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Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net of
love by which you can catch souls. God loves a cheerful
giver. One gives most who gives with joy. The best way to
show our gratitude to God and people is to accept
everything with joy.
A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart burning
with love. Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to
make you forget the joy of the Christ risen.
—Mother Teresa

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Who doesn’t love a hero? Someone who comes in to “save the
day” and return justice and order to the world. Take and minute and
think: who is your favorite hero? Maybe it was a superhero like from
comic books, big screen, or TV. Maybe it wasn’t someone who was
known by the world, but instead someone you knew personally. A person
who was a hero to you: because of the difference they made in your life.
Heroes can take many forms.
Would it surprise you to know that our Bible has its own book of
heroes? They were ordinary people, like you and me, who God used to
do great things and help his people. You might recognize these names:
Deborah, Gideon, and Samson. The story of these heroes and few
others is told in the book Judges.
The book of Judges takes place in a time before God’s people had
a king. God told his people that they didn’t need a king; that he was their
king. Because of this absence of an earthly leader, God’s people have
some trouble and a pattern emerges. Here is the pattern: God’s people
do bad things and fall away from him, they get what is coming to them,
they cry to God for help, God calls and sends a “judge” to guide them.
These judges were leaders, like kings, not like the judges we think of
today. After the judge comes the people experience times of peace,
sometimes lasting from 6 years to 80 years, with most lasting 40.
This is not an easy book to read, with the challenging names and
a few things you may not understand. But there are some wonderful
stories to be found in it, so if there is a part you don’t understand, skip it
and keep reading. But here are some teasers to get you interested. One
judge kills 600 Philistines with a cattle prod. One judge is a woman, and
a prophet! One judge is so scared of the Midianites taking his food he
prepares it in a winepress. One judge makes a foolish promise to
sacrifice to God the first living thing that greets him when he returns home
from battle. One judge is foolish in love and a braggart, yet at the end
makes the right choice. Who are they? You will have to read to find out.
The book ends with a few chapters and how bad things get
because the people don’t have a king, and they fall again into idol
worship, abuse and chaos. It sets us up to read 1 and 2 Samuel, which I
had you read last year.
Another thing I want to point out about these “heroes” in judges is
this. They were ordinary people, people who made mistakes and didn’t
always do the right thing. They could be scared sometimes, or overly
confident. They could be foolish and wise at the same time. They were
human, ordinary people, just like you and me. When God worked in
them, they did some amazing things, and made a real difference in the
lives of those around them.
I hope you enjoy reading Judges, and hearing about the some of
the heroes of the Bible. If have questions, don’t forget to ask.
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School News
3rd Grade Bibles: On Sunday March 6th
our 3 Graders will receive their own Bibles
with their families.

Sunday, March 27 at 9:30 am

1st Communion class: 2nd grade students and above are invited to
attend First communion class on Saturday, April 2, 1 – 3 pm. A
parent must attend class with their child.
The children will take their first communion with their families on
Sunday, April 3rd during worship at either 8:30 or 11:00 am.
Please email or call the church by March 28 to participate.

Family Worship
Sunday, March 6 at 11am worship.
On the first Sunday of the month @ 11am we will have a
hands on worship experience with easy to sing (and hard
to forget) worship songs, and interactive sermon
and “Cheerful coins."
Bring the whole family and invite your friends.

You are invited to join us as we go to
see the Shrine Circus on Saturday,
March 19 at 2:30pm. Tickets are
available for $6. Call or email the
church office for tickets. Cash or
checks made payable to Ismailia
Shrine Circus.

Naomi Circle will meet on Wednesday,
March 9 following the Lenten worship. Come
join us for lunch and friendly conversations.
Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and drinks will be
provided.
All woman of Town Line are invited!

The QUILTERS -- will meet every other
Monday during March (14th and 28, then April
11th, etc.) from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm.
Bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and
conversation. Please consider joining us as we
continue our service to those in our community
and surrounding area who are less fortunate. We
have been blessed again to receive funding from Thrivent's Action
Team to cover the cost of batting (and other supplies) for our
quilts If you have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 6832782.

Town Line Book Club
You can join the Town Line book club at any time. Just
read the book and join us for lively conversation on the
book. Everyone is invited to join us the 3rd Monday of the
month at 7PM. Refreshments related to the book are
served at each meeting. Upcoming selections:
March: Bel canto by Ann Pachet
April: The Postmistress by Sara Blake
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966.

BOY SCOUT FISH FRY
March 18th- Take out only
4pm-7pm
Tickets are available between
worship services on Sunday

Special Worship for
Lent
Wednesdays at 10:00 am
Through March 16th
“Open Our Life Lord”
Join us Wednesday mornings in Lent as we explore in
worship how God can open our lives in this season.
There will be a coffee fellowship following worship.
Light in the Wilderness Prayer corner: You are invited on
Sunday or Wednesday mornings during Lent to stop at the foot of
the rugged cross at the prayer table. At the table you can stop and
say a prayer, light a candle, touch the water and take a rock with
you. We hope this prayer corner will help you better connect with
God in this season of Lent.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
A PALM SUNDAY CANTATA “Behold the Lamb” by Lloyd Larson
Sun. March 20th @ both services
“A musical and narrative journey reminding us that the
path to salvation came with a significant price

Maundy Thursday Worship March 24 at 7:00 pm
Good Friday Worship March 25 at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday Sunrise worship – 6:30 am
Continental breakfast following
Celebration Worship: 8:30 and 11:00 am

Plant Dedications for Easter
March 6th is the last day to order plants from the Youth group.
Order today by calling the church. Don’t forget your dedications.
These dedications are put into the Easter Sunday bulletins.

Music Notes….
Our Music program will present…

“Behold the Lamb”
by Lloyd Larson

A Lenten cantata exploring the
last days of Jesus’ life
in
song & narration

March 20th @ both services
Come and rejoice in the triumphal entry into
Jerusalem with Palms and witness the ordeal of the
crucifixion

YOUTH NEWS…
to everyone who came out & supported the Valentine Brunch! It
was a wonderful success & thanks to Holly & Tom Uebelhoer for all their
hard work! (we don’t let Kate cook it’s really not pretty)
Thanks to the great job by our youth for Youth Sunday. It was a great way
to stretch our faith muscles! Job well done good & faithful servants!
Thanks to our youth who participated in the Volleyball Marathon, (an event
for Lutheran youth groups in our conference) for packing 10,000 mac &
cheese meals for those in need! Job well done!

CABIN FEVER RELIEVER
March 6th noon-3:00
fun for all ages! Invite your friends!
Come enjoy a yummy home made soup lunch,
with bread, drinks & desserts
and
stay for some family bonding time with cards, board games,
& secret challenges for prizes
If you have any questions about our youth program please speak with or call
Kate Snyder 668-5610

Upcoming events…
Kids in Christ- youth group for grades 3-6 April 17th noon-3:00
Fun activities, hands- on learning about our faith
Youth Group -grades 6-12 April 24th noon-3:00
“Letting go, how to handle stress” lunch, games, activities & tools to combat stress

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, April 10, 2016 12:15pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
It’s back, bigger and better than last year! Sunday, April 10th, get
your taste buds ready for the 2nd annual Taste of Town Line. From
12:15 to 2:30, you’ll have the chance to sample the best dishes of
the cooks of Town Line Lutheran Church and vote for your favorite
appetizer, entrée, side and dessert. New this year, celebrity judges
will choose a winner in each category and prizes will be awarded.
Want in on the fun? Have a family favorite snack, a dish to pass
that you HAVE to bring to every gathering, a dessert to die for?
Enter it! Entry forms are available in the gathering space or in this
newsletter. Paper goods are provided, and entrants eat for free.
$10 for adults, $5 ages 5-12 gets you unlimited tastes. Kids 4
and under taste for free. A hot beverage bar, featuring coffee, tea
and cocoa is included as well. A basket raffle of prizes donated by
local businesses and church members adds to the fun.
Proceeds benefit Hearts and Hands Faith in Action.
Enter your best dish today, and make plans for April 10th to taste the
best that Town Line Lutheran has to offer.

Register today

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, April 10, 2016 12:15pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
Have a favorite recipe? Share it at the Taste of Town Line!.
Attendees will be able to taste each dish and then vote for
their favorites in each category.

- - - - - - - - - - - - Please fill in and return - - - - - - - --- - - Taste of Town Line
Name ___________________________
Phone number ______________
Category: Check one for each dish you will be bringing
Appetizer

Entrée

Side Dish

Dessert

I will gladly donate a Gift Basket for the Raffle
Gift basket donations may be delivered to the Church anytime Tuesday–Thursday
between 10am – 2pm, Sunday mornings or we can arrange for pick up.

Congratulations to Lois Stutzman
Congratulations to Lois Stutzman who will receive the Magi Award
by the Lutheran Foundation of WNY. Our church leadership
nominated Lois Stuntman to receive an award for her dedication
and service to the Town Line Nursery school. This award will be
presented at the Lutheran Awards Banquet on Friday evening,
April 22. If you are interested in attending this event, which
includes a wonderful dinner at Greenfield Manor, please speak to
Pastor Serena.

Ask and Ye Shall Receive,,, and Some
We are very happy to report that through the grace of God and the
generous response from the congregation, the money needed to
pay for the Sanctuary boiler upgrade has been raised, with more
received than was needed. Thanks to all who donated, we can
now end our call for boiler specific donations
At the time of the Congregational meeting, Council asked our
members to authorize up to $25,000 being spent to replace the
boiler in the basement of the church. The boiler had exceeded its
useful life and parts were becoming impossible to acquire.
Coupled with the benefit of increased fuel efficiency, those in
attendance agreed that it was time for replacement.
Soliciting bids for replacement from multiple providers resulted in
receiving a lower bid than anticipated and Boss Mechanical was
able to install two boilers for under $17,000. There is now a boiler
that serves just the sanctuary, and another that serves the rest of
the lower level, including the bowling alley and youth room.
Accommodations were also made to have each boiler back up the
other in case of a problem with either, allowing some redundancy
to help reduce the risk of not having heat when needed.
Your Church Council would like to thank you all for your response
to this crucial need. Your regular giving to the Renovation and
Repair fund is how we are able to keep our family home
maintained and ready for used in the mission of Town Line
Lutheran Church.

TLLC GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
Thank you to all that made the meeting in
Feb. Our next meeting will be March 6th @
9:45 in the Library We set up the schedule for
planting the garden seeds to start early. The
Sunday School children will start them Feb
28th. All seeds are Organic. This year we will
have the Garden expanded to include Dwarf
fruit trees and Fruit bushes. We will be letting everyone in the
congregation know how you can help and be part of this new part of
the garden. If you would like to donate you may do so by writing on
the outside of your offering envelopes Garden. The Garden is done
by donation only. Please call me, Robin 810-2719 if you have any
questions or want to be part of the garden committee. Looking
forward to our new growing season. Thank you, Elaine Grant,
Renee Mertz and MacKenzie, Carol Subsara, Kristen Lawrie ,Bob
Dersam, Holly Uebelhoer, and Beverly Thore.
Town Line Lutheran Church is pleased to partner with Hearts and
Hands. Hearts and Hands is a not-for-profit, neighbors-helpingneighbors organization which pairs volunteers with older and physicallychallenged adults to provide them with transportation for medical
appointments and routine errands. Some volunteers also provide in-home
supports and caregiver respite. The organization, founded in 2003, has its
administrative offices at 2710 North Forest Road, Suite 205, Getzville, NY,
with satellite offices in Akron, Amherst, Clarence, Lockport and the
Southtowns (Wales), and serves our community. Hearts and Hands is
always in need of volunteers. If you’re looking for a way you can have a
positive impact on your community, and help out your neighbors in need,
call (716) 406-8311. Brochures with additional information are also
available near the church entrance. Hearts and Hands’ website:
hnhcares.org

Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner
Sunday, March 13th.
Watch the bulletins for more details.

The Town Line Lutheran
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive
your newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the
last Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
If none of the above work we can mail it to your home

If you have a
change of address
or phone number,
please email the
Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have
your email added so we can contact you in this way, please
email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on facebook!
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather please check
Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church closings.
BEWARE! Please use caution when during the winter months
in the parking lot, near the paper box and on the sidewalks as
conditions can become slippery.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Church Council 2015-2016
President
Mark Casell
Vice President
John Wild
Secretary
Elli DeFilippo
Treasurer
Patty Zehler
Financial Secretary
Michael Dewitt
Benevolence Treasurer Barbara Sims
Trustees:
Craig Sims
Robin Gilbert
Deacons:
Harry Mandris
Rick Krueger
Parish Ed
Janet Klein
Member
Larry Muscoreil

716-983-2468
716-937-8894
716-937-7953
716-684-5535
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-491-1911
716-810-2719
716-937-0322
716-937-9533
716-870-5109
585–547-3677

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: Mark Casell Phone: 983-2468
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
February 7
February 14
February 21

Attendance
Offerings
134
$4,516
210
$3,348
146
$3,406
Needed Weekly $4,200

Worship Assistants for March
Ushers
Early
Paul Schuler
David Veros
Ellie DeFilippo
Harold Gardner

Late
Michael DeWitt
Sue DeWitt
Daniel Ives
Clifford Nowicki

Acolytes
6
13
20
27

Early
Samantha Wild
Mackenzie Mertz
Riley Streit
Victoria Wiild
Josie Wild
Adam Dulski
Samantha Wild

Late
Marcus Appleby
Anna Jegierski
Paige Jegierski
Becky Kron
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Haley Tyburski
Ali Reiner
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill

Communion Set–up
6
13
20
27

Elli DeFilippo
Charlie Turner
Barb Sims
Mark and Jody Reddy
Paul and Beth Quenzler
Marci Mason

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
6 Annette Fitscher
13 Lorraine Zink
20 Diane Lechowicz
27 Elli Donnelly
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Call the Church office if you would
like to help at the church in any of these or our many other
ministries.

March Wedding Anniversaries
March 10
March 30

49 years – Diana and James Macken
43 years – Patricia and William Aquila

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

In Sympathy
Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family of Edward Stephen,
father of Kathy Wild, grandfather of Jennifer, John, Wilson, Lauren
and Paul who died on February 9th.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Lee Crafferty and Charles
Chauncey at the death of their brother, Eddie.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Diane Lechowicz on the death
of her father, Raymond Bott, His service was held in PA February 12.

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
I would like to thank everyone for their cards and
prayers. Thankfully it was a Mild Heart attack and the
Gall bladder will be removed the 16th due to issues with
that. Bless you all Robin

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your memorial
brick(s) in memory of your loved ones.
Order forms are available
at the Church.
Have Questions? Call the Church office

March Birthdays
1 Sarah Maciejewski
1 Rachel Turner
2 Jonathan Reddy
2 Nicole Regan
2 Erik Seitz
2 Steven Vona
3 Patrick Bowen
3 Vivian Check
3 Elaine Deazley
3 Jason Macken
3 Thomas Jr Seagrave
3 Amanda Nowakowski
4 James Frey
4 Sara Myers
5 Virginia Chauncey
6 Brian Kohl
6 Wilson Wild
7 Ann Anderson
7 Thomas Butlak
7 Jason Peebles
7 Mark Reddy
7 Hailey Rospierski
8 Tammie Hinsken
8 Jeffrey Myers
8 Rebecca Myers
8 David Snyder
10 Patricia Ball
10 Kenneth Baran
10 Christine Finch
10 Mark Pruitt
11 Jonathan Eggert
11 Carley Kwietniak
12 Richard Tyburski
12 Robert Koch
12 Joan Wilczak
13 Richard Becker
13 Jeanne Seitz
13 Craig Striewing
14 Richard Pache
14 Carol Reiner

14 Bethany Stevenson
15 Samantha Lemke
16 Jean Syracuse
16 Samantha Wild
17 Maycee Reddy
18 Lucinda Muench
18 Carrie Peters
18 Millie Williams
19 Barbara Appleby
19 Albert Jr. Stutzman
20 Elaine Grant
20 Katherine Hofmeier
22 Cheryl Fallon
22 Jared Lemke
23 Nicolas Cieszki
23 Lisa Lafornara
24 Paul Pautler
25 Thelma Dabb
25 James Green
25 Eric Hinsken
26 Eric Cieszki
26 Ellana Cooper
27 Aaron Golding
27 Blake Warchocki
27 David Wilckens
28 Brandon Cole
28 June Smith
29 Kaden Bonning
29 Nicholas Butlak
29 Zachery Jasinski
29 Collin Mandris
30 Cynthia Striegel
31 Diane Luderman
Did we miss your
birthday? If so, let us
know at the Church
office.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace
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