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November 2016
Our Mission
“Called to Be a Servant Community”

Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more — a grateful heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if thy blessings had spe days,
But such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.
—George Herbert

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Relationships can be a challenge sometimes, can’t they?
Especially with the people we are closest to, those we have chosen to
share our daily lives with. We can make mistakes, and our loved ones
around us can make mistakes too. Relationships can be a challenge, but
they can also be a blessing.
This month’s book of the Bible is one that uses human
relationships to explain how we are called to relate to God. As I said last
month, we will be working through the prophetic books in the Bible.
This month’s book is Hosea. Last month I told you about how prophets
play a crucial role in the history of our faith. One of the ways that
prophets would try to get the message from God to stick in people’s
minds was by doing what was called a prophetic act. For example, a
prophet might take a glass, throw it on the ground and have it break into
pieces, and then say, “Thus says the Lord: if you do not change your
ways, you are going to get broken into a million pieces.” There are some
very interesting prophetic acts done by other prophets, but none can top
the one done by Hosea.
In the beginning of the book God tells him to go and marry a
woman of questionable moral character and to have children with her. (I
cringe to type the actual word) Hosea is told that she will be unfaithful to
him, and chase after other men. And then Hosea uses his personal life as
a living example of how God’s people have been “unfaithful” to him, and
how they will get what is coming to them.
The first 3 chapters of this book involve Hosea and his prophetic
act of marrying his wife and having children who are given symbolic
names. In Chapter 4 it then switches to straight prophecy, and in the end
we read that God will forgive.
This can be a challenging book to read, especially for women.
Why is it a woman who is unfaithful? Remember that in Bible times it
was a different world that it is today. The image of a man being
unfaithful to his wife would not have made sense to them, since men
could have many wives. It important to remember when reading this
book it is not about the woman, the woman is a symbol of God’s people,
and how we can turn away from God sometimes because something else
looks better.
The good news in this book is that no matter how far we stray
from God, he will always love us, and welcome us back with open arms.
But first, we need to realize when we have strayed, and ask his
forgiveness.
Happy reading, and if you have any questions, please ask!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Join our Sunday School in
giving Good Gifts this
year! This year give a
Good Gift for Christmas
from ELCA World
Hunger. In the month of
November our Good Gift
tree will return to the
gathering space. Ornaments provide gifts that make a real
difference in people's lives, from chicks to trees to bees to cows,
there is something for that hard to buy person on your list! (Prices
range from $10-$500) Watch our bulletin for more information.

Congraulations to our Confirmation Class
Congratulations to our 9th grade Confirmation class who were
confirmed on Sunday, October 30 @ the 11am worship.
Curtis Barry, Sam Grant, Justin Mason, Lauren Stashak, Haley
Tyburski, Taylor Tyburski, Samantha Wild
.

Family Worship
Sunday November 6 @ 11am worship
This is a hands on worship experience with easy to sing (and hard
to forget) song, interactive sermon, and "Cheerful Coins."
Bring the whole family and invite your friends.

Adult Discussion Group:

A new series of Town Line’s
Sunday morning adult discussion group started October 23rd at 9:45am.
We are starting a four-week LifeTree Café series on “Experiencing
Purpose and Meaning in Life.” Each week centers on a different aspect
of finding a purpose. We’ll hear about people finding new paths in life
from unexpected circumstances and use their experiences in our own
searches for meaning. This group is open to all who want to dig deeper
into their own beliefs, learn from and teach one another. We’re a small
group but we’ve had some lively discussions and we’d really like a few
more people to join us and offer their perspectives. Whether you’re a
young adult just starting your journey, a parent dropping your kids off for
Sunday school or someone with years of experience who has “been
there and done that”, we’d love for you to come and share with us. Each
week is its own, standalone topic, so you can still participate even if you
can’t attend all four sessions. We will meet in the library on October 23rd
and 30th and November 6th and 20th. Any questions? Contact Sue
DeWitt at 937-3453 or mikesuedewitt@verizon.net.

On the lookout for young men ages 11-17 years old.
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy the outdoors?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy Hiking?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy canoeing?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy rock climbing?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy camping?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy biking?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy swimming?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy jet skiing?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy learning new life skills?
Do you like FUN? Do you enjoy doing activities with 30,000
youth your age?
Do you like FUN?
If any of these activities sound like FUN then you can enjoy
all of those plus 100’s more by joining the Boy Scouts of
America Troop 160 sponsored by Town Line Lutheran
Church. All you have to do is contact the following to answer
your questions and join either:
Jim Heinrich at 866-1942\jeheinrich@aol.com
Laura Hinsken at 697-8615\hinsken6@gmail.com
The Garden committee needs your help!
We are looking for people to head up
and be in charge of the Town Line
Lutheran church Community
Garden. Robin has stepped down due
to health reasons and we thank her
for her time and effort in starting of
the garden.
If you would like to help please let us know!
Fall clean up is November 5th from 9 am till noon
Come help us clean up the grounds and get things
ready for winter. We need many hands to help
make the job easier.

Tuesday, November 8 at 12:30 pm here at
the Church. Come join us for Bible Study
and friendly conversation. Bring a bag
lunch. Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All Women of Town Line are invited.

The QUILTERS -- will meet every other Monday during
November (11/7, 11/21, then 12/5, etc.) from about 9:15 am until
1:00 pm. Bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and
conversation. As usual, any non-weather-related changes to our
schedule will be placed in the Sunday bulletin or telephoned to
regular attendees. We’ve had a wonderful turnout of ladies
recently and are really happy to have them. Please consider
joining us as we continue our service to those less fortunate in our
community and surrounding area. If you have any questions,
please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers
You can join the Town Line book club at any
time. We meet the 3rd Monday of every
month at the Church. Just read the book
and join us for lively conversation on the
book.

November: I am Malala by Malala Yousofzai
December: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
by Barbara Robinson
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any
questions

Thank you Lord,
for people, places and things
Wednesday, November 23, 2016
7:00 pm
The Church will be decorated with a Harvest Theme.

THANKOFFERING FOR CHURCH WOMEN
We will be collecting Thankoffering donations at the
Thanksgiving worship service. This Annual nationwide
Thankoffering for women of the ELCA supports many
missions and causes of the church. Mark your envelope
Thankoffering for the Church women.
This year we are collecting canned goods and other nonperishable items to decorate our chancel area for Thanksgiving.
The items used will be shared with food pantries following the
services. Bring your donations to the church by Sunday,
November 20. A box is located in the gathering area.

Advent Mid-Week
Bible Study. starting November 30th at 10:00 am
Christmas: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.
Join us for a special Bible study the 4 weeks before Christmas as we
focus on the people in the story of Jesus' birth.

Help is needed
Sunday, November 27
following the 11am worship service.

A light lunch of pizza and pop will
be provided for all helpers.

YOUTH NEWS…
Congrats to all our youth who were confirmed on Reformation
Sunday! Taylor, Haley, Samantha, Samuel & Justin!

And the Beanstalk
Nov 4th & 5th @ 7:00 PM with a 3:00 matinee on Saturday Nov 5th
advance tickets $5.00/ at the door $6.00 kids 3 & under free!
It’s that time of year again! Our youth will be
selling Christmas wreaths, Nov 6th, 13th & 20th for
delivery the beginning of December

Harvest House lock-in Nov 11th-12th 8:00
pm -8:00 * Great worship experience
* service assembling personal care Christmas gifts,
*great games, movies, food, even sleep if you want it!
We are collecting money in baby bottles to support the
Harvest House baby ministry that helps low income families
with necessities. $20 per youth/ please sign up & get your $ &
information form in to Kate no later than Nov 6th!
Angels Helping Hands Nov 20th noon-3:00 PM An
event for all ages. Come for a yummy homemade
soup lunch & learn how to make homemade
Christmas crafts. Youth will be contacted to
bring drinks, desserts & bread.
Any questions call Kate 668-5610

In case you haven’t noticed we now have a
music group singing at our 11:00 worship
service twice a month Our Women’s choir
rehearses two Thursdays a month @ 7:00 PM
& sings for worship on the 1st & 3rd Sunday
of the month. If you are interested in joining this great group
please speak with Kate! 668-5610
Our Chancel Choir for men & women is in need
of new members to fill out our group. We sing
at the 8:30 service each week & rehearse on
Wednesdays @ 7:30. If you are interested or
would just like to sing for Christmas Eve please contact Kate
Don’t sing? Well we have the group for you! Our
bell choir adds great color to our worship
services & rehearses twice a month & plays once
a month. We teach you everything you need to know & you don’t
have to be musical-Just faithful! If you’re interested please
speak with Kate!
Our Youth choir will
be singing for
Christmas Eve &
I am looking for
kids who will be
willing to come to 2 rehearsals & sing for the 6:00 Christmas
Eve service. If your child is interested, please see Kate or sign
up on the music bulletin board!

New Years Day Worship and
Brunch! 10am Sunday January 1st.
Join your church family and celebrate
the new year with a special worship
service and brunch and some fun
games on New Year's day.
Watch the next newsletter for more info.
TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your
memorial brick(s) in memory of your
loved ones.
Order forms are available at the
Church.

BUY TODAY!
A Town Line Lutheran Church
Anniversary Christmas tree ornament
They are available
in the Church gathering
area for $5.00

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to
church any Sunday. There is a blue box located in
the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care
Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change
of address or phone
number, please email
the Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Join us on Twitter

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather (hopefully not
too soon) please check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church
closings. During the winter months please use caution in the
parking lot and sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.

Church Council 2016-2017
Ann Marie Appleby
Elli DeFilippo
Mike DeWitt
Robin Gilbert
Rick Krueger
Harry Mandris
Larry Muscoreil
Barb Sims
Tyler Uebelhoer
Heidi Wild
John Wild
Patty Zehler

Thank you to outgoing
Council members:
Mark Casell
Janet Klein
Craig Sims.
Welcome new council:
Ann Marie Appleby
Tyler Uebelhoer
Heidi Wild

The Annual Congregational meeting took place on Sunday,
October 23 with over 40 members in attendance. Reports are
available in the gathering space.

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild Phone: 937-8894
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office
Office Hours are by appointment
Please call the church office and leave a message or/
call/text Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
October
October
October
October

2
9
16
23

Attendance
Offerings
160
$4,483
124
$3,613
133
$2,648
138
$2,978
Needed Weekly $3,838

Worship Assistants for November
Ushers
Early Service

Late Service

Paul Schuler
David Veros
Beverly Thore
Ellie DeFilippo
Harold Gardner

Mike DeWitt
Sue DeWitt
Daniel Ives
Clifford Nowicki

Acolytes
1
8
15
22
29

Early
Victoria Wild
Mackenzie Mertz
Riley Streit
Samantha Wild
Chris Klein
Josie Wild
Adam Dulski
Mackenzie Mertz
Samantha Wild

Late
Marcus Appleby
Anna Jegierski
Becky Kron
Matilynn Schmidt
Ali Reiner
Taylor Tyburski
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Anna Jegierski
Tony Muscoreil

Communion Set –Up
6 Ellie DeFillipo
Tricia Phillips
13 Charlie Turner
20 Barb Sims
27 Marcie Mason

8:30 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
6 Annette Fitscher
13
20 Diane Lechowicz
27 Elli Donnelly
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED in all the above ministries.
Call the Church office if you would like to help!

November Wedding Anniversaries
November 13 34 years Carol and Peter Subsara
November 14 57 years Elaine and Robert Koch
November 21 63 years Joyce and Raymond Kalle
November 26 50 years Sharon and Charles Holcomb
November 30 31 years Christine and James Wilckens
Did we miss your special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 or
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

Baptism
October 2, 2016 - Landon Walter, son of Jacob and Caitlin Casell

We welcome our new members
Jane "JJ" Jimerson, Heather Wolfe and Levi Wolfe-Chadwick

They have joined the Town Line Lutheran membership
and we ask God’s blessing for them.
Congratulations to Tim Hinsken for his Eagle Court of Honor
ceremony that took place on October 30th.

Community office hours at Tim
Horton's with Pastor Serena:
Mondays 9am-noon
Feel free to stop by Tim Horton's in
Alden to chat and have a prayer with
Pastor Serena. Everyone is
welcome, if you know of a friend
who could use a prayer or chat
please bring them by.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Lisa McKibben
1 Claire Arnott
2 Rosemary Freed
2 Elizabeth Ball
2 Kyle Kohl
3 Rev. Merlin Knauff
2 Nathan Turner
3 Nolan Bonning
4 Adam Stevenson
6 Ann Heinrich
6 Heather Dzimian
7 Andrea Frey
7 Ryan Manchester
8 Sydney Sims
9 Barbara Sims
8 Jason Strang
9 Julie Skubis
9 Daulton Mason
9 Beth Quenzler
10 Sarah Gwarek
10 Grace Noel
11 Ruth Ives
11 Alison Daucher
13 Kourtney Dulski
13 William Green
13 Kaylee Kendall
14 Shirley Huehn
14 Amy Suphankomut
16 Linsey Erny
16 Diana Huber
17 Von Forst Kramer IV
17 Edward Reich

18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
27
27
30

Cyndi Lemke
Ryker Manchester
James Macken
Richard Noel
Josephine Wild
Diane Baehre
Michael Randall
Delaina Blair
Shawn Zima
James Wilckens
Nancy Arndt
David Noel
Timothy Bowen
William Dabb
Edythann Sims
Benjamin Wild
Shirley Nedell
Christopher Kendall
Hayley Tyburski
Taylor Tyburski
Mark Schreiner
Maryjane Heinrich

Did we miss your Birthday?
If so, please call us at the
Church office, 684-1467.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace
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Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
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