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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
What would you expect of a king? Now I know in our country we really have no
experience with Kings as rulers, but take a minute and imagine yourself in a different
world. One that was ruled by a royal family, a king, whose job it was to rule over you and
your people. What might you hope that king to be like? I would hope that the king would
be wise, smart, a good diplomat, and someone who has faith in God. I think faith in God
would help the king be humble and realize that he is not ultimately in charge, but that all
the power he has comes from above.
But any of us who have read historical books that have kings in them, we know that
this is often not reality. Many times kings will do thing that we don’t understand or
approve of, all for the sake of protecting themselves. Would it surprise you to know that
this happens in the Bible too? Our books for the next two months could give the Tudors of
England a run for their money with all the controversy and scandals you will read about.
The book of 1 Kings is considered a “historical book” in the Bible. That means
whoever wrote it was seeking to share some history with us, but the history is told from
the author’s perspective. There are many things that “historically” happened in these time
periods that are not recorded in these books. The author told the story from his
perspective. The author’s perspective is one that we might share: he views the kings of
Israel who did not follow in God’s ways as those who were not “good kings.” Originally 1
and 2 Kings were one book, but later on they were divided into 2. This month you are only
reading 1 Kings.
1 Kings begins with the death of King David, and how his son, Solomon becomes
king. Solomon is known for his wisdom as a ruler, and there is a story in this book about
how wise Solomon was in solving a custody dispute between two women over a baby.
There are names that you will recognize and remember, such as King Ahab and Jezebel.
Later in the book we focus more on the prophet Elijah and how he sought to tell people
what God wanted, but what he said wasn’t always popular. Jezebel wanted him dead, but
to find out why, you will have to read for yourself!
I hope you enjoy the palace drama of 1 Kings, and as you read it you can see how
us humans continue to mess up, but God still continues to do his work. And of course, if
you have any questions, please ask!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena
PS: This month we begin an 8 week study of the Gospel of John, Wednesday mornings at
10am beginning April 6. I had introduced the Gospel of John two years ago, but you could
read both books this month and join us for Bible study.

Sunday School News
3rd Grade Bibles
On Sunday, March 8 these children
received Bibles on Bible Sunday:
Marcus Appleby, Cian Barry, Sophia
Connelly, Nathan Jegierski, Vincent
Muscoreil, Allie Space
1st Communion class: 2nd grade students and above will take
their first communion with their families on Sunday, April 3rd
.

Family Worship
Sunday, April 3 at 11am worship.
On the first Sunday of the month @ 11am we will
have a hands on worship experience with easy to sing
(and hard to forget) worship songs, and interactive
sermon and “Cheerful coins."
Bring the whole family and invite your friends.
Want to be an acolyte? All children who have taken first
communion are eligible to be acolytes (2nd grade and above.)
We will have acolyte training during Sunday school on Sunday,
May 1st 9:45 am.

Naomi Circle will meet on April 12 at 12:30 pm.
Come join us for Bible study and friendly
conversations. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All woman of Town Line are invited!

The QUILTERS – During April we will meet as usual every
other Monday, April 11th, 25th, then May 9th and 23rd at the usual
time of approximately 9:15 am until 1:00 pm. Feel free
to join us to see what we do – simply bring your lunch
and enjoy good fellowship and conversation. During
March we donated 25 quilts to Buffalo City
Mission/Cornerstone Manor. We are again grateful to
Thrivent for their continued monetary support of our Quilting
project. We also have some funds available through the Gloria
Richter Quilters Memorial Fund if anyone would like to donate to
our efforts. As always we can also use sheets and pillow cases or
any cotton fabric you may wish to donate. If you have any
questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Town Line Book Club
You can join the Town Line book club at any
time. Just read the book and join us for lively
conversation on the book. Everyone is invited to
join us the 3rd Monday of the month at
7PM. Refreshments related to the book are served at each
meeting. Upcoming selections:
April: The Postmistress by Sara Blake
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966.
Gospel of John
A 8 week adult forum.
Wednesday mornings at 10am starting
April 6. Come and learn more about
the Bible:

YOUTH NEWS…
to everyone who supported our Easter plant
sale, donated food for Cabin Fever Reliever
and the Easter breakfast! We couldn’t do
what we do without your support!!

for youth grades
6-12
April 24th @
noon-4:00 PM
“Letting Go,
How to handle
stress”
Come & join in lunch, team building games, learn the art of
meditation and participate in a round table discussion & “cut
loose time”

KIDS IN CHRIST
Youth group for grades 3-6
April 17th noon-3:00 PM
Bring your lunch, stay for games, a service project, and
hands on learning about talking to God!

If you have any questions about our youth programs please
feel free to speak with or call Kate Snyder 668-5610

MUSIC NOTES….
to Lois Stutzman, Elli DeFilippo, Elaine Deazley,
Jenny Pawelski, Betty Sitzman, Ann Marie
Appleby, Dave Luderman, Tom Stutzman, Mark
Casell, Jim Heinrich, Tyler Uebelhoer, Mike
Randall, Pastor Serena, Holly Uebelhoer,
Toni Bliemeister, Jeanette Dickinson, Shelly Piasecki, Amy
Dickinson for 8 weeks of rehearsals to prepare for the
cantata, “Behold the Lamb.”
to Harry Mandris who brought in
equipment & handled all of our sound
to Chris Whittingham &
Carol Reiner
who were our narrators.
to our Bell Choir, Creation Youth Choir &
Chancel Choir for all their hard work
preparing for Easter worship!

Music Sunday May 22nd @ both services
Come & enjoy the gift of music with our
Creation Youth, Bell & Chancel Choirs
“Lord Be the Music”
If you are interested in joining any of our musical groups or
would like to sing or play an instrument for summer worship
please contact Kate Snyder 668-5610

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, April 10, 2016
12:15pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
It’s back, bigger and better than last year! Sunday, April 10th,
get your taste buds ready for the 2nd annual Taste of Town Line.
From 12:15 to 2:30, you’ll have the chance to sample the best
dishes of the cooks of Town Line Lutheran Church and vote for
your favorite appetizer, entrée, side and dessert. New this year,
celebrity judges will choose a winner in each category and prizes
will be awarded.
Want in on the fun? Have a family favorite snack, a dish to
pass that you HAVE to bring to every gathering, a dessert to die
for? Enter it! Entry forms are available in the gathering space or
in this newsletter. Paper goods are provided, and entrants eat for
free.
$10 for adults, $5 ages 5-12 gets you unlimited tastes. Kids 4
and under taste for free. A hot beverage bar, featuring coffee, tea
and cocoa is included as well.
A basket raffle of prizes donated by local businesses and church
members adds to the fun.
Proceeds benefit Hearts and Hands Faith in Action.
Enter your best dish today, and make plans for April 10th to taste
the best that Town Line Lutheran has to offer.

Register today

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, April 10, 2016
12:15pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
Have a favorite recipe? Share it at the Taste of Town
Line!. Attendees will be able to taste each dish and
then vote for their favorites in each category.

- - - - - - - - - - - - Please fill in and return - - - - - - - --- -Taste of Town Line
Name ___________________________
Phone number ______________
Category: Check one for each dish you will be bringing
Appetizer

Entrée

Side Dish

Dessert

I will gladly donate a Gift Basket for the Raffle
Basket donations may be delivered to church anytime Tuesday-Thursday
between 10 am and 2 pm, Sunday mornings or we can arrange for pick up.

Clergy Karaoke Challenge
Contestants

Debi Turley

Nancy Milleville

Chick Biegner

Serena M-G

S UNDAY

May 1st
11am-3pm
Lee Miller

Dan Hoffman
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Text or call Pastor Steve Biegner with questions, pledges or song suggestions. 716-868-1232
The Tavern at Windsor Park is located at 8444 Transit Rd, Amherst NY 14221

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your memorial
brick(s) in memory of your loved ones.
Order forms are available at the
Church. Have Questions?
Call the Church office

29th Alden Prayer
Breakfast
April 23, 2016 9 – 11:30 am
“Prayerful Living”
Millgrove Bible Church
Presale tickets until April 18
Charity: Why Life Ministries
Donation $4
Contact: Barb Sims 683-3134 or Ellie Donnelly 864-3004

Tim Hinsken's Eagle Project
Tim Hinsken is working on his Eagle Project for Second Chance
Home, which is an organization that helps young women that are
either pregnant or have just had a baby with housing, education,
parenting and job placement. Their goal is to help these young
women be successful!! A collection of new or gently used toys and
books for children ages birth - 4 years old will be donated to the
soon to be refurbished room that the children play in. A collection
box is located in the gathering space from March 27-April 10th.
Thank you for your support!

Thank you for the beautiful Altar Flowers given to me for my 85th
birthday. Also a special thank you to Annette Fitscher for
thinking of me. Always so nice to be remembered.
God bless, Joyce Kalle
Thank you for pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald house.
Thank you from Meals on Wheels for the donations of potatoes
and carrots.
Thank you to Ellie Donnelly for bringing the altar flowers to Harold
for his birthday. They are lovely and we truly enjoyed them. It is
so good to be back home by our family, Pastor Serena and our
church family. Hugs, Harold and Pat Gardner.
Dear Friends of Town Line,
Thank you to all who support dinners at our church. We are in
need of your help if possible. During our last dinner (corned beef)
we quickly became aware of several of our electric roasters not
working properly. Two of them had to be disposed of due to
electrical problems that could have caused a fire hazard.
We are in need of 3-4 new or newer electric roasters. If you have one that
can be donated please let us know. We are requesting that they be newer
(less than 5 years) models. We will have to purchase new ones prior to the
next dinner as we use them for each event. Please call Edie Sims at 716207-0390 if you can help or if you have any questions.
Troop 160 would like to thank everyone for supporting the fish fry!!

Community
Event
brainstorming!
We need your help! Are you interested in helping
develop a plan for a future community event here at
Town Line Lutheran. We need your imput!!!
April 6th
6:00pm – pizza
6:30 – meeting
Call Edie Sims 1-716-207-0390 Or
Ann Marie Appleby 1-716-650-8785
We welcome your help! Let’s get together and help
spread the great news about our church and God’s
Love for all!

Congregational Vitality Survey Report
Nearly a year ago, back in May of 2015, the Council asked that everyone
take a minute to complete a survey about how Town Line was doing as a
congregation; whether or not individual needs were being met, relevance of
ministries and thoughts on our future. After an extended wait, our results
have been reviewed by the Synod and reported back to us.
With apologies for the long wait time due to changes in personnel, Rev John
Scarafia and Rev. Lee Miller attended the March Council meeting to present
and discuss where Town Line fell in the Vitality “Index”. Developed through
the responses from 136 Town Line members and visitors, our results were
then compared with those of over 200 other congregations across the
country. With our Composite score coming in at a 3.8 on a scale of 1-5, your
input has us as a congregation that is “maintaining”, with no one saying we
won’t survive, but only a few indicating they thought we are thriving.
Does this surprise you? Would you like to get more detail on how Town Line
views itself in our connection to God, with each other, and with the world? A
couple examples of results:
-

Members feel empowered to use their gifts at Town Line, yet we
struggle for volunteers and leaders
We are comfortable inviting others to worship, but seldom do

The Council is meeting now in preparation for gatherings to communicate the
results and develop a plan forward. Please watch for your opportunity to
contribute your ideas for a lasting Town Line Lutheran Church. Let us pray
that with God’s guidance, together we can move from maintaining to thriving,
in our mission to be a serving community.
God’s Peace

Mark Casell
Council President

The Town Line Lutheran
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to
receive your newsletter electronically. The church
email is townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of
the newsletter will be available for you to take
home the last Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
If none of the above work we can mail it to your home

If you have a
change of
address or
phone number,
please email the
Church and let
us know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have
your email added so we can contact you in this way,
please email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on facebook!
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather please
check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church closings.
BEWARE! Please use caution when during the winter
months in the parking lot, near the paper box and on the
sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Church Council 2015-2016
President
Mark Casell
Vice President
John Wild
Secretary
Elli DeFilippo
Treasurer
Patty Zehler
Financial Secretary
Michael Dewitt
Benevolence Treasurer Barbara Sims
Trustees:
Craig Sims
Robin Gilbert
Deacons:
Harry Mandris
Rick Krueger
Parish Ed
Janet Klein
Member
Larry Muscoreil

716-983-2468
716-937-8894
716-937-7953
716-684-5535
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-491-1911
716-810-2719
716-937-0322
716-937-9533
716-870-5109
585–547-3677

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: Mark Casell Phone: 983-2468
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
March 6
March 13
March 20

Attendance
Offerings
190
$4,114
142
$4,845
194
$4,318
Needed Weekly $4,200

Worship Assistants for April
Ushers
Early
John Wild
Rick Krueger
Edie Sims
Thomas Hofmeier
Mike Thore

Late
David Reiner
Daniel Wypij
Ron Ball
Harry Mandris
Susan Angielczyk

Acolytes
3
10

Early
Mackenzie Mertz
Josie Wild
Riley Streit

17

Victoria Wild
Adam Dulski
24 Josie Wild

Late
Anna Jegierski
Tony Muscoreil
Taylor Tyburski
Matilynn Schmidt
Justin Mason
Marcus Appleby
Paige Jegierski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill

Communion Set–up
3
10
17
24

Ann Stanek
8:30 am
Mark and Jody Reddy 11:00 am
John Wild
8:30 am
Marci Mason
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
3 Annette Fitscher
10 Lorraine Zink
17 Diane Lechowicz
24 Elli Donnelly
.

April Wedding Anniversaries
April 11
April 12
April 17
April 18
April 19

46 years
36 years
34 years
57 years
36 years

Lois and John Stutzman
Beth and Bob Brinson
Jody and Mark Reddy
Carolyn and David Hodan
Cory and Richard Dussault

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

Baptism
March 6, 2016 - Levi Gerald Zimmer

Death
Called to the Church Triumphant on March 23 was our member
Donald Chapman. Our sincere sympathy is extended to his
family and friends.

In Sympathy
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Dan and Ruth Ives and family
at the death of his father, Albert on March 15th.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Kate Snyder and family at the
death of her sister-in-law Karen Roberts.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Molly Bauer and family at the
death of her grandmother McCarthy.
Our sincere sympathy to Paul Schuler at the death of two uncles;
Jerry Kujawa and Thomas Schuler

Mayday Mayday!
May 14 has been set as our “Mayday”.
We are looking for volunteers to help with the
following:
 Window cleaning (inside and out)
 Cemetery cleanup (raking leaves,picking up branches)
 Tilling of the garden beds
 Raking around and trimming of shrubs.
This event will be held rain or shine, 9 am to noon.
Lunch will be provided to all those that help.

April Birthdays
1 Susan Angielczyk
2 Lisa Arnott
2 Judith Griffith
2 Richard Klee
2 Carol Subsara
3 Janet Bartnik
3 Emelia Hart
3 Bette Maines
4 David Hodan
4 Melanie Lafornara
4 William Sobieraj
5 Gail Cieszki
5 Matilynn Schmidt
5 Cara Whittingham
6 Eric Honeck
6 John Landahl
7 Russell Allan
7 Kristen Hamm
8 Jenna Horn
8 Riley Streit
11 Marci Kramer
11 Christopher Preusch
12 Marie Bliemeister
12 Alexandria Burdett
12 Paul Ribbeck
12 Jocelyn Whittingham
13 Jessica Reddy
13 John Seitz
14 Adam Bauer
14 Carrie Rosenthal
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please contact the
Church office, 684-1467

16 Brian Peebles
16 Kevin Sweeney
17 Jerry Hinsken III
17 Ashley Hoerner
18 Grace Blaufuss
21 Kristine Cole
21 Roger Hofmeier
21 Thomas Hofmeier
21 Patti Nowicki
22 Tyler Noel
24 Veronica Burdett
24 Kevin Kwietniak
24 Abigal Mandris
24 Megan Randall
25 Alex Barbaro
25 Samuel Grant
25 Dan Ives
26 Robb Overhoff
27 Zacharias Armitage
27 Gerald Cook
27 Cameron Stoldt
28 Emily Hodge
29 Mark Menge
29 Joseph Muscoreil
30 Joshua Abell - Gabner
30 Paul Quenzler

.
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