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Town Line Lutheran Church, Alden, New York
Sunday Worship Services
8:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday School
in recess starting June 19

June 2016
Our Mission
“Called to Be a Servant Community”

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
If you were raised going to Sunday school, you might remember a song that
pops up into my head every time I read a part of the book of Joshua in the Old
Testament. “Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho, Joshua fought the
battle of Jericho and the walls came a-tumbling down.” As a child what I knew of
Joshua and his story I knew from this song.
As an adult reading this book I realize how much I didn’t know about Joshua.
Because when you read the story, it’s not exactly a nice one. Not something that I
would be proud to say that my ancestors did. Basically Joshua and the people
walked around Jericho for 6 days, and on the 7th day the walls fell down. Then
Joshua and all the people went in and killed every living person in the city (only
sparing one family, Rahab’s family.) As I child I didn’t really think about how
horrible that is, that they went in and killed every living person: that includes
innocent children.
Certainly, there are a lot of good lessons to be learned in this book. When
Joshua begins to lead the people, God tells him to “be strong and courageous.”
Rahab, who was a prostitute, comes to believe in God and saves her whole family.
God does amazing things for the people, yet they still struggle with keeping the
faith. When Joshua forgets to consult God on a decision, he makes a hasty one he
regrets later. We can learn a lot from the stories in this book: but we can also be
challenged by them because this book presents a very different God from the one
we believe in. Joshua’s version of God seems to care only about God’s special
people.
When we read the Bible, especially the Old Testament, it is important to
remember that we read it through the Lens of Jesus Christ. So as you read the book
Joshua this month, remember to read it through the lens of Jesus Christ and his
teachings to us. Jesus taught us to “love our enemies, and pray for those who
persecute you.” “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and
love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus showed us that God’s love is for everyone,
not just a select few.
I hope you can find the Good News in the book of Joshua, and of course, if
you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Happy reading!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School
Recognition Sunday
Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 11:00 am

“Growing in God’s Garden”
Please join us as we honor our teachers and celebrate a great
year of Sunday School!
*This will be the last day for regular classes until the fall.
Pastor’s Backpack Challenge: its back!
Calling all kids and youth, starting Sunday, June19 it’s your
chance to really challenge Pastor Serena. Come to worship every
Sunday this Summer and get a chance to take home the
backpack. Pastor Serena will then have to make up a children’s
sermon on the spot based on the item you place in the bag.

Family worship Sunday June 5
@ 11am worship.
“God’s New Lease on Life”
Help to decide where to donate our “Cheerful Coins”
Easy to sing, hard to forget songs. Interactive sermon,
user friendly language.
Our last family worship for the season

Movie Night: Zootopia
June 17th at 6:30 pm
Free popcorn and drinks!

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
We will be recognizing our High School and
College graduates on Sunday, June 26 at both
worship services. May we ask that our graduates
share a picture with us for a display we will have
on that Sunday. Please call and let us know if
you are graduating by Monday, June 20

Register now for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Town Line VBS is coming!
Sunday, Sunday, June 26 –
Thursday, June 30
from 6 – 8 pm
Light dinner served at 5:30 pm
Form is in the Church gathering space.
We are looking for donations of any kind of house paint or spray paint
to help create decorations for VBS this year. We need blacks and greys
or monetary donations. Please contact Molly Bauer if you can help: 6836067

Lifetree Café: An Adult Vacation Bible School Sunday June 26Thursday June 30 6:30-7:30pm. Join other adults as we take a week to
explore some interesting topics about faith and life:
 Can God Love a Mess Like Me? Join the best-selling author of
The Shack, William Paul Young, as he describes a life of abuse,
scandal, and shame.
 The Bible —Meet Eugene Peterson, author of The Message, as
you consider whether the Bible is really all it's said to be.
 Science and Religion Listen as the Pope's astronomer weighs in
on whether faith and science can truly mix.
 Only One Way to God? Hear one woman grapple with whether
Jesus really is the only way to God.
 How to Live Before you Die discover what an oncologist
prescribes to her patients for living life fully.
You can come at 6:30 or feel free to join everyone for a light dinner at
5:30 and our VBS opening program.

Thank You Church Lady!
After 25 years and 5 Pastors, our church secretary has decided to
retire.
Diane started in October of 1990 serving under Reverend Emeritus
Merlin Knauff, having taken over the office duties from Claire Wild.
Over the years Diane has initiated new office technologies, moved
into a new space in the 2000 addition and bid a sad goodbye to too
many of our elder members.
In her time as secretary she has been the bridge between the office
and parishioners, and the daily operation of the facility. Diane’s
experience in the church operations and vast knowledge of the
membership has been a blessing to the congregation with her
ability to ease new shepherds through learning names, faces and
families. She has also been an important partner to many Council
Presidents.
Diane will begin to transition out at the end of June, remaining
available to Pastor until the office is restaffed. The next time you
see Diane, please take a minute to thank her for her past service,
and wish her many blessings in her future work to the glory of God.

The Conversations Begin
Thank you to the 25 people who joined together in the initial
discussion of the Vitality survey results and what serving
possibilities lay ahead for the Congregation of Town Line Lutheran
Church.
Many wonderful, informative conversations were had about the
history of the church and the hopes for the future. There is much
excitement in this congregation, evident in discussion of how best
practices from the past can be combined with new evangelism and
stewardship practices to bring greater affirmation of individual
contributions and a strengthening of our ability to positively affect
our community.
An overarching need identified was for improved communication
and more opportunity for members to get together to learn about
each other, discuss what is important to them and to take part in
group devotions outside of regular Sunday services. Please stay
tuned for additional opportunities to be part of Town Line’s living,
thriving ministry!

Celebration for Diane and her 25 years
with Town Line Lutheran
Sunday June 26 @ 9:30 am
Join us Sunday June 26 at 9:30 as we celebrate
Diane's faithful service to our community as the church
secretary. More info will be in the bulletins in June.
Naomi Circle will meet on June 14 at 12:30 pm.
Come join us for Bible study and friendly
conversations. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided. All woman of
Town Line are invited!

 Quilters tie it up for the season
Our dedicated quilters have completed another successful season,
We couldn’t have done it without the generous and most welcome
support from church members, Thrivent, and the community. We
sincerely appreciate everything that has been donated -- please
continue! We will begin meeting again every other Monday come
September. If you have any questions please call Lois Stutzman
at 683-2782.

Town Line Book Club
You can join the Town Line book club at any time.
Just read the book and join us for lively conversation
on the book. Everyone is invited to join us the 3rd
Monday of the month at 7PM. Refreshments related
to the book are served at each meeting.
June: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time
by Mark Hodden
July: In the Bleak Midwinter by Julia Spencer Fleming
(Book club in a bag)
August: 19 Minutes by Jodi Picolt
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966.

Summer Worship Schedule
begins Sunday, June 19 with a time change: 8:30 and 10:00 am
Think you don't have time for worship this summer?
Think again!
Faith to Go: Go and….
On Sundays this summer starting June 19th join us at 8:30 or 10am
for a shortened worship service that will rejuvenate and refresh
your faith and give you the strength to go out and enjoy the beauty
of God's world. Each week we will be reminded who we are as
God’s people and be sent out into the world to follow where Jesus
sends us.
Or Join us on Wednesdays for:
Messy Faith: Where is God in the mess?
Wednesdays in July 7pm
We have all heard people say, “What a mess!”
But God has a wonderful way of working in the mess to bring to
bring newness and hope.
This summer an outdoor Wednesday worship,
join us as we explore our Messy Faith and try to find
God in the mess of life.

Walk and Pray: Starting in July!
Join Pastor Serena and others as we take time to connect with
God and each other while getting
some exercise. We will meet at the
Alden Town Park at the shelter near
the bathrooms. We will begin with a
short prayer and meditation and then
walk for 30 minutes.
Everyone is welcome! Pets too!
Tuesdays @ 7pm starting July 5
Thursdays @ 9am starting July 7

STRAWBERRY SOCIAL
Wednesday, June 22, 2016
4:00 - 7:00 pm
at Town Line Lutheran Church
Come for Supper
-Hamburgers
-Hot Dogs
-Salad Bar
-Beverage

Come for Dessert
-Fresh Strawberries
-Short cakes
-Ice Cream
-Sundaes

Entertainment
Carnival Kids Steel Orchestra

MUSIC NOTES…..

It’s been a great year for our music department here
at TLLC with Sunday worship, Christmas Eve, the
cantata, Lent, Easter services and Music Sunday but
it’s time for a much deserved summer
break for our choirs.

We need volunteers who will be willing to sing

Or…
play an instrument for worship!

If you would be willing to sing or play an instrument
for summer worship
please sign up
on the Music bulletin board in the Gathering Space
or
speak with Kate! (668-5610)

YOUTH NEWS…
to everyone who supported our car wash &
baked goods sale, & to all who served by
helping to clean on May Day!

MOVIE NIGHT @ TLLC Friday June 17th @
6:30 PM
Free drinks & popcorn for a fun night!

Strawberry Social prep
for youth & parents
Tuesday June 21st 5:30-7:30 PM
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL
Wednesday June 22nd 4:00-7:00 PM
with Carnival Kids Steel Band

Our youth will be participating
summer service projects.
Keep an eye on our Youth bulletin
board for details.

Any questions call Kate 668-5610

This is a great big THANK YOU to all who helped around the
church and church yard. Lawns and gardens look great!
Thank you to all who came to the Church cleanup on Saturday,
May 14th. We had a record amount of 20 people helping clean up
our church and its grounds. Thanks to Rick Krueger for
organizing the event, to Mark Casell for tackling all the Church
windows and to those who served up tasty hotdogs to the hard
workers.
Thank you to all the members at Town Line Lutheran that have
sent flowers, cards and well wishes as I recover from a broken
foot. God bless you all for thinking of me. Janet Seitz
Thank you very much for your donation of $1,288 in support of
Pastor Serena’s karaoke Challenge at “beCAUSE”. The event
successful raising over $9,000. We are very grateful.
Thomas Madden, Executive Director of Lutheran Charities.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN

MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your
memorial brick(s) in memory of
your loved ones
Order forms are available
at the Church
If you would like to purchase a
bench please let us know by
June 15.
Have Questions? Call the Church office

TLLC ORGANIC GARDEN
As most know on Memorial Sunday we planted
the garden. I would like to thank everyone that
helped to get it planted. Any one that would
like to give of your time to help keep
the garden weeded is greatly appreciated. You
can contacted Robin 810-2719 if you would
like to help out or if you are in need of food
from the garden. If you are in need you either must be on fixed
income and you get Food stamps or any other Government
assistance. This is very important that we help the people that
can not afford to put food on their table. We do take food up to
the Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels. Both of these groups
are always in need of food to help people that can't afford food. So
please help donate to them also if you can. If you plant your own
garden think about adding a little extra that you can donate. We
have about 20 church family's and friends of church family's that
we help. Many are out of work, or on Disability due to be hurt on
the job, or are seniors are very tight fixed incomes.
Written by Robin Gilbert

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change
of address or phone
number, please
email the Church
and let us know

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on Facebook!
Join us on Twitter & Instagram!
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Worship Assistants for June
Ushers
Early
Bryce Blair
Jeweliet Phillips
Janet Klein
Jamie Klein
Chris Klein

Late
Marcie Mason
David Baehre
Mark Reddy
Justin Mason

Acolytes
5
12

8:30 am

11:00 am

Riley Streit
Samantha Wild
Mackenzie Mertz

Haley Tyburski
Tony Muscoreil
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Ali Reiner

10:00 am
19
26

Victoria Wild
Adam Dulski
Josie Wild

Taylor Tyburski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Justin Mason
Matilynn Schmidt

Communion Set–up
5
12
21
28

Paul and Beth Quenzler
Tricia Phillips
Lois Stutzman
Mark and Jody Reddy

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
5
12
19
26

Annette Fitscher
Lorraine Zink
Diane Lechowicz
Elli Donnelly

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for all the above Ministries!
Call the Church office if you would like to help at the church
in any of these or our many other ministries.

Church Council 2015-2016
President
Mark Casell
Vice President
John Wild
Secretary
Elli DeFilippo
Treasurer
Patty Zehler
Financial Secretary
Michael Dewitt
Benevolence Treasurer Barbara Sims
Trustees:
Craig Sims
Robin Gilbert
Deacons:
Harry Mandris
Rick Krueger
Parish Ed
Janet Klein
Member
Larry Muscoreil

716-983-2468
716-937-8894
716-937-7953
716-684-5535
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-491-1911
716-810-2719
716-937-0322
716-937-9533
716-870-5109
585–547-3677

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: Mark Casell Phone: 983-2468
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

Attendance
122
184
118
194

Offerings
$4,824
$4,500
$7,269
$2,571

Needed Weekly $4,200

June Wedding Anniversaries
June 1
June 1
June 1
June 7
June 11
June 16
June 16
June 18
June 19
June 19
June 21
June 22

31 years
53 years
32 years
58 years
67 years
43 years
43 years
50 years
34 years
34 years
42 years
59 years

Pam and Richard Czechowski
Helen and Marlin Gillette
Ellen and Harry Mandris
Virginia and Charles Chauncey
Ruth and Ken Duncan
Diane and David Baehre
Diane and Paul Luderman
Jeanette and Tom Dickinson
Kathy and David Lee
Michele and Michael Piasecki
Jackie and Frederick Vogel
Carole and Richard Noel

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church
office.

Baptisms
May 22, 2016 Maggie Jean, daughter of
Ken and Laura Crofton.
May 22, 2016 John Bryce, son of John and Jeweliet Phillips

Wedding
May 28, 2016 Taylor Sims and Anthony Hodges

In Sympathy
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Cindi Striegel and family
at the death her husband, Russ Kryszak on April 22, 2016.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Carol Reiner and family at
the death of her father, Walter Wassinger on May 8, 2016.

Memorials
To the Memorial fund in memory of Bill Staley by Jim Heinrich

Vacations are great. But wait!
Remember our congregation’s mission and
ministries continue over the summer. So,
before you pack up and head out for
vacation, make your offering to our church.
Thank you and have a great vacation.

June Birthdays
1 Janet Klein
1 Michelle Muscoreil
1 Carrie Weston
2 Pamela Allan
2 Peter Subsara
3 Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
3 Maxwell Stoldt
3 Dan Wypij
5 Alexander Czechowski
5 Kelly Marshall
5 Donna Pautler
5 Alyssia Schutt
6 Sharon Holcomb
6 Kacey Menge
7 Amanda Bartz
7 Patricia Gardner
7 Emilie Space
7 Hunter Zimmer
8 Jacob Rospierski
9 Ethan Hamm
9 Joan Randall
10 Susan Hansen
10 Alexander Jasinski
10 Toni May
10 Joshua Stoldt
11 Molly Bauer
11 Ashlyn Golding
11 Dorothy Snyder
12 Nathan Jegierski
12 Dixie Lilleck
13 Timothy Zima
14 William Nedell
15 Adele Steinman
16 Margaret Bliemeister
16 Michael Hapeman
16 Jacob Smith

17 Shaun Fallon
17 Kevin Peters
17 Jamie Pruitt
17 Christina Striewing
17 Ian Subsara
18 Roger Erny
18 Mark Luderman
19 Alycia Baran
19 Tammy Piasecki
20 Linda Green
20 Nathan Heinrich
21 Ronald Ball
21 Kaitlyn Laudico
21 Rebecca Ross
21 Albert Stutzman
21 Atom Stutzman
22 Laura Ferguson
22 Stephen Slevinski
22 Brenda Wells
22 Tammy Piasecki
23 Suzanna Ball
23 Rachel Knauff
23 Sean Nowicki
23 Donna Pesch
24 Carly Cascio
24 Joyce Smith
25 Ryan Zima
26 Cassandra Ball
26 William Dabb Jr
27 Jeanette Dickinson
27 Ron Dulski
27 Anna Jegierski
27 Karen Salvatore
29 Janet Seitz
29 Peggy Snyder
29 Jessica Wierzbowski
30 Cheryl Klein
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please contact the
Church office, 684-1467.
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