! 
Alden Girl Scout Cadette Troop 1902 is collecting needed items for 
their friends at Symphony Manor in Lancaster.  These folks are in 
DESPERATE need of the items listed below. Please consider 
making a donation to help Symphony Manor care for the residents 
who often do not have basic health and hygiene items.  Many 
residents do not have family in the area, and rarely have visitors to 
bring them needed supplies.  The scouts are collecting donations 
starting NOW until April 16th.  Items can be dropped off at Town 
Line Lutheran Church Monday – Friday, and Sunday between 
9am-12pm. The doors will be locked for safety M-F, so please 
knock or use the doorbell at the carport door when you stop by. 
There is a large Crate of Hope available in the Gathering Space 
just inside the doors of the church for your convenience.  Items will 
also be received on April 7th from 4-7pm during Boy/Cub Scout 
Pack 160’s Fish Fry Fundraiser, as well as on April 9th from 12:00-
2:30pm at The Taste of Town Line Event. Both of these events are 
happening at Town Line Lutheran Church.  Finally, the Girl Scouts 
will be happy to pick up any donations from you. Please call Kathi 
at 937-3506 to make arrangements.   
 
New items needed…. 
body wash/soap 
toothpaste/toothbrushes 
socks for men and women 
razors and shaving cream 
aftershave/perfume 
lotions 
deodorant 
denture cases and denture cream 
combs/hairbrushes 
 
New or gently used….. 
umbrellas 
light jackets and sweaters for men and women 
costume jewelry 
hats, gloves, scarves....needed desperately for next winter 
 
Troop 1902 thanks you for your kindness and generosity! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The Town Line Lutheran  
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter  

1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive 
your newsletter electronically. The church email is 
townlinetllc@aol.com. 

2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the 
newsletter will be available for you to take home the 
last Sunday of every month.  

3. Download from the church website:    
www.townlinelutheran.com 

      If none of the above work we can mail it to your home 
 

 

If you have a 
change of address 
or phone number, 
please email the 
Church and let us 
know 
 

Email addresses are needed:  If you would like to have 
your  email added so we can contact you in this way, please 
email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.   
 

CHECK OUT OUR  
      WEBSITE           
              

Townlinelutheran.com                       

Friend us on facebook! 
 

Church Cancellation:  please check Channel 2 for Town Line 
Lutheran Church closings.   
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How can you help others or get help? 
    Here are a few local agencies 
 
Alden Pantry collection 
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any 
Sunday.  There is a blue box located in the Coat room.   
 

Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.   
Call 937-7105 for more information 
 

Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”  
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program 
Call: 542-2226   www.heartsandhandsfia.org 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.   
 

Suicide Bereavement support 
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day: 
(585)202-2783      Erie County Crisis Services 
                                      (716)834-3131 
 

Lutheran Charities  www.wnylutherancharities.org 
                                         716-632-2623 
 

Alzheimer’s Association of WNY 
24/7 Helpline  1-800-272-3900 
Program.wny@alz.org 
2805 Wehrle Dr  Suite 6   Williamsville, NY 14221 
 

Hospice Buffalo 
225 Como Park   Cheektowaga, NY  14227  716-686-1900 
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo 
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480 
 (716) 686-8006 
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227 
(716) 359-8056 
Life Transitions Center, Inc. 
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480 
Phone: (716) 836-6460 
Caring Hearts Home Care 
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202  (716) 686-8300 
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Church Council 2016-2017 
President                          John Wild                      716-937-8894 
Vice President                  Larry Muscoreil             585–547-3677 
Secretary                          Elli DeFilippo                716-937-7953 
Treasurer                          Patty Zehler                                           
                                          zehler.patricia@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary           Michael Dewitt             716-937-3453 
Benevolence Treasurer    Barbara Sims               716-683-3134 
Trustees:                          Robin Gilbert                716-810-2719 
                                         Tyler Uebelhoer           585-750-2432 
 Deacons:                         Harry Mandris               716-937-0322 
                                         Rick Krueger                716-937-9533                                          
Member                            Ann Marie Appleby      716-650-8785 
Member                            Heidi Wild                    716-983-5507 
 

Church Staff Information      
Ministers: All the People of God in this place 
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Church Council President: John Wild 
Secretary:               Diane Casell   Office: 684-1467 
Sexton:                   Ann Stanek 
Music Director:      Kate Snyder: 668-5610 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday   9:00 am – noon 
The doors will be locked for the safety of our staff and volunteers, 

please knock or use the doorbell at the carport door when you 
stop by.  If you need assistance outside of these hours please 

call/text Diane 716-713-3149 or  
Pastor Serena 716-510-2939 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Facts and Figures 
 

Sunday                     Attendance           Offerings 

February 5                   143                           $3,877        

February 12                 142                            $4,029    

February 19                 113                            $3,756 

                                            Needed Weekly $3,800 

 

 
 



Worship Assistants for March 
 

Ushers 
Early                                       Late 
John Wild                               David Reiner 
Robin Gilbert                         Daniel Wypij 
Dean Trommetter                  Ronald Ball 
Rick Krueger                          Harry Mandris 
             
                                        

Acolytes 
         Early                                  Late 
5       Victoria Wild                      Marcus Appleby 
         Shawn Witucki                    
12     Samantha Wild                  Anna Jegierski 
                                                   Paige Jegierski 
19    Madeline McKibben           Justin Mason 
        Paige Mertz  
26    Adam Dulski                       Tony Muscoreil 
       Jacob Dulski                        Laura Mollenkopf-Grill 
 

Communion Set–up 
  5     Elli DeFilippo                            8:30 am  
 12    Tricia Phillips                          11:00 am 
 19    Barb Sims                                8:30 am 
26     Marci Mason                          11:00 am 
 

Altar Flower Delivery 
 5    Elli Donnelly 
12   Annette Fitscher 
19  Volunteer needed 
26  Elli Donnelly 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Call the Church office if you would 
like to help at the church in any of these or our many other 
ministries.  We are in desperate need for Altar Flower Delivery.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



March Wedding Anniversaries 
March 10       49 years – Diana and James Macken 
March 30       43 years – Patricia and William Aquila 
Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and  
over 30 years)   If so, please let us know at the Church office. 
 

 
 

Memorials 
To the Memorial Fund in memory of Edward Heinrich by 
Gladys Beverly             John and Mary Jane Cotter 
Robert Heidenburg        Ken and Ruth Duncan 
Cheryl Fallon                  Mariel Rolf 
Ramseyer Farm             The Cottrell family 
Tom and Cathy Rolf 
 
To the Scholarship fund in memory of Kate Knauff by 
Cheryl Fallon 

 
 

TOWN LINE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MEMORIAL WALKWAY  
 

Now is the time to order your memorial 
brick(s) in memory of your loved ones. 

 

Order forms are available  
at the Church.   

 

Have Questions? Call the Church office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
1  Sarah Maciejewski 
1  Rachel Turner  
2  Jonathan Reddy 
2  Nicole Regan  
2  Erik Seitz  
2  Steven Vona 
3  Patrick Bowen  
3  Vivian Check  
3  Elaine Deazley  
3  Jason Macken  
3  Thomas Jr Seagrave  
3  Amanda Nowakowski 
4  James Frey   
5  Virginia Chauncey 
6  Brian Kohl  
6  Wilson Wild  
7  Ann Anderson  
7  Thomas Butlak  
7  Jason Peebles  
7  Mark Reddy  
7  Hailey Rospierski 
8  Tammie Hinsken 
10 Patricia Ball  
10 Kenneth Baran  
10 Christine Finch  
10  Mark Pruitt  
11  Jonathan Eggert 
11 Carley Kwietniak 
12 Richard Tyburski 
12 Robert Koch  
12 Joan Wilczak  
13 Richard Becker  
13 Jeanne Seitz  
13 Craig Striewing  
14 Richard Pache  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
14 Carol Reiner  
15 Samantha Lemke 
16 Jean Syracuse  
16 Samantha Wild  
17 Maycee Reddy 
18 Lucinda Muench 
18 Carrie Peters  
18 Millie Williams  
19 Barbara Appleby 
19 Albert Jr. Stutzman  
20 Elaine Grant  
20 Katherine Turner  
22 Cheryl Fallon   
22 Jared Lemke   
23 Nicolas Cieszki   
23 Lisa Lafornara   
24 Paul Pautler   
25 Thelma Dabb   
25 James Green   
25 Eric Hinsken 
26 Eric Cieszki  
26 Ellana Cooper  
27 Aaron Golding  
27 Blake Warchocki 
27 David Wilckens  
28 Brandon Cole  
28 June Smith  
29 Kaden Bonning  
29 Nicholas Butlak 
29 Zachery Jasinski 
29 Collin Mandris  
30 Cynthia Striegel 
31 Diane Luderman 
 

 Did we miss your 
birthday? If so, let us 
know at the Church 
office. 
 

 



TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Town Line Road 

Alden,  New York   14004-9590 
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

          ELCA.org   Living in God’s Amazing Grace 
 

Church office:   716-684-1467  

Church Fax:      716-683-1664  

Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   

Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 

Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com 

Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com 
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