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March 2015
Our Mission
“Called to Be a Servant Community”

Many congregations enjoy gathering for potluck dinners — meals
largely unplanned, when people bring food to share. Usually, the
main dishes, salads and desserts balance out. The fun is the
variety mixing together on a plate and the surprise factor of
what’s contributed.
Churches and communities — even families — are potlucks of a
sort, too. When groups assemble, each person contributes
something unique and sometimes unexpected. When all is mixed
together, the whole is truly greater than the sum of the parts. A
beautiful balance often results: One is a good singer, the other
writes well; some are strong leaders, others dependable team
members; some are traditional, others innovative. Together, it’s
delicious!
Potlucks are sometimes called covered-dish dinners. But don’t
keep your gifts “covered”! Share them because you’re a valued
part of the whole.

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
In this season we just entered called Lent, many times
people will give up things. I have also heard of people trying new
things for Lent. So if you have not picked something to give up or
try for Lent, I have a suggestion for you. Join us this month in
reading the book of the Bible I am introducing. Instead of giving
up something for Lent, add something new to your daily life.
For this month I have picked a book in the Bible that has
31 chapters, and the month of March has 31 days. That makes it
easy for you if you want to add reading the Bible every day as
something you are adding to your life for Lent.
This month’s book begins with a little boy and ends with
the death of a king. The little boy is not the king, he is a prophet
named Samuel. His mother struggled with infertility and finally
when her son, Samuel is born, after he is weaned she dedicates
him to the Lord. Can you imagine doing something like that?
How hard it must have been for her to give him up at such a
young age.
Samuel then becomes a prophet and God guides him and
God’s people through a tough journey: one where they raise up a
king. It’s not the king you might think. The first king of Israel was
not David, but Saul. This book describes why Saul became king
and why Saul didn’t stay king. We then get introduced to David
and discover why he is worthy to be king.
There might be familiar stories you will find in here. The
story of David and Goliath is found in here. The story of how God
was calling young Samuel and Samuel didn’t recognize God’s
voice. But there are section that might confuse you, parts that
may not make sense because they happened in such a different
world. Don’t let that stop you, keep reading and don’t give up.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Happy
reading!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School News
"March Madness" Watch for details in your children’s class.

3rd Grade Bibles: On Sunday

March 8th our 3 Graders will receive
their own Bibles with their families.
To be a part of the Bible presentation,
parent and students must attend a
special Sunday school meeting on
Sunday, March 1st at 9:45 am in the
Fellowship Hall.

Vacation Bible School is
coming, we need you!
Everest: Conquering
challenges with God's Mighty
Power is coming to Town Line
Sunday June 28-July 2 from
5:30-8pm.
We need volunteers of all ages to help! (6th grade and up).
Please see Pastor Serena for a volunteer form or call the church
office.

Shrine Circus!
You are invited to join us as we go to
see the Shrine Circus on Saturday,
March 14th at 2:30pm. Tickets are $6
and you must pay and reserve your
ticket by Sunday, March 1. Children
under 2 who sit in your lap are free.
Please call or email the church office to reserve your tickets.

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
Lots of fun activities will be taking place in Nursery school this
month. March 3 we will have a class picture taken along with
individual portraits. We are very pleased that Ron Peebles has
agreed to do our pictures again this year.
On March 12 Pringles the clown will be at school
topping off our Circus Unit with her magic tricks.
On March 17 we will be making Leprechaun planters and put
together St. Patrick’s Day bonnets for the girls and shamrock ties
for the boys.
We will celebrate the coming of Spring by making
paper robins.
Later in the month we will be making Easter baskets for our April
2nd Easter Party.
One of the Children’s favorite activities is the coloring of Easter
Eggs. We will do that on March 31.
Easter Vacation is scheduled for April 6 – 10.
Please keep saving Campbells proof of purchase seals,
redeemable pop cans and bottles and newspapers, shredded
papers and catalogs for us. The redeemable cans and bottles
may be brought to the Gathering Space and put in the large
cardboard box or they may be dropped off at the Can Can
Redemption Center on Broadway in Alden. Just mention that the
money should be credited to Town Line Nursery School. Thank
you for your help!

Naomi Circle will meet on March 10 at
12:30 pm. Come join us for Bible study and
friendly conversations. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All woman of Town Line are invited!

The QUILTERS -- will meet every other Monday during March
(2, 16, 30, then April 13, etc.) from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm.
Bring your lunch and enjoy good fellowship and
conversation. Please consider joining us as we
continue our service to those in our community and
surrounding area who are less fortunate. If you
have any questions, please call Lois Stutzman at
683-2782.
The Quilters are looking for anyone who would be
interested in helping us (at their own home if that
would be more convenient) cutting provided material into squares
for making into quilts; and/or sewing squares together into strips
to make the quilt tops, or possibly sewing around the edges of
quilts to finish them. We will gladly show you how it’s done.
Please call Lois at 683-2782 for more information.

Town Line Book Club
Calling all readers! You can join the Town Line book
club at any time. We meet the 3rd Monday of every
month at the church. Just read the book and join us
for conversation on the book and faith and a fun
evening.
March:
“The Shell Seekers” Rosamund Pilcher
April:
“Murder on the Orient Express" Agatha Christie
May:
“The Aviator's wife” Melanie Benjamin
June:
“In Thin Air" Jon Krakauer
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at: jcdickinson66@yahoo.com or
call 681-3966 with any questions’

Book Club Ladies Retreat: Saturday April 11. The book club will host
our 2nd annual one day retreat, more info to come in the newsletter
and bulletin.

There will be a community celebration of
“World Day of Prayer
March 6, 2015 - 1pm
Alden Presbyterian Church
All are welcome

Jesus Said “Do You Understand
What I have done for you?”
Written by the women of the Bahamas

Please contact Barb Sims 683-3134 or Elli Donnelly 864-3004
for further information.

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your
memorial brick(s) in memory
of your loved ones.
Order forms are available
at the Church.
Have Questions? Call the Church office
Memorial Walkway dedication planned for Spring.

In May we will be
collecting for the
Alden Animal Pantry, a
ministry of St. Aidans.
More info to come next
month.

YOUTH NEWS…
Thanks to everyone who donated food, cooked & helped set up
& clean- up for our Valentine Brunch! It was a lot of good food
and good fun. Thanks especially to Holly
Uebelhoer who did an amazing job with all the cooking and
preparation!
ARE YOU TIRED OF THE WINTER???
Well come on out for a chance to get away from it all!
Enjoy our…
CABIN FEVER RELIEVER!!!
Sunday, March 8th 12:00-3:00.
Enjoy a warm yummy lunch followed by the movie “Big Hero 6”
Followed by games, bowling, foosball etc….
Forget about the long winter & enjoy good food, fellowship & may a little
Sonshine!
TLLC YOUTH will be having their Easter plant sale beginning
Feb 22nd and the first three weeks of March! Get your order in
now with your dedication for the bulletin. Help to bring the fresh
look of spring into our sanctuary for Easter & support our youth!
Organic Youth presents… “LOST AND FOUND” in concert
March 27th @ 7:00 PM @ Parkside Lutheran Church
Don’t miss an opportunity to hear this
fantastic Christian band for their final tour!
Donations will benefit the

“Walk for Water” project,
helping make clean water wells a reality!
Be sure to check out the youth bulletin board in the Gathering space right
outside the sanctuary for sign-ups & all up-coming youth events! Any
questions speak to
or call Kate Snyder 668-5610 All kids grades 6-12 always welcome!

Mid-Week Lenten Worship
Wednesdays at 10:00 am
“By Faith”
What is faith? The text from Hebrews 11:1 defines it in this way:
"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen." This series focuses on the book of Hebrews,
especially the eleventh chapter. The first four weeks provide a
journey through the faith of the Old Testament figures, especially
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and the Israelites. The fifth week brings
us to Jesus, "the perfecter of our faith," and his path to the cross.
Following worship a light lunch of soup will be provided.
Please join us!

Sundays during Lent the theme will be “Wake up Call” starting

March 1st. Come to worship and hear stories about people who
have experienced a wake up call from God.

“Wake up Call" special Lent offering. During the month of
March we will be collecting money and items below for St. Luke’s
Mission of Mercy. Find out more about St. Luke's via their website:
stlukesmissionofmercy.org

Donate Over-the-counter medicines to help people in need!
During the month of March we are collecting items to help St. Luke's
mission of Mercy, an organization that seeks to help those in need in our
region. Bring them with you to worship and put them at the foot of the
cross in the sanctuary in the donation box. Money donations are always
welcome, please mark in an offering envelope St Luke's. Here is a list of
ideas to bring:
 Cough Medicine like Robitussin, Vicks Formula 44, Delsym,
Musinex, etc.
 Cough drops and throat lozenges, etc.
 Pain and Fever Reducers like Advil, Motrin, Tylenol, etc.
 Benadryl
 Ibuprofen like Advil,Motrin, etc.
 Cold / Flu Medicines like Dimetap, Tylenol, Day/NightQuil, etc.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Worship
March 29th
Monday, March 30: Plant dedications due at the Church office

Maundy Thursday Worship
Good Friday Worship

April 2 at 7:00 pm
April 3

10:00 am and 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 4 - Plants to church by 10 am
Decorate for Easter Sunday: If you would like to help decorate the
sanctuary for Easter, please join the worship and music committee
@ 10am

Easter Sunday
Sunrise worship – 6:00 am
Continental breakfast
following

Celebration Worship: 8:30 and 11:00 am
with Holy Communion

Plant Dedications for Easter
We will be decorating the church with plants on
Easter. If you would like to place plants on our
chancel for Easter, please have them here by
Saturday, April 19 at 10 am. Use the sheet found
in the gathering space for your dedications or
memorials or email/call the Church office by
Monday, March 30. These dedications are put
into the Easter Sunday bulletins.
If you order your plant from the youth, please fill in a sheet with
dedication/Memorial. Thanks.

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, March 29, 2015 at
12:30pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
Benefit for the replacement of a much needed boiler.
We will be offering a tasting of Congregational
members favorite recipes. Voting will be on your
favorite dish in each category;
appetizers, entrees and desserts.
A coffee bar will be available.
Come Join us for a fun “filling” day
as we taste Town Line’s favorites!
Tickets are available presale
$10 Adult; $5 for children 5-12 and free under 5
See form to register below

& Basket Raffle
Sunday, March 29, 2015 at 12:30pm
Town Line Lutheran fellowship hall
Benefit for the replacement of a much needed boiler.
Have a favorite recipe? Share it at the Taste of Town
Line ! Make your favorite dish and enter it. Appetizer,
entrée or dessert. Attendees will be able to taste each
dish and then vote for their favorites in each category.
Each person attending will receive a small taste. Tasting cups will be provided.

- - - - - - - - - Please cut off bottom and return - - - - - - - Taste of Town Line
Name ___________________________
Name of Dish _____________________
Phone number ______________
Category: (check one)
Appetizer

Entrée

Dessert

I will gladly donate a Gift Basket for the Raffle
Gift basket donations may be delivered to the Church anytime Tuesday–Thursday
between 10am – 2pm, Sunday mornings or we can arrange for pick up.

Sunday Morning Adult discussion Group starts new topic
A new series of Town Line’s Sunday morning adult discussion
group starts March 1st at 9:45am. The topic is “Why is grace so
amazing?” centering on passages from Acts and Paul’s letters.
We’ll be talking about whether God can really change
someone who doesn’t want to be changed, can I be good
enough to please God, how can I get through life’s hard times
and why should I praise God when my life is hard, among other
life and faith issues.
This is not the usual Bible study. There are no lectures, no
worksheets, and no black and white answers. Instead, like
Jesus did with His followers, we’ll be asking each other and
ourselves questions, seeking to understand and grow in our faith
in a non-judgmental atmosphere.
This group is open to all who want to dig deeper into their own
beliefs, learn from and teach one another. We’re a small group
but we’ve had some lively discussions and we’d really like a few
more people to join us and offer their perspectives. Whether
you’re a young adult just starting your journey, a parent dropping
your kids off for Sunday school or someone with years of
experience who has “been there and done that”, we’d love for
you to come and share with us.
There are 13 topics in this series. We hope to explore half of
them by the end of May and resume in September. If you can’t
make it every week, that’s okay. Come when you can.
Any questions? Contact Sue DeWitt at 937-3453 or
mikesuedewitt@verizon.net.
Rediscovering the book of Faith:
A 3 week adult forum.
Sunday evenings at 6pm starting April
12 and Wednesday mornings at 10am
starting April 15. Come and learn more
about the Bible: We will explore where
the Bible came from, how it was put together, and the special
contributions the reformation made to the understanding scripture.
Coming in May: James, a 4 week Bible study
Wednesdays at 10am beginning May 6.

Music notes…
Chancel Choir -Rehearsals are Wednesday
evenings @ 7:30 pm
We sing on Sunday morning @ 8:30 am
Bell Choir – Rehearsals are the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm
We play one Sunday a month

Creation Youth Choir- Rehearsals are
Sundays @ noon

Classic & Family Worship
Returns on Sunday, March 22, 2015
8:30 am will be a Classic Worship
We will bring back some traditions from our past.

11:00 am will be a Family Worship
We will have hands on worship experience,

The Town Line Lutheran
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to
receive your newsletter electronically. The church
email is townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of
the newsletter will be available for you to take
home the last Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
If none of the above work we can mail it to your home

If you have a
change of
address or
phone number,
please email the
Church and let
us know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have
your email added so we can contact you in this way,
please email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on facebook!
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather please
check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church closings.
(not TLC)
BEWARE! Please use caution when during the winter
months in the parking lot, near the paper box and on the
sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Worship Assistants for March
Ushers
Early
Bryce Blair
Jeweliet Phillips
Janet Klein
Jamie Klein
Chris Klein

Late
Larry Turner
David BAehre
Mark Reddy
Marcie Mason
Justin Mason

Acolytes
1
8
15
22
29

Early
Victoria Wild
Erin Bliemeister
Riley Streit
Samantha Wild
Erin Bliemeister
Josie Wild
Roger Hofmeier
Victoria Wild
Adam Dulski
Samantha Wild

Late
Becky Kron
Anna Jegierski
Paige Jegierski
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Ali Reiner
Taylor Tyburski
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Anna Jegierski
Tony Muscoreil

Communion Set–up
1
8
15
22
29

Robin Gilbert
Charlie Turner
Elli DeFilippo
Mark and Jody Reddy
Lois Stutzman
Tricia Phillips

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
1
8
15
22
29

Elli Donnelly
Annette Fitscher
Lorraine Zink
Diane Lechowicz
Elli Donnelly

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Call the Church office if you
would like to help at the church in any of these or our many other
ministries.

Church Council 2014-2015
President
John Wild
Vice President
Mark Casell
Secretary
Elli DeFilippo
Treasurer
Patty Zehler
Financial Secretary
Michael Dewitt
Benevolence Treasurer Barbara Sims
Trustees:
Robin Gilbert
Rick Krueger
Craig Sims
Deacons:
Harry Mandris
Janet Klein
Music and Worship:
Edie Sims

716-937-8894
716-983-2468
716-937-7953
716-684-5535
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-810-2719
716-937-9533
716-491-1911
716-937-0322
716-870-5109
716-207-0390

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild Phone: 937-8894
Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Charles Biegner Jr.
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610
Nursery School: Lois Stutzman

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
February 1
February 8
February 15

Attendance
111
149
93

Offerings
$3,792
$4,032
$1,197

Needed Weekly $4,523

March Wedding Anniversaries
48 years – Diana and James Macken
42 years – Patricia and William Aquila

March 10
March 30

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

Baptism
1/25/2015 Lucas Michael, son of Michael and Jillian Cichon

Wedding
12/29/2014 George Arnott and Cao Ziyun

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
We want to thank you for your recent donations, and let you
know how much we rely on your contribution, thoughtfulness and
generosity to operate our home. Thank you to the volunteers
that made and served the delicious Roast Beef sandwich dinner.
The Ronald McDonald House

Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner
Sunday, March 15th.
Watch the bulletins for more details.

Sunday, March 8th
Daylight Saving time begins

March Birthdays
1 Sarah Maciejewski
1 Rachel Turner
2 Jonathan Reddy
2 Nicole Regan
2 Erik Seitz
2 Steven Vona
3 Patrick Bowen
3 Vivian Check
3 Elaine Deazley
3 Jason Macken
3 Thomas Jr Seagrave
3 Amanda Nowakowski
4 James Frey
4 Sara Myers
5 Virginia Chauncey
6 Brian Kohl
6 Wilson Wild
7 Ann Anderson
7 Thomas Butlak
7 Jason Peebles
7 Mark Reddy
7 Hailey Rospierski
8 Tammie Hinsken
8 Jeffrey Myers
8 Rebecca Myers
8 David Snyder
10 Patricia Ball
10 Kenneth Baran
10 Christine Finch
10 Mark Pruitt
11 Jonathan Eggert
11 Carley Kwietniak
12 Richard Tyburski
12 Robert Koch
12 Joan Wilczak
13 Richard Becker
13 Jeanne Seitz
13 Craig Striewing
14 Richard Pache
14 Carol Reiner

14 Bethany Stevenson
15 Samantha Lemke
16 Jean Syracuse
16 Samantha Wild
17 Maycee Reddy
18 Lucinda Muench
18 Carrie Peters
18 Millie Williams
19 Barbara Appleby
19 Albert Jr. Stutzman
20 Elaine Grant
20 Katherine Hofmeier
22 Cheryl Fallon
22 Jared Lemke
23 Nicolas Cieszki
23 Lisa Lafornara
24 Paul Pautler
25 Thelma Dabb
25 James Green
25 Eric Hinsken
26 Eric Cieszki
26 Ellana Cooper
27 Aaron Golding
27 Blake Warchocki
27 David Wilckens
27 William Bentz
28 Brandon Cole
28 June Smith
29 Kaden Bonning
29 Nicholas Butlak
29 Russell Holtz
29 Zachery Jasinski
29 Collin Mandris
30 Cynthia Striegel
31 Diane Luderman
Did we miss your
birthday? If so, let us
know at the Church
office.
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