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FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear Friends, 
  Picture a large powerful city, like New York City.  Now 
imagine that it is left in ruins (maybe this isn’t hard to do given all 
our blockbuster movies that show these types of things.) There is 
nothing left except rubble and ruin.  And now suddenly you see a 
group of people hearing the news of this destruction.  Instead of 
being sad or saying a prayer for the people who have lost their 
lives, this group of people begins to applaud.  They celebrate the 
destruction of this city. 
 Sounds terrible, right?  To celebrate over the destruction of 
so many people.  Would it surprise you to know that this very 
vision is described in our Bible, in the book of Nahum?   
 This month’s book is another prophet, a minor prophet 
named Nahum.  Like most of the prophetic books, when you 
realize what you are reading, it is not an easy read.  It ends with 
that vision I described to you, where people are rejoicing over the 
fall of Ninevah, the capital city of Assyria.  To us (I would hope) 
this seems wrong, to rejoice over the death and destruction of so 
many people, including innocent children.   
 But this book was written for people who were not like us. 
God’s people had been oppressed by the Assyrians.  We have to 
put ourselves in their shoes to understand how this book, that 
seems so horrible, could be good news.  To them it was good 
news, a reminder that people who had hurt them for many years 
were finally going to get what they deserved.   
 You might remember how Jesus said, “I say love your 
enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.”  When we read 
books in the Old Testament, especially books like Nahum, we as 
followers of Jesus need to read them through the lens of the 
teaching of Jesus.  So I don’t think as followers of Jesus we would 
clap over the ruin of our enemies, but instead Jesus calls us to 
pray for them.   

Happy reading, and if you have any questions, please ask! 
God’s peace, 

Pastor Serena 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 



Happy New Year!  Sunday School will 
resume classes on Sunday, January 8, 2017 
at 9:45 am  

 
 
Help un-decorate the church on Sunday, January 8 
following late service. Many hands make light work!  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NAOMI CIRCLE 
Tuesday, January 10 at 12:30 pm at the Church.   

Come join us for a Bible study and friendly conversation.  
 Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and drinks will be provided. 

All Women of Town Line are invited 
 

 The QUILTERS -- We will meet the following 

Mondays during January -- 1/2, 1/16, 30 and then in 
February beginning on 2/13 from about 9:15 am until 
1:00 pm.  Please consider joining us as we continue 
our service to those in our community and 
surrounding area who are less fortunate.  Bring your 

lunch and enjoy good fellowship and conversation. When 
possible, any non-weather-related changes to our schedule will 
be placed in the Sunday bulletin.  If you have any questions, 
please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.   
 

         

Calling all Readers You can join the Town 

Line book club at any time.  We meet the 3rd 
Monday of every month at the Church.  Just 
read the book and join us for lively conversation 
on the book.   
 

January: The Paris Wife by Paula McLain 
February: Empire Falls by Richard Russo 
March: Loving Frank by Nancy Horan 
April: Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:  
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any questions 

 
Community office hours at Tim Horton's with 
Pastor Serena: Mondays 9am-noon 
Feel free to stop by Tim Horton's in Alden to 
chat and have a prayer with Pastor Serena. 
Everyone is welcome, if you know of a friend 
who could use a prayer or chat please bring 
them     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you’re thinking of that new years resolution 

to get more involved in your church  

How about joining our music ministry? 

Bell Choir 1st & 3rd Wednesday @ 6:15 

Chancel Choir every Wednesday @ 7:30 

Women’s Chorus 2 Thursdays a month  @ 7:00 

 

 
 Sunday, Jan 22 @ noon-4:00 PM “Celebrating 

our own Zootopia! The first step to embracing 

our differences” What is unique about each of us 

& how do we appreciate the difference in others. 

Learning event with get acquainted games, team building, 

devotions & discussion.     

PARENTS MEETING @ NOON Lunch provided  

                      for youth & parents 

 

 

  Town Line Lutheran  

   Community Garden 

It's almost time to start planning our 
community garden! Our vision for this 
garden is to grow food to feed the 

hungry.  We are looking for volunteers.  Many hands make light 
work.  We have many new ideas to make the garden bigger and 
better. We need volunteers to plant, water, transplant, water and 
harvest.   There will be a meeting Sunday, January 15th at 9:45 
am to discuss what and when we will plant.  We thank Elaine 
Grant for taking on coordinator of the garden and its volunteers.  
Hope to see many people at the meeting.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



   
The following  
have signed 

our Christmas card  
over the Holiday season  

wishing you a  
very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 

 
  
Mark and Diane Casell                Janet Seitz 
Joyce and June Smith                 Mark and Jody Reddy 
Ron and Annette Fitscher            Lois E. Stutzman 
Althea Green                               Christopher Whittingham 
Lorraine Zink                                The Jegierski family                    
Ellie Donnelly                                Robin Gilbert 
Elli DeFilippo                                The Stashak Family 
Dixie and Dave Lillick                   Barbara Appleby and family    
Ron and Sharon Peebles             Peter and Carol Subsara              
Anne Marie Appleby family          Patty, Kenny, and Steffanie Zehler 
Carol and Jack Rice                    Ron and Pat Ball 
The Schutt-Sobieraj Family.        Ron and Arl Wilhelm 
The Wild’s                                   Justin and Daulton Mason 
 

 
 
 
 



Half-Truths: God helps those who help 
themselves and others things the Bible doesn't 
say.  Join us Wednesday @ 10am starting January 18 
for a five week Bible study that looks at some 

common phrases we think are found in scripture, but aren't.  
(There will be no Class Wednesday Jan 25).  
January 18: Everything Happens for a Reason 
(No class January 25) 
February 1: God helps those who help themselves 
February 8: God won't give you more than you can handle 
February 15: God said it, I believe it, that settles it 
February 22: Love the sinner, hate the sin 
 
Volunteer church receptionists needed.  We are looking for 
trustworthy volunteers would be willing to answer the church 
phone and greet people who come to the church during the week.  
We are looking for each volunteer to take one day a week from 
9am to noon.  Please call Pastor Serena at the church office 684-
1467 or email her pastorserena@gmail.com by January 15th if you 
have any questions or would like to volunteer.   
 
Volunteers are always needed at church!  Have an hour to 
share? Have skills that could help us out? Why not sign up to help 
with communion set up, altar flower delivery, reading lessons at 
worship, Sunday School teachers, serving on church committees, 
and many other things.  Let us know at the church office what gifts 
you have and we will find a place for you to use your gifts.  
 
 

KEEP THE HOMELESS WARM: The youth 

of the Conference (Organic-youth.org) will be 
making a mission trip to downtown Buffalo during 
Martin Luther King's Birthday weekend in January 
to work with the homeless. Please consider 
donating  hats, scarves, mittens, gloves, sock, 

sweaters, sweatshirts for them to share with those in need. You 
can also make a monetary donation. The items do not need to be 
new but they do need to be in good condition. Please put them in 
the box in the gathering space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorserena@gmail.com
http://organic-youth.org/


Adult Discussion Group 
 

     A new series of Town Line’s Sunday morning adult discussion 
group starts January 8th at 9:45am.  We are starting a four-week 
LifeTree Café series on “Authentic Forgiveness.” 
 

     Each week we’ll meet a person who found a way to forgive the 
unforgivable, or to experience the healing of being forgiven.  We’ll 
use their stories to examine our own lives as we seek to forgive as 
we have been forgiven. 
 

     This group is open to all who want to dig deeper into their own 
beliefs, learn from and teach one another.  We’re a small group 
but we’ve had some lively discussions and we’d really like a few 
more people to join us and offer their perspectives.  Whether 
you’re a young adult just starting your journey, a parent dropping 
your kids off for Sunday school or someone with years of 
experience who has “been there and done that”, we’d love for you 
to come and share with us.  Each week is its own, standalone 
topic, so you can still participate even if you can’t attend all four 
sessions. 
 

     We will meet in the library beginning on January 8th to begin 
this four-week journey together.  Any questions?  Contact Sue 
DeWitt at 937-3453 or mikesuedewitt@verizon.net. 

 

The meaning of Epiphany 
Epiphany, which comes from the Greek 
word epiphaneia, means “an appearance” 
or “a revealing.” Centuries ago, the church 
set aside January 6, the 12th day after 
Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus 
as Christ to the wise men, who were 
Gentiles. Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, 
so the revelation of the divine Christ to the 
non-Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus 
came to earth to save the whole world.  
Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a 

crown (or three crowns) and a globe or stylized portrayal of the 
world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, 
hope and eternity. On the church calendar, the Epiphany season 
lasts until Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the date of 
Easter. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank You!!    Thank You!!     Thank You!! 
 
Thanks to everyone who volunteers their time: 
 

- to care for the Altar and Communion preparation  
- to all who decorate our Sanctuary for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas 
- to those who deliver the Altar flowers each week 
- to Bob Ulbrich  and Adams Nursery for donating beautiful  
    poinsettias for our sanctuary    
- To those who put up our Christmas tree and to all those who 

helped decorate it.  
-  to our choirs, vocal and instrumental soloist this year    
- to the Sunday School children and teachers for the Christmas 

program and for caring for our children all year long 
- to Jim Macken for snowplowing and to David Hinsken for snow 

removal at doors and on sidewalks 
- to those who deliver our goods to the pantries    
- to all who help with the funeral dinners, especially Beth   

Quenzler who has been a God-sent.     
- to our Altar Brass cleaners: Ruth Jaeger, Sheila Peruzzi  
   and Bette Maines 
- to the grounds, flower bed keepers and cemetery workers    
- to Ron Peebles for opening doors each Sunday 
- to the Council, the Quilters, the Ushers, the Acolytes  
- to our Church Treasurers who put so much time into our 

finances. 
- to all our committees at Town Line 
- to the staff for all that they do. 
- to all others too numerous to mention, who have helped  
   with the day to day operations of our programs and building. 

 
Thank You!!    Thank You!!     Thank You!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU – THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you all who drop off pull taps from cans to help Ronald 
McDonald House of WNY.   Please keep collecting. 
 

Thank you to Carol Rice and her grandchildren for the help setting 
up for the Funeral dinner.  Many hands made light work. 
 

Thank you for the Beautiful Altar Flowers for our 63rd Wedding 
Anniversary.  Also to Diane Lechowicz for her nice visit and 
bringing them to us.  God Bless,  Joyce and Ray Kalle 
 
Thank you so very much for the Flowers and remembering Gerald 
in prayer. Each day we enjoy the cheerful arrangement and the 
message of friendship and prayerful support.   
                 God bless you all, Gerald and Naomi Aldinger. 
 

Thank you to all the Christmas angels that stepped up and 
purchased gifts for our families in need.  God bless you. 
 

Pastor Serena, Rick, Laura and Jon would like to thank everyone 
for the Christmas cards, treats and gifts you gave us this 
Christmas.  We really appreciate it!   
 

 

TOWN LINE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MEMORIAL WALKWAY  
 

Now is the time to order your 
memorial brick(s) in memory 

of your loved ones. 
 

Order forms are available  
at the Church.   

 

Have Questions? Call the Church office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How can you help others or get help? 
    Here are a few local agencies 
Alden Pantry collection 
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any 
Sunday.  There is a blue box located in the Coat room.   
 

Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.   
Call 937-7105 for more information 
 

Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”  
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program 
Call: 542-2226   www.heartsandhandsfia.org 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.   
 

Suicide Bereavement support 
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day: 
(585)202-2783      Erie County Crisis Services 
                                      (716)834-3131 
Lutheran Charities 
www.wnylutherancharities.org 
716-632-2623 
 

Alzheimer’s Association of WNY 
24/7 Helpline  1-800-272-3900 
Program.wny@alz.org 
2805 Wehrle Dr  Suite 6   Williamsville, NY 14221 
 

Hospice Buffalo 
225 Como Park   Cheektowaga, NY  14227  716-686-1900 
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo 
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480 
 (716) 686-8006 
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227 
(716) 359-8056 
Life Transitions Center, Inc. 
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center 
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480 
Phone: (716) 836-6460 
Caring Hearts Home Care 
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202  (716) 686-8300 
 

 
 
 

http://www.heartsandhandsfia.org/
http://www.wnylutherancharities.org/
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The Town Line Lutheran  
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter  

1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to 
receive your newsletter electronically. The church 
email is townlinetllc@aol.com. 

2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of 
the newsletter will be available for you to take 
home the last Sunday of every month.  

3. Download from the church website:    
www.townlinelutheran.com 

      If none of the above work we can mail it to your home 

 

If you have a 
change of 
address or 
phone number, 
please email the 
Church and let 
us know 

 

Email addresses are needed:  If you would like to have your 
 email added so we can contact you in this way, please email  
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.   
 

Check out our website at 
www.Townlinelutheran.com   
 

We are also on Facebook,  
so friend us! 
We are on Twitter! 
 

 
Church Cancellation:  Due to inclement weather please 
check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church closings.   
BEWARE! Please use caution when during the winter 
months in the parking lot, near the paper box and on the 
sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.  
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Church Council 2016-2017 
President                          John Wild                      716-937-8894 
Vice President                  Larry Muscoreil             585–547-3677 
Secretary                          Elli DeFilippo                716-937-7953 
Treasurer                          Patty Zehler                                           
                                          zehler.patricia@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary           Michael Dewitt             716-937-3453 
Benevolence Treasurer    Barbara Sims               716-683-3134 
Trustees:                          Robin Gilbert                716-810-2719 
                                         Tyler Uebelhoer           585-750-2432 
 Deacons:                         Harry Mandris               716-937-0322 
                                         Rick Krueger                716-937-9533                                          
Member                            Ann Marie Appleby      716-650-8785 
Member                            Heidi Wild                    716-983-5507 
 

Church Staff Information      
Ministers: All the People of God in this place 
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Church Council President: John Wild 
Secretary:               Diane Casell   Office: 684-1467 
Sexton:                   Ann Stanek 
Music Director:      Kate Snyder: 668-5610 

 

Church Office Hours are by appointment 
Please call the church office and leave a message or/call/text 

Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939 
Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Facts and Figures 
 

Sunday                     Attendance           Offerings 

December 4                 116                          $7,482 

December 11               112                          $3,910 

December 18               132                          $4,058 

December 24/25          324                          $9,770 

 

                                           Needed Weekly $3,800  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Assistants for January  
 

Ushers 
 Early                                         Late 
Bryce Blair                                Marcie Mason 
Jeweliet Phillips                        David Baehre 
Harold Gardner                         Mark Reddy 
Mike Thore                               Justin Mason 
 

Usher Orientation is Sunday, January 15th at 10 am 

 
Acolytes 
         Early                                  Late 
 1      Jon Mollenkopf-Grill 
  8     Mackenzie Mertz              Matilynn Schmidt 
                                                  Paige Jegierski 
15     Riley Streit                        Justin Mason 
         Paige Mertz                      Marcus Appleby 
22    Josie Wild                         Laurie Mollenkopf-Grill 
                                                 Anna Jegierski 
29   Jacob Dulski                     Tony Muscoreiil 
       Adam Dulski 
 

Communion Set–up 
 1      John Wild                              8:30 am 
 8     Tricia Phillips                        11:00 am 
15     Anne Stanek                          8:30 am 
22     Charles  Turner                   11:00 am 
 

Altar Flower Delivery 
 1   Ellie Donnelly                      
 8   Annette Fitscher                 
15  Diane Lechowicz  
29  Annette Fitscher               
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED in all the above ministries 
Call the Church office if you would like to help! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January Wedding Anniversaries 
January 14 - 50 years - Carol and Richard Pache 
January 25 - 48 years - Kay and Albert Stutzman 
 

Did we miss your special Wedding Anniversary?  (10, 15, 20, 
25 or over 30 years)   If so, please contact the Church office so 
we can update our files. 

 

Death 
Called to the Church Triumphant on December 22nd was our 
member Richard (Skip) Jablonski.  A Funeral was held at Town 
Line Lutheran on December 27th.  Our sincere sympathy is 
extended to his family and friends. 

 

Memorials 
To the Town Line Youth Scholarship fund  
In memory of Kate Knauff by 
The Macken famlly              Bill and Cheryl Boling 
Paul and Beth Ribbeck        Al and Kay Stutzman 
David and Mary Kratzke      Pamela Popovich 
 
 

2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES  
The 2017 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up at the church 
in the Gathering space. The numbers have changed so please 
discard 2016 envelopes when you receive 2017. If you do not receive 
envelopes and would like to, please contact Diane in the Church 
office or on her cell phone:  716-713-3149 
 

Financial statements will go out at the end of January.   

If you have any questions, call the church office, 684-1467 and 
leave a message and someone will get back to you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2  Cory Dussault  
2  Justin Lee   
3  Marlyn Casell  
4  Thomas Uebelhoer  
4  Kaylee Holcomb 
4  Addison Manchester 
5  David Baehre  
5  Beth Brinson  
5  Abbey Kwietniak  
6  Ruth Jaeger   
7  Kenneth Duncan  
7  Justin Mason  
8  Susan Moltrup  
8  Victoria Abell 
8   Marissa Honeck 
9  Mary Ellen Vona  
9  Shawn Zima  
9  Anneliese Schmidt 
10 Dean Trommetter 
11  David Luderman  
11  Daniel Smith  
12  Christopher Klein  
13  Bryan Klee  
13  Ann Stanek  
14 Shaunna Rospierski 
14 Cheryl Wild  
15 Alyssa Cascio  
15 Thomas Seagrave  
16 John Peruzzi  
17 Lorenzo Muscoreil 
18 Timothy Angielczyk  
18 Sean Stotz 
19 Jamie Klein  
19 Christopher Whittingham 
20 Jeffrey Lemke  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 Amanda May  
21 Sheila Peruzzi  
21 Steffanie Zehler  
21  April Manchester 
21  Herbert Schmidt 
21  Damien Uebelhoer 
22 Dylan Grant  
22 Laura Mollenkopf-Grill  
23 Gene Bliemeister  
23 Elaine Koch   
24 Cassidy Hinsken   
25 Jacob Dulski   
27 Karen Andrews   
27 Thomas Langiewicz  
27 Jonathan Mollenkopf-Grill 
27 Katharine Pautler  
27 Taylor Sims   
27 Lois Stutzman   
27 Judith Witucki   
27  Haidyn Erny 
28 Brett Hinsken   
28 Charles Holcomb  
28 Becky Kron  
28 Marguerite Krueger 
29 Barbara Morgan  
30 Von Kramer V  
30 Doris Whittingham  
31 Robert Przesiek                                                                        
 
 
 
Did we miss your birthday?  
If so, please contact the  
Church office, 684-1467. 

 
 

 



 

 
 
TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Town Line Road 
Alden,  New York   14004-9590 
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
          ELCA.org   Living in God’s Amazing Grace 
 

Church office:   716-684-1467  
Church Fax:      716-683-1664  
Pastor:  The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill   
Cell: 716-510-2939   Email: pastorserena@gmail.com 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired) 
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com 
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com 
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    A few friends who understand me and remain my friends; 

    A work to do which has real value, 

        without which the world would be the poorer; 

    A mind unafraid to travel, even though the trail be not blazed; 

    An understanding heart; 

    A sense of humor; 

    Time for quiet, silent meditation; 

    A feeling of the presence of God; 

    The patience to wait for the coming of these things, 

    With the wisdom to recognize them when they come. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


