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In many places, March is notoriously windy: “In like a lion …!”
Though I don’t like the damp chill that’s often part of the transition
to spring, I love windy days. Something about the air’s movement
— a gentle breeze or ferocious gale blowing through trees, against
the house, in my hair — breeds excitement in me, anticipation that
something new is astir.
How fitting that in conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus said, “The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8, NRSV). Like
Nicodemus, we fail to comprehend the Spirit of God. But Jesus
reminds us that though we can’t see the Spirit, we feel his love,
see his actions of justice and hear his sounds. These include kind
words, bold preaching, weeping for another, shared laughter and
songs of praise.
—Heidi Mann

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Have you ever had someone give you a warning and you
didn’t listen to them? I will bet we all have. There are times in our
lives when people we care about might warn us about a path we
are on, and we just don’t want to listen. Sometimes we may
discover that they were right, and only if we had listened to them,
we would not be in this situation. If only we had listened….
Life as God’s people has always been this way. Many of
God’s commandments to us are ways that God is seeking to
protect us. Paul, who wrote many of the letters in the New
Testament, also tried to give practical advice on how to live our
lives so that we show our love for God and our love for others.
Last month we read Paul’s first letter to the church in
Corinth, or 1 Corinthians. In that letter he tried to warn them that
they were forgetting the cornerstone of faith in Jesus: love. This
month I am asking you to read 2 Corinthians. In this letter Paul is
again seeking to give practical advice and examples so that the
Corinthian church would get back on the right path.
This letter doesn’t flow as well as 1st Corinthians. Many
scholars believe that in this book are 2 or 3 of Paul’s letters put
together into one. That someone decided to put them both
together but did not do a great job. When you read it, you might
notice that one section does not flow well into the next.
But don’t let that stop you from reading it! There are some
wonderful images found in this book. My favorite is 2 Corinthians
4:7. “But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not
come from us.” Paul’s word here are to remind us that we are not
perfect, and sometimes we are broken, but God can and does
work in us even in our brokenness. God does this to remind us
that it is not us, the “cracked pots,” who are doing these things, but
it is the power of God.
There are 13 chapters in this book so reading this in a
month will be easy. I hope you enjoy it, and don’t hesitate to ask
me any questions!
Happy reading!
God’s peace,
Pastor Serena

Sunday School News
3rd Grade Bibles: On Sunday March 30 our
3rd Graders will receive Bibles with their
families. To be a part of the Bible presentation,
Parent and students must attend a special
Sunday school forum on Sunday, March 23rd at
9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall.
1st Communion classes: 3rd grade and above are invited to
attend First communion class on Saturday, April 26, 1 – 3 pm.
The children will take their first communion with their families on
Sunday, April 27st during worship.

Vacation Bible School is coming!
We need you to help!
Sunday June 29 through Thursday July 3 - 5:30-8pm.
Please see Pastor Serena to get your volunteer sheet.

Shrine Circus!
You are invited to join us as we go to
see the Shrine Circus on Saturday,
March 15th at 2:30pm. Tickets are $6
and you must pay and reserve your
ticket by Sunday, March 3. Children
under 2 who sit in your lap are free.
Please sign up at church or call or email the church office to
reserve your tickets.

Movie Night
Town Line Lutheran
Friday, March 28th at 6:30 pm
“Frozen”

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
During March we will be doing an
“Underwater World” unit which includes
painting an ocean and making a starfish
and rainbow fish. The Touch-Tank from
the Aquarium of Niagara will visit us and
the children will see and touch (if they
are so inclined) several salt-water
animals including crab, mussel and a
lobster.
We will make shamrock hats and Leprechaun planters as St.
Patrick’s Day approaches.
Our Circus unit is always fun for the children and
this will take place toward the end of the month.
We’ll be making some paper circus animals such
as an elephant and tiger as well as a clown hat
each child can wear. Walking our “modified tight
rope” and our circus parade is fun and good
physical activity for the children.
Nursery School is now accepting applications for the Fall Class
which will begin on September 9. Interested parents may call Lois
at 937-7503 or Diana at 937-8222 for application forms and/or
information about our program, tuition, cost. Etc. An Open House
is planned for early April Please watch the Church bulletin or the
April Newsletter for the exact date.
Many thanks to the people who have donated to our Nursery
School. It is very much appreciated.
We still collect newspaper, shredded paper and magazines in the
Abitibi bin, Campbell’s product labels and Pop cans and bottles.
Thank you for your help!

Naomi Circle will meet on March 11 at 12:30 pm.

Come join
us for Bible study and friendly conversations. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and drinks will be provided.
All woman of Town Line are invited!

Pairs and Spares: The next meeting is on Wednesday,
March 26 following Lenten worship. Bring a dish to pass and
join us.

 The QUILTERS

The Quilters will meet every other
Monday during March (3/3, 3/17, 3/31, then 4/14, etc.)
from about 9:15 am until 1:00 pm. Bring your lunch and
enjoy good fellowship and conversation. We have again
been blessed with a grant from Thrivent that will enable
us to purchase the batting which is used for the middle layer of the
quilts. We very much appreciate this grant. Please consider
joining us as we continue our service to those in our community
and surrounding area who are less fortunate. If you have any
questions, please call Lois Stutzman at 683-2782.

Town Line Book Club The Town Line Book Club
meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 7pm. We have
refreshments that are connected to the story as well as
interesting discussions about the book and related topics. In the future
we are considering hosting a movie night and showing the movie
version of one of the books that we have read. Everyone is invited!
March
"The Forgotten Garden"
Kate Morton
April
"The Winner"
David Baldacci
May
"The Secret Lives of Bees"
Sue Monk Kidd
June
"Running With Scissors"
Augusten Burroughs
July
"The Hiding Place"
Cory Tenboom
August
"Half Broke Horses"
Jeannette Walls
Please email/call Jeanette Dickinson at: jcdickinson66@yahoo.com or
call 681-3966 with any questions

Streams in the Desert
March 7, 2014 - 1pm
Town Line Lutheran Church
Worship & Reception
All are invited to join us!

YOUTH NEWS…
Thanks to everyone who came out for Youth Sunday &
supported our youth as they shared their faith journey with
the congregation through prayers,sermons, scriptures, songs
and skits and everyone who came & enjoyed our Valentine
Brunch –thanks to everyone who donated or
helped during the Brunch!!
EASTER FLOWER SALE
See any of our Youth to place your order for Easter
plants
CABIN FEVER RELIEVER Sunday March 9th
12:00-3:00 Come for a yummy soup lunch & stay
for board games, card games, Bowling, foosball, air
hockey & an afternoon of fun! Get away from the winter blues.
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT- Friday March 28th @
6:30 Come for a family friendly night of great fun!
Come and see “Frozen” and fall in love with a little
snowman and much much more.
KIDS IN CHRIST our youth group for grades 3-6
Our next event will be Sunday March 30th
12:00-3:00
Bring a lunch & stay for games, a service project &
Learning about living your faith!
Any questions about our Youth programs
call Kate @ 668-5610

MUSIC NOTES…
Town Line Lutheran Church
Invites you to attend the Cantata

“TOUCHED BY THE CHRIST”
By Lloyd Larson
Sunday April 13th @ both services
Come and experience those last
days of Jesus Christ and live
Those days through music & narration
Hear the voices of the people who walked with Jesus

Rehearsals

Sundays in March @ 9:30 am
and/or
Wednesdays in March @ 7:30 pm
Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesdays @ 7:30 pm

Bell Choir rehearses the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays of the month
at 6:15pm

Creation Youth Choir (grades 1-12) rehearses
Sundays @ noon

Ladies Day Out: Time for some changes!
We are looking for a chairperson and some
committee members to help with Ladies Day
out on Saturday, May 10. We are looking at
changing the name of the event, the times,
and other changes that might make this event
even better. All proceeds from this event are split between our
youth group and another charity. Please speak to Pastor Serena
or June Smith if you would like to be a part of this.

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
Thank you for the Altar Flowers given to me while recovering
from my surgery. Thanks to Elli Donnelly for delivering them.
Janet Seitz
To all my friends at TLLC, A big thank you for all your acts of
kindness, cards, prayers and calls during my illness. Also, many
thanks to Pastor Serena and Pastor Knauff for their visits at the
hospital and Greenfield Re-Hab center. Edward Heinrich.
Thank you to Pastor Serena for all the nice visits and for bringing
us the beautiful Altar flowers. God Bless, Joyce and Ray Kalle
Thank you to the Town Line Quilters for donating quilts to a family
in need. The MOMS club that Adam and I belong to collect each
year for a needy family at Christmas time and they wanted
Blankets for their beds. Again thanks to our Quilters.
Molly Bauer and Adam

Stop, look and listen
Lent, the season of the church year that’s associated with repentance,
begins on Ash Wednesday -March 5 While some people deny
themselves by giving up something for Lent, others prepare for Easter
through special Bible studies or devotions.
Christians observe Lent for these reasons:
• It causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile,” as well as
“Stop doing wrong.”
• It tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest self-examination. Look
upward to see the cross of Christ offering healing and love. Look forward
to the hope of the Resurrection.
• It tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. Listen to the voice of
God. Listen to the winds of the Spirit of God.
Stop, look and listen. These three words aren’t only important for our
safety in travel; they’re also helpful for our journey through the 40 days of
Lent.

Worship
March 5, 2014 at 10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Sundays in Lent

“I've been Changed”: Stories of
Transformation for Lent. Starting March 9 we will be hearing in
worship stories from the Bible of people who have been changed
by God. We hope you will plan to join us!

Mid-Week Lenten Worship: Making Change
Change is constant in our Lives. Change of season, Change of
Habit, Change of Circumstances, Change of Heart, Change of
plans.

Join us Wednesdays in Lent at 10:30 am
as we undergo Change.
“Change for the Future” Special offering for Lent.
Did you ever wonder how Pastors and church leaders become
pastors and leaders in our church? They go to seminary. This Lent
we are collecting money for the Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia, where people learn how to minister in our
world. Staring March 9, you are invited to bring your lose change
(paper money works well too!) and place it in our wishing well in the
sanctuary. You may also give in your offering envelope, make
sure you label the amount: “change for the future.”
Special guest at Town Line on Sunday, March 16!
We will welcome Seminarian Lisa Thomas who is a student at
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. Plan to join us
for worship or coffee hour and make her feel welcome as she
shares with us her experience at Philadelphia Seminary and how
we can help her and others like her with our “Change for the
Future” offering.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Worship
Touched by the Christ” by Lloyd Larson
Presented by Town Line Lutheran Church
Sunday April 13th @ both services
Please feel free to invite family & friends
for a very moving experience!!
Monday, April 14: Plant dedications due at the Church office

Maundy Thursday Worship
Good Friday Worship

April 17 at 7:00 pm
April 18

10:30 am and 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 19 - Plants to church by 10 am

Easter Sunday
Sunrise worship – 6:00 am
Continental breakfast
following

Worship: 8:30 and 11:00 am
with Holy Communion

Plant Dedications for Easter
We will be decorating the church with plants on
Easter. If you would like to place plants on our
chancel for Easter, please have them here by
Saturday, April 19 at 10 am. Use the sheet found
in the gathering space for your dedications or
memorials or email/call the Church office by
Monday, April 14. These dedications are put into
the Easter Sunday bulletins.
If you order your plant from the youth, please fill in a sheet with
dedication/Memorial. Thanks.

Please be a part of our
Church Family Photo Directory!
We are creating a new pictorial directory as an important
ministry tool to help connect with one another, assist
new families in getting to know us and celebrate the
ministry of our congregation.
Photographs will be taken:
Friday, March 7th
12 – 7 PM
th
Saturday, March 8
9:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Tuesday, April 8
2:00 – 9 pm
Tuesday, May 20
2:00 – 9 pm

Bring a canned/dry good item
and
you will receive a coupon for
$5 off your portrait order!

An additional date will be available April for our Snowbirds or other
special situations
Sign-up by one of the following convenient ways:
1. Sign-up on-line at www.townlinelutheran.com
2. Sign-up after church on Sundays
3. Call Robin Gilbert at 810-2719
Do I need to come early: Please arrive on time at your check in time. Please allow up
to 60 minutes for checking in, your portrait session and the selection process.
What do I receive for having my portrait taken? Each family that is photographed
receives a complimentary 8x10 portrait and a copy of the Church Family Photo DirectoryFREE!
Is there a charge to be photographed? There is no cost to the Church or to you for
participating. Each family will be given the opportunity, in a pleasant sales environment,
to purchase additional portraits for families and friends. In addition to personal checks,
Lifetouch accepts Visa, American Express, Master Card and Discover. You will be able
to design your own packages with a discount of up to 30%.
What can I bring to create a great portrait? Props such as musical instruments, hobby
items or sports equipment can enhance your additional portraits that will be taken. Well
behaved pets are welcome.
When will I view my poses? Immediately following the portrait session, you will be
given the opportunity to view your images digitally and make your selection for the
directory.
When will I receive the finished portraits? Purchased portraits will be delivered to your
home in approximately 3 weeks from the time of your portrait. If you do not order
portraits, your complimentary portrait will be available at the church about 1 month after
your portrait is taken.
Can I invite a friend or family member to have their portrait taken? Yes! They will
receive a complimentary 8 x 10 and can purchase portraits with our group discount. At
the time of photography, they will simply indicate they are not to be included in the
directory. Also, multi-family portraits can be taken which include 15 – 16 people. Please
note that a complimentary photograph is not provided for these portraits.
Assistance is needed in helping our families to sign-up and in greeting our families on
the day of photography. If you are willing to help with this, please the Church Office.
We look forward to seeing your smiling faces!

The Town Line Lutheran
Here are your choices on how you can get your newsletter
1. Email: drop an email to Diane at the office to
receive your newsletter electronically. The church
email is townlinetllc@aol.com.
2. Pick up paper copy at church: Paper copies of
the newsletter will be available for you to take
home the last Sunday of every month.
3. Download from the church website:
www.townlinelutheran.com
If none of the above work we can mail it to your home

If you have a
change of
address or
phone number,
please email the
Church and let
us know
Email addresses are needed: If you would like to have
your email added so we can contact you in this way,
please email the Church: Townlinetllc@aol.com.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Townlinelutheran.com
Friend us on facebook!
Church Cancellation: Due to inclement weather please
check Channel 2 for Town Line Lutheran Church closings.
BEWARE! Please use caution when during the winter
months in the parking lot, near the paper box and on the
sidewalks as conditions can become slippery.

How can you help others or get help?
Here are a few local agencies
Alden Pantry collection
You can bring items for the Alden Food pantry to church any
Sunday. There is a blue box located in the Coat room.
Alden Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers.
Call 937-7105 for more information
Hearts and Hands “Faith in Action”
A Neighbor helping neighbor” volunteer program
Call: 542-2226 www.heartsandhandsfia.org
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Become a friend of Ronald: Find us on Facebook.
Suicide Bereavement support
For immediate help/support call 24 hours a day:
(585)202-2783
Erie County Crisis Services
(716)834-3131
Lutheran Charities
www.wnylutherancharities.org
716-632-2623
Alzheimer’s Association of WNY
24/7 Helpline 1-800-272-3900
Program.wny@alz.org
2805 Wehrle Dr Suite 6 Williamsville, NY 14221
Hospice Buffalo
225 Como Park Cheektowaga, NY 14227 716-686-1900
Essential Care for Children, a program of Home Care Buffalo
225 Como Park Boulevard Cheektowaga, NY 142270-1480
(716) 686-8006
Caring Hearts Perinatal Program
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 359-8056
Life Transitions Center, Inc.
The Mary & Ralph C. Wilson Counseling Center
150 Bennett Road Cheektowaga, NY 14221-1480
Phone: (716) 836-6460
Caring Hearts Home Care
892 Main Street Buffalo, NY 14202 (716) 686-8300

Worship Assistants for March
Ushers
Early
Jim Wilckens
Chris Whittingham
Janet Klein
Jim Heinrich

Late
Ronald Peebles
Harold Bowen
Richard Noel
Mark Casell

Acolytes
2
9
16
23
30

Early
Victoria Wild
Erin Bliemeister
Chris Klein
Samantha Wild
Erin Bliemeister
Adam Dulski
Victoria Wild
Christ Klein
Adam Dulski
Samantha Wild

Late
Steffanie Zehler
Anna Jegierski
Paige Jegierski
Jon Mollenkopf-Grill
Becky Kron
Haley Tyburski
Justin Mason
Laura Mollenkopf-Grill
Steffanie Zehler
Tony Muscoreil

Communion Set–up
2
9
16
23

Barb Sims
Charlie Turner
Robin Gilbert
Mark and Jody Reddy

8:30 am
11:00 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Altar Flower Delivery
2
9
16
23
30

Elli Donnelly
Annette Fitscher
Lorraine Zink
Diane Lechowicz
Elli Donnelly

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
Call the Church office if you would
like to help at the church in any of
these or our many other ministries.

Church Council 2013-2014
President
John Wild
Vice President
Mark Casell
Secretary
Elli DeFilippo
Treasurer
Susan Angielczyk
Financial Secretary
Michael Dewitt
Benevolence Treasurer Barbara Sims
Trustees:
David Luderman
Craig Sims
Deacons:
Harry Mandris
Robin Gilbert
Music and Worship:
Edie Sims
Parish Education:
Janet Klein

716-937-8894
716-983-2468
716-937-7953
716-937-8911
716-937-3453
716-683-3134
716-481-8319
716-937-6239
716-937-0322
716-810-2719
716-937-6239
716-870-5109

Church Staff Information
Ministers: All the People of God in this place
Pastor: The Rev. Serena Mollenkopf-Grill
Cell: 716-510-2939 Email: pastorserena@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Merlin H. Knauff (retired)
Church Council President: John Wild Phone: 937-8894
Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Charles Biegner Jr.
Secretary:
Diane Casell Office: 684-1467
Sexton:
Ann Stanek
Music Director:
Kate Snyder: 668-5610
Nursery School: Lois Stutzman

Church Office Days
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
If you need assistance outside of these office days,
We are always available by calling
Diane 716-713-3149 or Pastor Serena 716-510-2939
Thanks for your cooperation.

Facts and Figures
Sunday
February 2
February 9
February 16

Attendance
Offerings
131
$6,344
143
$3,557
187
$4,210
Needed Weekly $4,523

March Wedding Anniversaries
March 10
March 30

47 years – Diana and James Macken
41 years – Patricia and William Aquila

Did we miss your special Anniversary (10, 20, 25 and
over 30 years) If so, please let us know at the Church office.

Deaths
Called to the Church Triumphant was our member, Virginia Marky
on February 3, 2014. Our sincere sympathy is extended to her
family and friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant was our member, Florence
Marks on February 5, 2014. A Funeral service was held on
February 7th. Our sincere sympathy is extended to her family and
friends.
Called to the Church Triumphant was our member Marguerite
(Peggy) Turner on February 14, 2014. Our sincere sympathy is
extended to her family and friends.

In Sympathy: Our sympathy is extended to Mrs. Fred Kopp on
the death of her father, Pastor Donald Miller on February 12, 2014

Memorials
To the Memorial Fund
In memory of Florence Marks by
Marion Fox
Rev. Merlin and Kate Knauff
Roselyn Dentinger
Lois Stegner
Ray and Sandy Mickey
Carol Reichert
Barbara Reichert
Kenny and Nancy Lewis
Paul and Beth Ribbeck
Vera Sachs
Gladys Beverly
Gordon and Judy Griffith
In memory of Clarence Sims by Barbara Sims
To the Sunday School
In memory of Florence Marks by Barbara Sims

March Birthdays
1 Sarah Maciejewski
1 Rachel Turner
2 Jonathan Reddy
2 Nicole Regan
2 Erik Seitz
2 Steven Vona
3 Patrick Bowen
3 Vivian Check
3 Elaine Deazley
3 Jason Macken
3 Thomas Jr Seagrave
4 James Frey
4 Sara Myers
5 Virginia Chauncey
6 Brian Kohl
6 Wilson Wild
7 Ann Anderson
7 Thomas Butlak
7 Jason Peebles
7 Mark Reddy
7 Hailey Rospierski
8 Tammie Hinsken
8 Jeffrey Myers
8 Rebecca Myers
8 David Snyder
10 Patricia Ball
10 Kenneth Baran
10 Christine Finch
10 Mark Pruitt
12 Holly Groth
12 Robert Koch
12 Joan Wilczak
13 Richard Becker
13 Jeanne Seitz
13 Craig Striewing
14 Richard Pache
14 Carol Reiner
14 Bethany Stevenson

15 Samantha Lemke
16 Jean Syracuse
16 Samantha Wild
17 Maycee Reddy
18 Lucinda Muench
18 Carrie Peters
18 Millie Williams
19 Barbara Appleby
19 Albert Jr. Stutzman
20 Elaine Grant
20 Katherine Hofmeier
22 Cheryl Fallon
22 Jared Lemke
23 Nicolas Cieszki
23 Lisa Lafornara
24 Paul Pautler
25 Thelma Dabb
25 James Green
25 Eric Hinsken
26 Ralph Asmus
26 Eric Cieszki
26 Ellana Cooper
27 Aaron Golding
27 Blake Warchocki
27 David Wilckens
28 Brandon Cole
28 June Smith
29 Kaden Bonning
29 Nicholas Butlak
29 Russell Holtz
29 Zachery Jasinski
29 Collin Mandris
30 Cynthia Striegel
31 Diane Luderman
Did we miss your
birthday? If so, let us
know at the Church
office.
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