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The beauty of growing old
“How beautifully leaves grow old,” wrote 19thcentury essayist John Burroughs. “How full of light
and color are their last days.”
Society doesn’t think highly of old age. Beauty
products tout the supposed virtues of maintaining a
youthful appearance. Older adults’ wisdom, born of much
life experience, is often disparaged, ignored or not sought.
But God says this about the righteous, whose lives are rooted
in him: “In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full
of sap, showing that the LORD is upright” (Psalm 92:14-15, NRSV).
The aging leaves of autumn can prompt us to look for beauty in the
seniors among us, to notice the light and color that still abound. From all
the fruit they still produce — service, prayer, love — may we learn about
living faithfully until our own last days.
—Heidi Mann

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Most of you that attend church regularly know that we usually
have 3 readings from the Bible as part of the worship service. We
also usually have a Psalm read responsively between our reader
and the congregation. Maybe you have wondered where these
readings come from. Most of the time we follow what is called the
lectionary. It is a cycle of 3 years of readings that seeks to include
important readings from all parts of the Bible. The lectionary can be
a blessing, helping us look at challenging words and stories found in
scripture. It can be challenging because sometimes there are great
stories that have been left out of the 3 year cycle. I try to include
some of them in our summer worship.
This month’s book of the Bible is Hebrews found in the New
Testament. The second lessons this month will come from this
book, so I thought it might be great for us to read the entire book this
month and see what is left out. Hebrews can be challenging to read,
its sophisticated language can intimidate and confuse. Hebrews is
not a letter addressed to anyone, it seems to be more of a long
sermon or a “word of exhortation.”
Hebrews was written to a community of faith that was
beginning to drift away from their faith. The book is written in the
hopes to get them back on track and focused on their faith. It’s not
unlike the problems we face today in our world.
My favorite verse in this book is Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
A few years ago one of our Lenten Wednesday worship took
readings from this section and talked about the examples of faithful
people we have lifted up in this book.
Don’t give up on this book if it gets challenging, and of
course, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!
Happy reading!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

September has been a great start to the Sunday School year!
Thank you to the teachers & youth that made Rally Sunday a huge
success.

Special Sundays: Halloween Sunday.
This month our Special Sunday will be on October
25. You can wear your Halloween costume to
Sunday School.

Confirmation Sunday: Confirmation will be held for our 9th graders
who have completed the requirements on Sunday, October 25 at
late service. Please join us at 10am for a coffee hour in their honor.

Our Town Line Lutheran Youth group
present
“BEAUTY AND THE BEAST”
Friday Nov 6th @ 7pm &
Saturday Nov 7th @ 3:00 & 7:00 PM.
Be sure to see any youth or Kate Snyder for tickets.
It’s a fun family event with no violence just silliness! Our
youth will give a special performance to our friends
@ Greenfields Nov 1st!

Bring your friends to Sunday School!
.

Tuesday, October 13th at 12:30 pm here at
the Church. Come join us for Bible Study
and friendly conversation. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All Women of Town Line are invited.

The QUILTERS , with a record number of
ladies, are off and tying up a storm –
guaranteeing another very productive season.
Thank you for your continued donations of
materials--they are very much appreciated! We
will continue to meet every other Monday (10/12, 10/26, 11/9, etc.)
from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm. Come join us (or come visit and
see what we do) -- bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and
conversation. Any non-weather-related changes to our schedule will
be placed in the Sunday bulletin. If you have any questions, please
call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers… You can join the
Town Line book club at any time. We meet the 3 rd
Monday of every month at the Church. Just read
the book and join us for lively conversation on the
book.
October “Absolutely True Diary of a Part time Indian” Sherman Alexie
November “Devil In the White city” Erik Larson
December “The Christmas letters” by Lee smith
January “Galileo’s Daughter” Dava Sobel
February “Bel Canto” Ann Patchett

Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
bellgoddess_2000@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any
questions

Bible Study: The Gospel of Mark
Wednesdays 10am Join us for an 8 week
journey through the Gospel of Mark. The
class will run through October 28.

Annual Congregational meeting
Sunday, October 18 - 12:15 pm
The Annual Congregational meeting of the Town Line Lutheran
Church will be held on Sunday, October 18 at 12:15 pm in the
fellowship hall. Reports of all organizations; Nomination committee,
and the budget will be on the agenda. Also the new boiler will be
discussed and voted on. Approximately it will cost $18,000. Please
attend and vote on this important issue. You can give a donation to
the Boiler fund by designating to “Boiler fund”
We need you! Would you like to serve God and help guide your
church into the future? We need you for Church Council. If you are
interested please speak to John Wild or call the Church office.
REMINDER: All year-end reports
from our Committees, Organizations
and treasurers are due in the Church
office October 5 for printing in the Annual report.

All Saints Remembrance: Sunday, November 1
If you have lost a loved one in this last year and
would like them remembered on All Saints Sunday
during worship, please call or email the church
office with your loved ones name and what
worship service you will attend by October 26.
Their name will be read during worship and a
white rose will be placed in the baptismal font in
their honor. Someone must be present during
worship to receive the rose to take home as a
remembrance. Your loved one does not have to
have been a member of Town Line, this is open to anyone who has
lost a loved one since last November.

YOUTH NEWS…
Fairy Tale Theater rehearsals continue on Sundays with
lunch @ noon (bring your own) followed by rehearsal @
12:30-2:30 except Oct 18th -we rehearse approximately
1:30-3:30. (we will rehearse following the congregational
meeting)-feel free to bring a lunch if you would like to stay through
after worship)
Fairy Tale will have an overnight event Oct 23rd @
7:00 PM-8:00 AM. We will work hard to
fine tune our fairy tale performance &
create any needed props or sets and select
costumes as well as devotions and team
building and snacks.
Our Town Line Lutheran Youth group will
present, “BEAUTY AND THE BEAST” on Friday
Nov 6th @ 7:00 & Saturday Nov 7th @ 3:00 &
7:00 PM. Be sure to see any youth or Kate
Snyder for tickets. It’s a fun family event with no violence just
silliness! Our youth will give a special performance to our friends @
Greenfields Nov 1st!
Overnight lock-in @ LASERTRON October 10th 12:30 AM-7:30
AM $40 per youth (sibling discounts available) have your
registration form & money in to Kate no later than Sept 27th!
”Kids in Christ” our youth group for grades 3-6
will have a reverse trick or treat event Sunday
October 25th 12:00-2:30. Dress up in your
favorite costume & we will bring a special treat
to our home bound members of our congregation as well as snacks
& games. Bring your own lunch to eat! If you have any questions
please feel free to call Kate Snyder 668-5610

All of our musical groups
are in need of more
volunteers! Please speak
with Kate Snyder
668-5610
Or come try us out….
Chancel Choir
Wednesdays @ 7:30 PM

Bell Choir the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays @ 6:15 PM

And for our
kids

Creation Youth Choir
grades 3-12 Sundays @ noon

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL WALKWAY
The Memorial Walkway
dedication was well attended.
Buy your Bricks anytime.
Forms are available in the
Church gathering space.
Servant Opportunity – Ronald McDonald House
We’re cooking for kids again at the Ronald
McDonald House! We’re looking for 5 or 6 people
who can help cook a meal on Thursday, October
29th and we especially need someone who can
bring the food from the church to the Ronald
McDonald House in Buffalo. Suggestions for a
good meal are always appreciated. Cooks plan a meal for 15 to 20
people, shop for and prepare food and set it out for the residents.
That’s all there is to it. We don’t even have to wash dishes! We’ll
plan to arrive at the house by 4:30 and should be done and ready to
head home by 6:00.
If you can help on that day, please call Sue DeWitt at 937-3453
or email mikesuedewitt@verizon.net.

Volunteer at a Soup Kitchen!

We are looking for 8-10
people to help us serve people in need at St. Vincent de Paul's
soup kitchen on the last Saturday of each month from 9:30-12:30.
Contact Edie Sims (716-207-0390) to sign up.

Tales from the Soup Kitchen
For those that might be giving thought about volunteering at St Vincent’s and are
wondering what goes on……
First thing to say. It’s safe!
There is a security person in the lunch room at all times. There is also off street parking.
Practically every person I have ever served lunch to has flashed me a smile and said
thanks. The people that visit St Vincent’s are not going to risk being barred as a result of
bad behavior. If you are uneasy about being on the floor serving lunches, you can work
behind the desert counter or behind the counter preparing the lunch plates. There is really
nothing to be afraid of.
What do you do?
For the first 90 minutes or so, we do prep work. Setting up the tables, getting the deserts
ready, helping with prep for a meal, organizing the food pantry shelves. We then gather
for a prayer and then the clients are let in starting at 11:00. Each client will go and sit at a
table and raise their hand containing a chip they are given. You take their chip and escort
them to the desert counter where they will point a desert they would like. You then tell
them that you will meet them back at their table. A volunteer will place the desert on your
tray. You will then walk over to where the lunches are handed out. Volunteers will have
the lunch plates already made up and you simply pick up a plate and place it on your tray.
You then walk over to your client and place their plate and desert on the table in from of
them. That’s it. You then just look for the next hand that is raised and repeat the process.
Lunch is severed until 12:30. After that it’s a quick cleanup of the lunch room and your
morning is done.
Things we have seen
Every time I help at St Vincent’s I am humbled in a new way and it stays with me for a
long long time. Here are a few of the stories to share with you:
Man #1:
After I brought this one man his lunch, I went and stood against the wall waiting to serve
the next person. Well, I happened to look over at this man I had just served. Amid all the
noise, people coming, people going….. I saw him close his eyes, bow his head, and pray.
And he prayed for a long time. And as I stood there, I though how amazing a sight this is.
This man, in a soup kitchen, giving thanks for what he received.
Man #2:
The woman that runs this soup kitchen told us that for some of these people, this is their
only meal of the day. And for this one man, I suppose that was the case. He was wolfing
his food down. As part of lunch, each person was given a snack size bag of potato chips.
This man was either so hungry, or liked potato chips so much, he was using both hands
to eat with. He couldn’t put the chips in his mouth fast enough. Apparently we were not
the only ones that noticed. A man eating at another table must have noticed too.

Taking his own bag, he got up, walked over to this man, and without ever saying a word
he gave him his bag of chips, and then walked back to his table. Once again, how
amazing a sight to see.
Woman #1: Towards the end of lunch this woman came into the cafeteria. She raises her
hand and I go and greet her. I ask her
to follow me to the desserts. She stops dead in her tracks and just starts to cry and grabs
her stomach. She tells me she is so hungry she does have time to go and pick a desert
out. She asks if I could just please get her a lunch as soon as I can. I do as she wishes.
After she is done eating, she comes up to me. And she begs, and I mean begs if I could
give her a second meal in a bag that she can take with her. I tell her we were told this
isn’t allowed. And she starts to cry again. I go up to the woman who runs the soup kitchen
and ask if we could make an exception and she agrees. And I hand this women a second
meal to take with her and she thanks me. By the way, this second helping she so
desperately begged and cried for…….it was a piece of bologna and two slices of bread.
Woman #2: One of the ladies from our church makes homemade soap. One day she
brought a whole box of soap bars for people to take if needed. I happen to be walking by
where they were laid out and I saw this one woman pick two up. I heard her say out loud
“Wow, soap, how great!”. And I tell you she held them two bars of soap like they were
bars of gold. You almost had to see this in person to have the scene sink in.
Woman #3. Our community garden has donated some of our produce to St Vincent’s.
One Saturday we laid the produce out on this table next to where the desserts were. As I
was waiting to get a dessert for a person, this women came up to the where the
vegetables were. She picked up a small bag of green beans. She looked at me and said
“Usually we get moldy old bread to take home. But fresh vegetables. Oh My God this is
wonderful!!!! . I can’t believe it!!! Fresh green beans”. I need to tell you all something.
The excitement and joy I saw in this woman, I have seen this same exact thing in the
past. It’s when my kids where young and they came downstairs Christmas morning and
saw all their presents. This is exactly how this women looked and acted. All over a small
sandwich bag of green beans.
If you have never volunteered doing something like this, I recommend it. It stays with you
a long time and really puts things in perspective….and along the way you may learn a
lesson or two.
If you are looking to be humbled, St Vincent’s is the place.
Gods Peace,
Rick Krueger

Town Line Lutheran to take part in National Night Out
Come on out and support TLLC and your Community

Lutheran Charities Harvest of Wine and Craft Beer
Saturday October 17, 2015, 7:00 p.m.


Bring your sense of adventure for an evening of wine and
craft-beer tastings, food pairings and fun!



Appetizers, dessert bar and soft drinks included.



Basket raffles, silent auctions, contests and prizes!



Live jazz by Trio Payazzo.
St. John's Lutheran Church
6540 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Tickets: $45 per person. Includes commemorative glass, wine, beer,
soft drinks and food tastings.

Click below to register or call Lutheran Charities at (716) 632-2623.

Thank You

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you to all who stepped up and helped keep our gardens
and our lawns looking nice this summer.
Thank you to all who help with the Funeral luncheons. Without you
we could not provide this wonderful service to grieving families.
Thank you to the volunteers who help out at St. Vincent de Paul
Soup kitchen and to those who volunteer and help at Ronald
McDonald House.
Thank you for the basket donation benefiting the 18th Annual
Lutheran Charities Gold classic.
I wish to thank whoever is in charge of sending me the beautiful
flowers and to Ellie Donnelly for delivering. Thank you for your
prayers also. Shirley Sitzman
Thank you to Ellie Donnelly for bringing me the beautiful flowers
from the Church altar. Deeply appreciated. Millie Williams.
Thank you to Pastor Serena for her visits and to everyone who send
prayers and cards during my illness. Helen Arndt
Thank you to our youth for putting on a wonderful Youth Sunday.
Thank you to our council members for attending monthly meetings
and tending to our needs at Town Line Lutheran.

Vitality Survey Update:
Due to a staff transition in the Upstate NY Synod office, the results
from the Vitality survey we took as a congregation in May are
delayed. Once the results are in we will share them with you.
Thank you for your patience.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to
church any Sunday. There is a blue box located in the
Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change of
address or phone
number, please email
the Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Church Council 2014-2015
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Benevolence Treasurer
Trustees:

Deacons:
Member

John Wild
Mark Casell
Elli DeFilippo
Patty Zehler
Michael Dewitt
Barbara Sims
Robin Gilbert
Rick Krueger
Craig Sims
Harry Mandris
Janet Klein
Jamie Klein

716-937-8894
716-983-2468
716-937-7953
716-684-5535
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-810-2719
716-937-9533
716-491-1911
716-937-0322
716-870-5109

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild Phone: 937-8894
Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Charles Biegner Jr.
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
September 6
September 13
September 20

Attendance
Offerings
92
$3,616
171
$5,829
147
$3,388
Needed Weekly $4,523

Worship Assistants for October
Ushers
Early Service
Jim Wilckens
Chris Whittingham
Charlie Turner
Jim Heinrich

Late Service
Ronald Peebles
Harold Bowen
Richard Noel
Mark Casell

Acolytes
Date
4
11
18
25

8:30 am
Chris Klein
Samantha Wild
Mackenzie Mertz
Adam Dulski
Victoria Wild
Riley Streit
Josie Wild

11:00 am
Haley Tyburski
Tony Muscoreil
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Ali Reiner
Taylor Tyburski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Paige Jegierski
Justin Mason

Communion Set –Up
4
11
18
25

Paul and Beth Quenzler
Mark and Jody Reddy
Lois Stutzman
Marci Mason

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
4 Elli Donnelly
11 Annette Fitscher
18 Lorraine Zink
25 Diane Lechowicz
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
Call the Church office if you would
like to help at the church in any of
these or our many ministries.

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
October 4
35 years Diane and Michael Randall
October 6
55 years Annette and Ronald Fitscher
October 18 57 years Joanne and Paul Pautler
October 18 40 years Deborah and Kenneth Peebles
Did we miss your Special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the church office

Death
Called to the Church Triumphant on September 7 was our member,
Russell Holtz. A Funeral service was held on September 11 at
Town Line Lutheran Church. Our sincere sympathy is extended to
his family and friends.

In Sympathy
Our Sincere sympathy is extended to Ruth Sagerman and family at
the death of her grandson, Christopher Risotto.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Arlene Krueger and family at
the death of her son, Karl Krueger.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Howard and Joan Randall and
family at the death of their daughter, Debra R. King.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Elli Donnelly and family at the
death of her brother, Frank Yax, Jr.

Memorials
To the Memorial fund in memory of Mark Luderman
by Martha Wild Marlar
To the General fund in memory of Karl Krueger
By Barb Appleby

We welcome our new members
Welcome to our new members:
Lorenzo Muscoreil and Heidi Wild.
They have joined the Town Line Lutheran membership
and we ask God’s blessing for them both.

October
Birthdays
1 Joseph Enser
1 Matthew Lechowicz
1 William Staley
2 Melanie Brice
2 Craig Donnelly
2 Eric Stutzman II
3 William Aquila
3 Cassidy Bauer
3 Stephen Blood
3 Kathy Lee
3 Paul Luderman
3 Joyce Noel
3 Darlene Smith
4 Nathan Sobieraj
4 E. Werner Weinreich
5 Michael Brice
5 Vincent Muscoreil
5 Allie Space
6 Evelyn Kendall
7 Carter Golding
8 Saskia Armitage
8 Heather Czajka
8 Nicole Peters
8 Corey Sweeney
9 David Peebles
10 Timothy Kosmowski
10 Connor Streit
10 Keeley Stutzman
12 Gabe Bauer
12 Lindsay Gray
12 Rebecca Gray
12 Emily Voss
12 Denise Wozniak
13 Mark Heberlein
13 Ronald Kratzke
14 Keith Morgan

15 James Kosmowski
15 Mark Kratzke
15 Beatrice Paschke
16 Shawn Witucki
17 Alison Helms
17 Emma Krueger
17 Owen Krueger
19 Kathleen Cooper
19 Kelsey Eggert
19 Jackson Frey
21 Pat Karcher
22 Dale Green
22 Melissa Nowicki
23 Julianna Muscoreil
23 Jody Reddy
24 Michael Enser
24Leah Macken
24Luke Sobieraj
24 Eric Vona
25Margo Dombrowski
25Barbara Whitmarsh
25Clara Witucki
26Jeweliet Phillips
26 Karssen Bonning
27Victoria Kramer
27Laura Kratzke
28Eliza Muench
28Lauren Stashak
28 Piper Manchester
29Deborah Schlabach
30Nancy Martin
31Benjamin Kron
31Lois E. Stutzman
Did we miss your birthday?
If so, please let us know at
the church office, 684-1467
or email Townlinetllc@aol.com

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1159 Town Line Road
Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace

Church office: 716-684-1467
Church Fax: 716-683-1664
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Email - Townlinetllc@aol.com
Church Website: www.Townlinelutheran.com

The 1970’s Rock
Musical

Music & Lyrics
By
Steven Schwartz

1159 Town Line Rd, Alden NY 14004
We are looking for
both cast and crew!

(716) 913-3584
arlynnknauff@gmail.c

