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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
When I was about 12, my church put on a Christmas play that was
intergenerational. The story began when people in the church had discovered that
Christmas, December 25, was not Jesus’ actual birthday. They decided to cancel
Christmas until the true date of his birthday could be discovered. In the process of
changing Christmas, one of the younger characters in the play walked in and made a
profound point. “If it were my birthday and you decided not to celebrate because
you didn’t know the date, I would be sad. I don’t think it matters to Jesus if it is the
right day, I think it matters to him that we celebrate and remember him.”
And yes, if you are curious, Christmas day is not truly Jesus’ birthday. We do
not know the actual date. The date was picked hundreds of years ago because we
did not know the date and people wanted to celebrate it. Most scholars believe that
Jesus was born sometime in the summer. I hope this knowledge doesn’t bother you
and cause you to cancel your Christmas plans. There are many things we celebrate
and remember as followers of God that are not historically accurate. We celebrate
and remember not to be right about dates, but to remind us who God is and what
God has done for us.
This month’s book doesn’t have anything to do with the Christmas story, but it
is one of those books of the Bible that we are not sure who wrote. This book,
Ephesians, is one that we read from on Sundays. But scholars are not sure that Paul
wrote it, and they are not even sure that the book was written to the church in
Ephesus! Now before you decide that we need to remove this book from the Bible,
let me reassure you that it belongs there. In the ancient world it was common for
people to write letters and use another person’s name. Sometimes it was to honor
the person by using their name, other times it was to give the writing authority. It
was not meant to deceive. That is why this book, Ephesians, and many other letters
in the New Testament are still in our Bible. We may not know exactly who wrote
them, but we do know that in them we remember and celebrate Jesus.
In Ephesians as you read you will find familiar passages that remind us of what
Jesus has done for us and how we are called to be united and live in the light. This
book is only 6 chapters long, so you could focus two chapters a week or a few
sentences a day. In this busy season you should be able to find a few minutes to dive
in and enjoy this book. May this book help us all to remember who Jesus is and what
we really celebrate this time of year.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School News
Thank you to everyone who packed a box,
brought in items or donated money to
Operation Christmas Child. There will be
many children that will enjoy the holidays this
year.

Christmas caroling
for all ages
Sunday Dec 14th.
12 – 3 pm
Come be a part of the fun
with friends and family and
spread the Christmas
cheer. We begin with a
yummy lunch & then we visit our Town Line family and
warm their hearts with the sounds of Christmas. Come
and join the fun. Drivers are needed.

Sunday School Christmas pageant
“TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE”
by Rachel Olson
Sunday Dec 21st
11:00 am Worship
Christmas pageant rehearsals
Saturday Dec 13th & 20th 10:00-12:00
Alden Christmas in the Park Christmas Tree Decorating
Saturday, December 6th around the Bandstand. Your children will
make ornaments to be included on this tree. The Lighting of the
tree takes place at 5:00. Stop by and take a look!
Just a reminder for parents that cannot stay for church, there is an
Envelope Drop Box near the entrance of the coat room directly
across from the Pastor’s Office.

Nursery School News
This is a wonderful time of year to be
working with the youngsters in our
Preschool. The excitement seems to build
with each passing day as Christmas
approaches.
We will be doing a lot of seasonal projects
and activities this month including making
decorations for our classroom Christmas tree. We’ll also make and
wrap a keepsake gift for our parents.
Special events include Special Persons Day on Dec. 4 when each
child may bring one adult guest to school to take part in our morning
activities. December 16 we will have our Christmas party with a
surprise visit from Santa. December 18 we will take a field trip to the
Lancaster Opera House to see the play “The Night Before
Christmas”.
We will be on vacation from Dec. 22 through Jan. 2 with our class
resuming on Jan.6. We are accepting new registrations for the
January through May session. Anyone interested in enrolling their
preschooler should call Lois at 937-7503 or Diana at 937-8222 for
enrollment information.
Fundraiser Christmas candy will be in the gathering space for pickup on Dec. 7. Lois Stutzman or Diana Streit will be available to
assist you. Sincere thanks to everyone who ordered candy or
donated to the Nursery School; your support is greatly appreciated!
Our collection of pop bottles/cans, Campbells bar codes and
newspapers continues. Thank you so much!
A Blessed Christmas to everyone from the Nursery School!

NAOMI CIRCLE
Tuesday, December 9 at 12:30 pm at the Church. Come join
us for a Bible study and friendly conversation. Bring a bag
lunch. Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All Women of Town Line are invited

The QUILTERS -- During December we will meet on
Monday, December 1 and Monday, December 15 from about 9:15
am until 1:00 pm. (We will NOT meet on Monday, Dec. 29th.) We
will begin meeting again January 4. Bring your lunch and enjoy
good fellowship and conversation. As usual, any non-weatherrelated changes to our schedule will be placed in the Sunday
bulletin. In November we donated 25 quilts to City
Mission/Cornerstone Manor. We continue to thank all those who
have donated material for our quilts and to thank Thrivent for their
financial support which enables us to purchase
batting for the “middles” of the quilts. Please
consider joining us as we continue our service to
those in our community and surrounding area who
are less fortunate. If you have any questions,
please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Calling all Readers… You can join the
Town Line book club at any time. We meet the 3 rd
Monday of every month at the Church. Just read
the book and join us for lively conversation on the
book.
December

"Skipping Christmas" John Grissam

Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at:
jcdickinson66@yahoo.com or call 681-3966 with any questions

Bible Study: 1 John. Starting Wednesday, January 7 join us
at 10 am as we dive into the Book 1 John. We will meet for four
weeks, hope to see you there.

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS CARD
The congregational Christmas card is available in the church
gathering area for you signature.
Send your Christmas wish to friends here at Town Line.
Donations in lieu of postage will benefit the Good Samaritan Fund

MITTENS – HATS – SCARFS
We once again will be collecting for needy children.
Please drop off your donations before December 15th.
A box is located in the Church Gathering area.

Annual Alden Community
FOOD DRIVE
Accepting non –perishables and frozen turkeys
All food collected will be distributed to the Alden Food Pantry
The only food drive that food stays local.
Drop off items to Blair’s Hardware and Plumbing.
6518 Broadway, Lancaster 683-3116

We are collecting Christmas Gifts
for families
to be distributed to
children and parents
less fortunate than ourselves.
Drop them off at the Church before
December 14th
A box is located in the Church
gathering area.

Classic & Family Worship
Sunday, December 21, 2014
8:30 am will be a Classic Worship
We will bring back some traditions from our past.

11:00 am will be The Sunday School Christmas Pageant

TOWN LINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MEMORIAL WALKWAY
Now is the time to order your memorial
brick(s) in memory of your loved ones.
Order forms are available
at the Church.
Have Questions? Call the Church office
Memorial Walkway dedication planned for Spring.
Servant Opportunity – Ronald McDonald House
We’re cooking for kids again at the Ronald McDonald House!
We’re looking for 5 or 6 people who can help cook a meal on
Tuesday, December 30th and we especially need someone who
can bring the food from the church to the Ronald McDonald House
in Buffalo. Depending on the menu chosen, there may be some
prep work at church the night before. Cooks plan a meal for 15 to
20 people, shop for and prepare food and set it out for the
residents. That’s all there is to it. We don’t even have to wash
dishes! We’ll plan to arrive at the house by 4:30 and should be
done and ready to head home by 6:00. If you can help on that
day, please call Sue DeWitt at 937-3453 or email
mikesuedewitt@verizon.net.

Advent Wednesday Worship
The Gifts of Christmas.
December 3, 10, and 17 at 10:00 am (Note time change)
A gift is given freely and offered in love. In the weeks before
Christmas, we often race around finding just the right gifts for
friends and family. The season of Advent is itself a gift—a time set
apart to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. We give thanks
for God's gift to us in the baby of Bethlehem. This series highlights
four aspects of Advent that become blessings and gifts in our lives:
patience, speech and silence, hope, and family.

Blue Christmas
A special worship service
Sunday, December 14 @ 7pm. As we prepare to
celebrate Christmas, not all of us are excited and
eager. Grief, illness, aging, depression,
loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified
during this season. This special worship service is a chance for
anyone struggling to gather for prayer, songs, and lighting of
candles as we bring to God our struggles and hear of God's loving
promises to us. Invite your friends, everyone is welcome.

SCHEDULE OF CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Christmas Eve Services
Family worship. “Do you hear what I hear”
This will be short, family friendly service with
great music and even candlelight. Invite your friends!
8:00 & 11:00 pm These services we worship the Christ Child in a
meaningful service and end in Candlelight.
Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m. We welcome our newborn Savior!
6:00 p.m.

Holy Communion will be offered at all of our Services

YOUTH NEWS…
CHRISTMAS WREATHS ARE READY FOR
PICK UP DEC 7TH & 14TH
Thanks to everyone for all your support!

Christmas caroling
for all ages
Sunday Dec 14th.
12 – 3 pm
Come be a part of the fun
with friends and family and
spread the Christmas
cheer. We begin with a yummy lunch & then we visit our
Town Line family and warm their hearts with the sounds
of Christmas. Come and join the fun. Drivers are needed.
Christmas pageant rehearsals
Saturday Dec 13th & 20th 10:00-12:00
Coming soon… Gen Y Epiphany party Jan 10th @ 7 PM
Super Bowl sub sale pick up Feb 1st pre orders taken in
January

MUSIC NOTES….

Volunteers needed to sing for Christmas Eve services.
Come and join as the angels did, proclaiming
the birth of the Christ child in song!
Please speak with Kate if you would be willing to sing with
us for Christmas Eve. You would need to attend at least
two rehearsals to participate.
Don’t miss out on our
Sunday School Christmas pageant
“TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE”
by Rachel Olson
Sunday Dec 21st
11:00 am Worship

There’s always room for a New Year’s resolution to
serve God by singing in the choir
or playing the bells
There are opportunities for all ages!
Any questions call Kate Snyder 668-5610

Christmas in the Park
Alden's “Christmas in the Park” will
be held Saturday afternoon,
December 6. The fun, free, diverse
event is sponsored by the Alden
Chamber of Commerce and the Town
of Alden Recreation Department,
along with a host of local businesses
and community organizations.
A Holiday Marketplace featuring gourmet foods, wine tasting and
crafts will occupy the American Legion Hall at 13143 Broadway
(right across from the Bandstand) from Noon – 4:30. Vendors can
satisfy every corner of your holiday gift lists and taste buds.
Throughout the afternoon, several groups will offer snacks and
beverages around the Bandstand area.
There will be strolling carolers; mascots; kids
crafts and other activities; pony rides and horsedrawn wagon rides; a Living Nativity at ACTS
and much more. The Alden Historical Society
will be open from 11 – 4. Many businesses will
host open houses from 1:00 – 5:00 pm, with
refreshments and some discount prices to help with Christmas
shopping. Santa will be present for pictures near the Bandstand.
Christmas Trees around the Bandstand will be lighted and judged
at 5:00. The Town Line Sunday School will be decorating a tree.
Stop by and take a look!

Good as New Sale
A Holiday shopping alternative
Why pay retail prices??
Saturday, December 6, 2014
9 am – 2 pm
Town Line Lutheran Church
Clothes toys
collectables
Books
home décor

Something for everyone
Something for yourself

Have some great items to sell?
Consider renting your own table ($10 fee)
or donating items to the YOUTH BOOTH.
Contact Anne Marie Appleby 683-4236 or
pick up a registration form
in the Church gathering space.

2015 Altar Flower Chart
Persons wishing to donate Altar Flowers
for Sunday services in 2015 can sign the
new flower chart which is posted in the
church narthex. Cost of flowers is $20.00
per Sunday. Please only 1 (one) name per
Sunday. Please fill in the book provided
to indicate your dedication or memorial. If
one is not filled in, it will be printed In Memory of Loved Ones.
Checks should be sent to: Town Line Lutheran Church
C/O Altar Flowers

2015 Altar Candle chart posted in narthex
Persons wishing to donate Altar Candles for Sunday
services in 2015 can sign the new candle chart posted in
the church narthex. Cost is $8.00 per Sunday. Please fill
in name and dedication. Checks should be sent to: Town
Line Lutheran Church C/O Altar Candles

2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES
The 2015 Offering Envelopes will be available in December around
Christmas for pick up at the church in the Gathering space. The
numbers have changed so please discard 2014 envelopes when you
receive 2015. If you do not receive envelopes and would like to,
please contact Diane in the Church office.

Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather
please check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran
Church closings. During the winter months please
use caution in the parking lot and sidewalks as
conditions can become slippery

TROOPONS
Support our Troops TROOPON program.
Bring in your coupons you don’t use and help the wellbeing of our overseas and domestic military families.
Please cut them out as individual coupons.
Box and more information are located
in the gathering area.

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU
Thank you to all who came to help out with the Work day on
November 1st. Rick Krueger, James Reddy, Chris Whittingham,
Robin Gilbert, Larry Luderman, Brenda Wells, Dave Luderman and
Elli DeFilippo.
Dear TLLC, I’d like to thank you for giving me this scholarship. I
plan on using this money to help better my education and eventually
become a bath professor. Also to live through God’s word and his
actions. Ben Reiner
Thanks to the group of young people that came in their costumes to
wish me a “Happy Halloween” at Greenfield, what a nice surprise.
Thank you for the lovely card and bag of treats. I wish you all a
Happy Halloween too! Love, Martha Hess
Thank you to the Kids in Christ Kids for the treats on Halloween.
Dolores Luderman
Thank you to the Kids in Christ for bringing us a nice card and treats
for Halloween. We enjoyed seeing you in your costumes. God
Bless you all. Mr. and Mrs. Kalle
We would like to thank everyone for the prayers while Bill was in the
hospital and recovery.
The Nedells
Thank you to everyone who helped their neighbors and friends in
our severe winter storm.

We are collecting old blankets & towels
for Animal shelters. We will also take dog
toys. Let’s help get the dogs off the cold cement
floor this winter. A box Is located in the Church
gathering space.

DON’T FORGET YOUR LOCAL AREA NURSING
HOMES THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON.
The residents would love to see you.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any Sunday.
There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

The Town Line Lutheran Newsletter
In order to help us cut costs and also waste less of our world's
precious resources, we will not be mailing the newsletter to your
door. Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter:
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to receive your
newsletter electronically. The church email is
townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of the
newsletter will be available for you to take home the last
Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
4. If none of the above work we can mail it to your home
If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please drop off or
email your articles by the 15th of any given month.

If you have a change of
address or phone
number, please email
the Church and let us
know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have your
email added so we can contact you in this way, please email
the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

Check out our website at
www.Townlinelutheran.com
We are also on Facebook,
so friend us!

Church Council 2014-2015 and Terms
Mark Casell
Elli DeFilippo
Michael Dewitt
Robin Gilbert
Janet Klein
Rick Krueger
Harry Mandris
Barbara Sims
Craig Sims
Edie Sims
John Wild
Patty Zehler

2013-2016
2014-2017
2012-2015
2014-2017
2013-2016
2014-2017
2014-2017
2014-2017
2013-2016
2012- 2015
2012-2015
2014-2017

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild Phone: 937-8894
Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Charles Biegner Jr.
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610
Nursery School: Lois Stutzman

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
Call Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
November 2
November 9
November 16
November 23

Attendance
187
129
200
133

Offerings
$6,007
$4,826
$3,991
$1,723

Needed Weekly $4,523

Worship Assistants for December
Ushers
Early Service
Jim Wilckens
Chris Whittingham
Janet Klein
Jim Heinrich

Late Service
Charles Turner
Larry Turner
David Baehre
Mark Reddy
Mike Thore

Acolytes
7
14
21
24
25
28

Early
Late
Victoria Wild
Taylor Tyburski
Erin Bliemiester
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Chris Klein
Haley Tyburski
Riley Streit
Ali Reiner
Roger HOfmeier Tony Muscoreil
Adam Dulski
Anna Jegierski
6 pm Josie Wild - Chris Klein
8 pm Paige Jegierski Justin Mason
10 am – Please volunteer
Adam Dulski
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Samantha Wild
Becky Kron

Communion Set –Up
7
14
21
24

Paul and Beth Quenzler
8:30 am
Tricia Phillips
11:00 am
John Wild
8:30 am
Christmas eve 6:00 8:00 and 11:00 pm
Please volunteer and let the office know
25 Christmas Day 10 am - Barb Sims
28 Marcie Mason
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
7 Annette Fitscher
14 Lorraine Zink
21 Diane Lechowicz
24 Elli Donnelly
28 Annette Fitscher
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED in all the above ministries.
Call the Church office if you would like to help!

December Wedding Anniversaries
December 22 63 years Bata and Russell Holtz
December 31 31 years Holly and Thomas Uebelhoer
Did we miss your special Anniversary? (10, 20, 25 or
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church
office.

Baptisms
November 16, 2014 Laura Christine, daughter of
Brian and Christine Finch
November 23, 2014 Maya Virginia, daughter of
Mary and Stephen Slevinski

Weddings
November 7, 2014 Sean Stotz and Erin Casell
November 8, 2014 Steven Holcomb and Chelsey Gasiecki

Death
Called to the Church triumphant was our member Elinor Hoskyns
on November 20, 2014. A Funeral service took place at Charles
Meyers Funeral Home on November 28th. Our sincere sympathy is
extended to her family and friends.

In Sympathy
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Lee Crafferty on the death of
her husband, John Crafferty November 2, 2014. A funeral service
was held at Charles Meyers Funeral home on November 5, 2014

Memorials
To the Quilter Fund in memory of Claire Wild (Founder of Quilters)
by The Quilters
To the Memorial Fund in memory of John Crafferty by
David and Maria Veros
Marge Pohl
The Alden Art Club
Philip and Eleanor Scaffidi
Anne Nelson

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Robert Brice
2 Boe Hinsken
2 Claire Johnson
2 Dave Pautler
2 Victoria Wild
3 Martha Hess
4 Craig Donnelly
4 Darin Pautler I
4 Ray Stoldt
4 Diane Wassinger
5 Joshua Angielczyk
5 Noelle Armbrust
5 Paul Schuler
6 Elizabeth Kron
6 Tony Ripa
6 Susan Rozler
6 Stephine Smith
7 Sean Turner
8 Maryann Steinitz
9 Ken Andrews
9 Paige Gray
9 Rebecca Knauff
9 Lee Malchow
9 Linda Pautler
9 Sharon Zima
10 Dane Heberlein
10 Beverly Thore
10 Holly Uebelhoer
11 Linda Dobo
12 Michael Dabb
12 Meta Mandris
12 Joanne Pautler
13 Alex Golding
14 Gordon Griffith

15 Carol Menge
15 Cole Abell
16 Colin Connolly
16 Susan DeWitt
16 Thomas Uebelhoer Jr.
16 Gregory Voss
17 Morgan Kulniszewski
17 Scott Jr Mages
17 Marcia Striewing
18 Jacob Casell
19 James Rozler
19 David Veros
20 Larry Turner
20 Savannah Victor
20 Luke Zimmer
21 Gene Bliemeister
21 Diane Casell
22 Jill Peruzzi
22 Kathy Wild
24 Holly Martin
24 Madeline McKibben
25 Ronald Peebles
26 Jennifer Murphy
27 Aidan Strang
27 Maria Veros
28 Amy Check
28 Ruth Sagerman
28 Michael Stashak
29 Christina Acquard
29 Mason Cook
29 CarleeAnn Przesiek
30 Elaine Stefanski
31 Pat Overhoff
Did we miss your Birthday?
If so, please call us at the
Church office, 684-1467.

TOWN LINE LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Alden, New York 14004-9590
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA.org Living in God’s Amazing Grace
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